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— Art auctioneer Louis E. Car- 
ee set a world sales record of $96,000 
for a painting done by a collaborative duo 
‘of Belgian artists on Saturday and had a lot 
‘of fun doing it. 

" Before an audience of more than 300 at 
his Caropreso Galleries on High Street and 
with bids pouring in over 10 phone lines, 
opreso sold “Winter Landscape, with 
ants and Flock of Sheep” by phone to 


4 big city to sell at big prices, but this shows 
‘that if you’ve got the goods you can get the 
money,” said Caropreso when interviewed 
esterday. ; 

Mceropreso said juggling 10 phone lines 


was packed with New York dealers, was 
‘the fun part.” The phone lines included 
‘connections to London and Brussels, as well 
_as to New York and Chicago. 
_ “The bidding started at $25,000 and after 
it hit $50,000 you could hear a pin drop,” he 
said. Two months of work went into adver- 
tising the sale in the major art markets 
here and abroad, he said. 

“We had every major New York dealer 
here,” he said. Caropreso received a 10 
percent fee added to the total cost of each 
auctioned item. 

A total of 509 items were sold at the 


ey Painting auctioned 
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corrects ‘deticiencies’ 


© By William J. Carey 
to Berkshire Eagle Staff 


z: ~ LEE — The Lee Housing Author- 
Die ity has corrected nine ‘‘deficien- 
“~ cies” found in recent state audits. 
+ In a 15-page report issued this 
month, the office of state Auditor A. 
3 Joseph DeNucci lists both the defi- 
ciencies, which occurred between 
z March 1985 and March 1987, and the 
steps taken since then to correct 
them. It also provides a financial 
V) breakdown and other information. 


WV) The state audited the Lee and 
5 Stockbridge housing authorities at 
the request of the Berkshire County 
district attorney’s office, which at 

the time was investigating an al- 

~ leged theft of funds. Melanie M. 

| ) Zanini, who was executive director 
““€of both authorities, subsequently 
| § admitted stealing a total of $11,902. 


She was given a suspended jail term 
and ordered to make full restitution. 
. The authorities oversee state- 
funded housing units for the elderly 
and families. The deficiencies oc- 
curred during Zanini’s term and 
involved improper fund expendi- 
| tures and charges, insufficient 
housekeeping and other items. 


Zanini was replaced in Lee by 

JoAnne M. Walsh. _ 

Among other things, DeNucci’s 
office said the Lee authority now 
keeps payroll and attendance 
records. The audit revealed a lack 
of such records, making it ‘‘impos- 
sible to justify’”’ $2,118 paid to Zanini 
for sick time. A similar amount was 
pad out by the Stockbridge author- 
ity. 

The state said Lee’s authority now 
keeps ‘a complete and accurate 
record of all board meetings” and 
has revised its travel policy so that 
all expenses are documented suffi- 
ciently. It has reimbursed the ten- 
ants’ association for $465 in ‘“‘in- 
appropriate charges” and no longer 
uses housing funds for social func- 
tions — in this case, a retirement 
party. 

It also refrains from pre-signing 
checks and from reimbursing em- 
ployees for insurance deductibles. 
Zanini had been paid $100 for her 
deductible after she was involved in 
a car accident while on authority 
business. The state said the author- 
ity has rectified ‘‘unsafe and unsan- 
itary conditions” at its family 
apartments on Laurel Street by 
closing the facility and relocating 
the tenants. 

The state also reported total au- 
thority assets of $1,018,216, with the 
same amount in liabilities. It said 
the authority has a list of 11 appli- 
cants waiting for elderly housing 
units, and eight for family units. 

It said the authority has entered 
into a contract with the state Exec- 
utive Office of Communities and 
Development for $1.4 million to de- 


| velop 16 new family units off Marble 


Street. As of last June, it had re- 
ceived $185,000 and spent $45,265. 
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Continued from Page B1 
auction. They grossed nearly 
$250,000. One session was devoted to 
selling 154 silver items. A second 
session sold 355 paintings and 
Americana items. The auction be- 
gan at 3 and ended at 11 p.m. 

Klombeeck and Verboeckhoven 
were leading 19th century Belgian 
artists who did a number of paint- 
ings together. ‘“‘All of their work 
tended to be similar in subject mat- 
ter, with Klombeeck painting the 
people and Verboeckhoven doing the 
animals and landscape,” said Car- 
opreso. 

All of the works sold Saturday 
came from the home of a Berkshire 
resident who wishes to remain 
anonymous, said Caropreso. During 
a visit to the owner’s home to ap- 
praise silverware for the auction, 
Caropreso saw the painting to one 
side in the attic. ( 

“When I spotted it, I knew it was 
good and I told her it would bring 
$50,000 if she would let me sell it,” 
said Caropreso. { 

“The painting was filthy, having 


been in the attic ever since the 1930s 
when the owners moved to the 
Berkshires,”’ said Caropreso. The 
owners had an extensive collection 
of other paintings, he said, and 
never felt they had room to hang 
the Klombeeck and Verboeckhoven 
work. 


The work by the two painters sold 
Saturday measures 27 by 34 inches 
and was purchased from a London 
gallery in 1880. It had never been on 
the market before. The work sold by 
Christie’s at $64,000 last year was 
smaller in size but very similar in 
scene, said Caropreso. 


Three other paintings auctioned 
Saturday fetched prices between 
$6,500 and $15,500. “We hold auc- 
tions every month. and prices be- 
tween $10,000 and $20,000 are not 
unusual,”’ said Caropreso. 


He said auction prices are holding 
up well currently. “The market is 
up all around. We sold a silver 
inkwell for $2,800 and a silver 
bridesmaid basket for $4,000, which 
were very good prices,” he said. 


ti Mark Mitchell = =——— ica es 
_ LEE AUCTIONEER Louis E. Caropreso takes bids on “Winter Landscape, with Peasants and 


Ock of Sheep” by 19th century Belgian artists Johann Bernard Klombeeck and Eugene 
Verboeckhoven. The 


painting was sold Saturday to a London art gallery. 
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Resort cooperating wit 


ells Lee board 


Foxhollow lawyer t 


LEE — A lawyer representing the 
Foxhollow Resort said last night 
that a “high level of cooperation” 
has been established with the town’s 
building inspector, who has ordered 
the resort to vacate a building and 
also to remove seven illegal second 
kitchens. 

Meeting with the Selectmen, at- 
torney C. Jeffrey Cook of Pittsfield 
said the resort asked for and was 
granted a_week’s extension of 
Building Inspector Robert W. 
Lester’s order to vacate the build- 
ing. 
Lester said later that the building 
is a former dormitory that was be- 
ing renovated for use as a home. He 
said there were several building- 
code violations involved. 

Cook said the resort is appealing 
Lester’s order to remove seven il- 
legal second kitchens, though it has 
‘no animosity” toward the inspec- 
tor. According to Lester, Foxhollow 
wants a ruling from the state in 
order to pursue the matter with its 
architects. He said the resort and 
the seven condominium owners al- 
ready face a complaint in Lee Dist- 
rict Court. 

The town contends that the own- 
ers have installed extra kitchens in 
order to rent all or half of their 
units to other parties. While they 
can legally rent a condominium to 
one party, they cannot subdivide it 
for two. 

Also last night, Cook introduced 
Lanny Lewis of Stockbridge, Fox- 
hollow’s new general manager. 
Lewis, who formerly managed the 
Doral Park Avenue hotel in New 


Housing authorit 
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York City, started things off by 
handing the Selectmen an overdue 
$502 check for weed-harvesting 
services performed by the county 
and covered by the town. 

Questioned by the board, Cook 
said Foxhollow owner Donald I. 
Altshuler has taken a ‘‘back seat” 
in terms of the day-to-day opera- 
tions of the resort. 

Dredging bond 

On still another front, Cook said 
the resort is prepared to post a bond 
ensuring completion of a dredging 
operation at Laurel Lake. During 
construction of its Lakeside Con- 
dominiums, Foxhollow ran afoul of 
both Lee and Lenox when silt was 
discovered running into the lake. 
Cook said he believes the resort has 
obtained all the necessary approv- 
als to begin the long-awaited dredg- 
ing project, possibly. by April. 

In other business last night, the 
Selectmen said they support fee in- 
creases sought by ambulance di- 
rector Kenneth J. LaBier in the 
towns of Stockbridge and 
Tyringham, which rely on Lee's 
ambulance service. LaBier is pro- 


posing to increase the annual fee 


paid by Stockbridge from $3,700 to 
$5,000. Tyringham would go from 
$600 to $750. 

The Lee ambulance also services 
part of the Massachusetts Turnpike, 
charging $100 per call. Asked if that 
fee should be updated too, LaBier 
pointed out that negotiations with 
the state Turnpike Authority are 
more involved than with the towns. 
But he said he is “‘all for’’ renego- 
tiating the price. 

_ LaBier also obtained the board’s 
| support to purchase a new ambu- 
lance using the $60,000 available in 
the ambulance revolving fund and, 
| if needed, town funds. The revolving 
account is derived from the fees 
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paid by Stockbridge, Tyringham 
and the turnpike as well as the $75- 
per-call charge to individuals. The 
purchase must be approved by town 
meeting representatives. 


Due for a change 


LaBier said his squad usually 
purchases a new ambulance every 
four years, adding that ‘‘one year 
we went over that and paid for it 
dearly.” He said the squad probably 
will sell its present ambulance be- 
cause the town has nowhere to put 
it. 

On a third matter, LaBier advised 
the board to look into the possibility 
of hiring a full-time or part-time 
paid ambulance director. He said he 
spends ‘‘a good number of hours” 
each week as the voluntary director 
and at times has to leave his job as 
the town’s assistant sewer operator 
when no one is available to answer 
calls. 

In the future, he said, ‘“‘We’re 
simply not going to have the people 
available.” 


ree 


to reconsider 


rejection of housing off Marble Street 


By William J. Carey 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Housing Authority 


will ask the Zoning Board of Ap- 
peals to reconsider its decision of 


Jan, 25 rejecting the authority’s 


_ plan for low-income housing units 


off Marble Street. ) 


Housing authority Chairman 


_ Francis'D, Foley Jr. said his board 


agreed Monday to ask the ZB 
“rethink the situation.’’ He ‘ae ihe 


__ authority has a waiting list of peo- 
_ ple who need low-cost housing, Ed 


ing that, “It’s a-serious : 

And A has to be dealt vite et 
he $1.5 million, state-f 

project calls for eight fie 


apartments with 15 family units and - 


one “‘barrier-free’”’ unit f i 
abled. The buildings Roda kc an 


cated south of the authority's Brown 
Memorial Court complex for the 
elderly. Already, an estimated 
$100,000 or more in state funds have 
been spent on planning and design. 


Public safety an issue 


But the ZBA, in a 4-1 vote, turned 
down the authority’s request for a 
comprehensive permit needed to 
proceed with the project. Individual 
members cited the issue of public 
safety — the neighborhood abuts 
two quarries — the town’s morato- 
rium on large developments, in- 
creased traffic and a preference for 
elderly housing in rejecting the 
permit. 


The project was vigorously op- 
posed by residents of Marble Street 
and did not have the backing of the 


Selectmen, building inspector or 
Department of Public Works, for 
various reasons. 

The authority has the option of 
appealing the ZBA’s decision to the 
Housing Appeals Committee, a five- 
member state board. But attorney 
Don C. Hunter, who represents the 
nets aid it wants to deal with 
ocal officials instead of i 
sn ta turning to 

“What we don’t want to do is go to 
Boston and have Boston tell the 
town what it can or cannot do,”’ he 
said. ‘‘The Lee Housing Authority is 
Lee people. Anything we do, we do 
up front.” 

Hunter said the project planners 
have reassessed potential hazards 
of the development and are ‘‘willing 
to make concessions on the issue of 
public safety.” One such concession 
he said, would be to erect an 8-foot 
fence along the border with Lee 
Marble. Residents of the neighbor- 
hood and Lee Marble owner Dome- 
nico Ferrara have complained that 
small children should be kept away 
from the marble works. 


Asked if the authority has th 
right to ask the ZBA to feconider 
Hunter said, “We can always try Y 
But there is a time factor involved. 


The authority must appeal to the 
state within 20 days of receiving the 
zoning board’s written decision, 
i arrived Thursday, Hunter 
said. 

ZBA Chairman George E. Frulla 
yesterday said he had not heard 
from the housing authority and was 
surprised by its strategy. He said he 
was unsure whether his board would 
reconsider. 

“It’s hard for me to even specu- 
late,” he said. “I wouldn’t think so. 
but that would be speculation.” ‘ 
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“BIDDING FAREWELL to Joe’s Diner after 34 years in the kitchen is Joe’s wife, 
Theresa Sorrentino. 


Change comes to Joe’s Diner 


By Stephen Fay 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A cup of coffee at Joe’s Diner on Center 
Street is still 24 cents. The meat loaf, the featured 
entree every Tuesday since 1955, is still juicy. And 
any day you want you can order up the liver and 
onions because some things, such as ample por- 
tions, Sassy waitresses, corned beef every Thurs- 
day and box lunches for half the mill workers in 
Lee never change at Joe’s Diner. 

Having said all that, it is necessary to announce 
that something is changing at Joe’s. Theresa Sor- 
rentino, Joe’s wife, who has brewed the coffee, 
baked the beans, breaded the cutlets, tended the 
home fries and dished up the kielbasa for the past 
34 years, hung up her apron this morning. 

_ Theresa Sorrentino said yesterday she wants to 
spend more time with her grandchildren. She 
wants time to sew and visit old friends and drop in 
on relatives back in Holyoke, her home town. Still, 
it is evident she will miss the place. 

“You get friendships here,” she said. “It’s not 
like a drive-through window. You get involved with 
people.” 

Involvement takes many forms. Sorrentino 
knows many of the 500 to 600 patrons who dine 
daily at Joe’s. She knows what many of them will 
order — who will want the meat loaf sandwich and 
a bowl of tortellini soup and who wants eggs over 
easy with home fries and wheat toast. Frequently, 
she said, she’ll start a regular’s order as soon as 


she sees him coming in the door. 

“Tt saves time,’’ she said. 

But a homey little joint like Joe’s brings out 
something beyond time-saving efficiencies. The 
waitresses and Theresa and Joe and their three 
oldest sons (all seven of the Sorrentino children 
have worked there at one time or another) know 
how their regulars are feeling. Who’s having a bad 
day. Who’s about to become a grandfather. 

“The girls are very personable with the custom- 
ers,” she said, shortly after one of the waitresses 
scolded a patron for not sending her a card when 
he was on vacation. 

Open 24 hours a day, six days a week, Joe’s 
Diner ships out almost as much food as it serves 
inside. Most of the take-outs are for workers at the 
Kimberly-Clark paper mills and other Lee indus- 
tries. Ever responsive to calls from the Red Cross, 
Joe’s also delivers platters of sandwiches and 
gallons of coffee to freezing firefighters and people 
who have temporarily lost their homes. And no 
down-on-his-luck guest has ever been turned away, 
she said. 

Tiny, cluttered and more confined than the gal- 
ley of a submarine, Joe’s Diner is no larger now 
than the day Joe bought the former Happy’s Diner 
in March 1955. Theresa, who has wended the nar- 
row passages behind the counter with agile grace, 
said she never wanted to expand the place. 

“T don’t think it would do the place any good,” 
she said. ‘It would change the image.” 
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MAKING HER TURN around a giant slalo 
Schmidinger of Lee, who works her way to a seven 
S. Alpine Champions 


opening women’s event at the U. 


AP. 
m gate is 18-year-old Krista 
th-place finish in yesterday’s 
hips in Crested Butte, Colo. 


“7 =—*'? 
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8. mioine Championships 
Krista Schmidinger 
7th in giant slalom; 
Kim 8th, Voelker 13th 


By Paul Robbins 
Special to The Eagle 


CRESTED BUTTE, Colo. — Heidi 
is tired and may skip Sunday’s su- 
per-G, Kim was bummed and Krista 
was frustrated that she didn’t do 
better on home-style ‘eastern ice.” 

That was the report yesterday 
following the women’s giant slalom 
at the Subaru U.S. Alpine Champi- 
onships at Crested Butte resort. 
Diann Roffe, the wide-smile kid 
from upstate New York, smoked the 
course during the second run to pull 
past Tamara McKinney and win her 
first national title. 

Roffe won with a combined time 
of 2 minutes, 42.51 seconds while 
McKinney, who was nearly a half- 
second up on Roffe after the first 
run, was silver medalist in 2:42.76. 
Kristi Terzian was third in the field 


of 61. 

Krista Schmidinger, 18, of Lee, 
Mass., was seventh and twin sister 
Kim eighth, while 19-year-old Heidi 
Voelker of Pittsfield, Mass., was a 

re: 


Krista Schmidinger is 7th 


Continued from Page D1 


her way over the 5i-gate course, 
skied through the finish area and 
skied away from the pack of racers. 


Kim bites her lip 


“She’s bummed,” one observer 
offered. 

Twin sister Krista said, however, 
“She always goes off to be alone.”’ 

But, even a half-hour later, it was 
clear Kim was bummed. She had 
wanted to do better, felt she should 
have done better, and was doing a 
good job of sitting on the urge to 
convert telephone poles into match- 
sticks. 

“T gould have done a lot better,”’ 
Kim Said, putting on a windbreaker 
as she looked up the hill. to watch 
the last few stragglers finish the 
race. The course was the same two- 
tiered steep-pitch, flats, modest- 
pitch trail as the men’s GS the day 
before. 

“T made a really big mistake on 
the top pitch and lost all my speed 
before the flats,” she said. “I made 
up some speed later on but that was 
it. 

She took a deep breath and said 


with a shrug, ‘Well, it is my best 
nationals finish so that’s a bonus, I 
guess. And I did do my best, so...” 


Voelker ready for a rest 


Voelker, however, who placed 
second in this event at last year’s 
nationals, was not so easily con- 
soled. She’s finishing a frustrating 
season and said after yesterday’s 
race that she may bag the super-GS 
race Sunday in the interests of pre- 
serving her health. She’s due to 
head home Monday for some re- 
laxation before completing her sea- | 
son. And she said she feels a major | 
cold coming on. 

‘Pve got 10 races left,” Voelker 
said, “and I know when I get home 
I’m gonna break down and be sick. 
I’m just holding on. I can feel it 
coming . . . my throat, my glands. . 


Voelker said she’s had problems 
sleeping here because of poor air 
circulation. ‘‘My legs are beat from 
the season but I’m just so tired,” 
she said. “I haven’t slept well; I 
just want to go to sleep.” 

The nationals continue today with 
both men and women competing in | 


The start of the GS was delayed 
for an hour because of high winds, 
which had rolled in overnight fol- 
lowing Thursday’s warm beachfest 
in the men’s GS. When things finally 
got started, it went pretty much as 
expected with McKinney and Roffe 
running 1-2 with Kim sixth, Krista 
eighth and Voelker 17th. 

On the second run, the long sea- 
son and the icy conditions caught up 
with the some of the skiers. 

“The top was okay,”’ Krista 
Schmidinger said, ‘“‘but it takes me 
a while to get into the course. Both 
runs skied better on the bottom.” 

She said the course, which was a 
far cry from the slushy conditions 
24 hours earlier, was “just like the 
East, nice for me but maybe not so 
good for the westerners. It was 
eastern ice — icy and hard to make 
clean turns ... more technical, not 
so easy.” 

As she spoke, sister Kim fought 


Krista Schmidinger 7th 
Gontinued-on Page D6 
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FIFTH GRADE teacher Al Nardacci presides in his classroom at Lee Central School. 


Lee Central students stay after school 
for Al Nardacci’s ‘trilling’ instruction 


By D.R, Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — It’s 3:55 p.m., and Al 
Nardacci, a 5th grade teacher at 
Lee Central School, is asking his 
pupils to turn to page 58 in their 
workbooks. The lesson on that page 
calls for following lines that connect 
people with objects of various col- 
ors. 

“What does Lisa have?”’ he asks. 

Two hands go up, and Nardacci 
calls on one of the pupils. 

“Il trattore verde.” 

The words for “the green tractor”’ 
are right, but the pronunciation of 
“verde” is uncertain. Nardacci rolls 
it off his tongue: ‘““VAIR-day.”’ The 
class repeats it. Much better. 

Since January, Nardacci’s 11 pu- 
pils have impressed their teacher 
with their progress in Italian. Four 
of them started taking the course 
just this year, and they’re picking it 
up quickly. That pleases Nardacci, 
but it doesn’t surprise him. His pu- 
pils range in age from 7 to 13, a 
time when tongues work more eas- 
ily around a foreign language. 


‘Picking up the trill’ 
“Many of them are even picking 


up the trill — rolling the R’s,” he 
said: 


Except for Pittsfield High School, 
which offers four years. of Italian, 
high schools in Berkshire County do 
not include the language in their 
academic offerings. This is true in 
Lee, too, but that’s where Nardacci 
comes in with the extracurricular 
course. Now in its second year, the 
class meets after school. 


Besides praise, which Nardacci 
bestows liberally, pupils get a good 
grounding in conversational Italian. 
It’s a teaching challenge because 
students range widely in age (adults 
are welcome to sign up) and ability. 

“You don’t want to snow some 
and bore others,” Nardacci said. 


To avoid this, he consistently re- 
views material and adds the basics 
of a new topic about halfway into 
each of the 15 lessons that are held 


on Wednesdays from January: 


through April: 

Stephen Cozzaglio, vice principal 
at the Central School, brought the 
program to Lee through his associ- 
ation with the G. Marconi Lodge of 
the Sons of Italy. The state lodge 
has worked for the past three years 
with the Italian government to ad- 
vance Italian culture and language 
in as many American communities 
as possible. 


Cozzaglio said the state lodge 
helps design the curriculum and 
underwrites most of the cost of the 
lessons, including the portion of 
Nardacci’s salary not covered by 
the small fee. Materials are pro- 
vided free by the Italian govern- 
ment, and school-age pupils pay $15 
for the entire course. The Lee 
School Committee cooperates by al- 
lowing the use of a classroom at no 
cost. Tuition for adults is a bit 
higher, but Cozzaglio believes it’s 
still one of the best bargains going. 

Last year 40 adults and 16 chil- 
dren took the course. The course 
could not be offered to adults this 
year because not enough signed up, 
and Cozzaglio thinks that’s because 
the class was at an inconvenient 
time for them. Next year, he said, 
the course will be advertised toward 
the end of August. 

This year’s group is “‘very good,” 
Nardacci said, adding that by the 
end of their training, pupils should 
be able to greet each other and give 
simple descriptions of objects and 
actions. They already can count to 
1,000 in Italian. 

Many of his pupils come from 


families in which Italian was spoken 
by parents, grandparents or great- 
grandparents, so the sounds of the 
language are not totally unfamiliar. 

Steve Guidice, 11, who attends 
class with his brother Rick, said 
this is the case in his family. ‘“My 
great-grandmother spoke Italian,” 
he said. 

Chris Brittain, 12, said both his 
grandparents speak the language. 


Other Romance languages 


Nardacci believes that even if his 
pupils cannot continue with Italian 
in high school, what they learn in 
his class will help them master any 
other Romance language, such as 
French. 

They’re already beginning to un- 
derstand an important aspect of 
communicating in a foreign lan- 
guage — gestures. In a recent class, 
forms of greeting were being dis- 
cussed. Asked what feeling he was 
describing when replying with 
“cosi, cosi’’ to the question “how 
are you?” one pupil tilted an up- 
lifted hand from side to side. 

“So-so,”” he said. 

“Bravo,”’ said Nardacci. 
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DODGING THE SNOWFLAKES in Crested Butte, 


Colo., Kim Schmidinger of Lee races toward an eighth-place 
finish in yesterday’s Super Giant Slalom at the U.S. Alpine Ski 


Championships. Cagle , on. Mauch ao, on 
U.S. Alpine Ski Championships 


Krista Schmidinger 


‘is sixth in Super G 


| 


By Paul Robbins 
Special to The Eagle 


CRESTED BUTTE, Colo. —_ It 
took two tries, but the women’s su- 
per-giant slalom was finally com- 
pleted yesterday at the U.S. Alpine 
Ski Championships. And when it 
was done, there was more than a 
little grumbling. 

“It’s lame. We’re supposed to do 


| 


it in one run,” said an obviously 
annoyed Krista Schmidinger of Lee, 
Mass. She finished sixth, her best 
result at the Subaru U.S. alpine na- 
tionals, but was upset with the re- 
start, which delayed the race for an 
hour. 

Twenty-year-old Kristen Krone of 
Truckee, Calif., won her first na- 
tional race in 1 minute, 39.03 sec- 
onds, defeating runner-up Hilary 
Lindh by .44 second, Kristi Terzian 


| of Salt Lake City was third in 


| 1:40.37, 


Krista. was the top Berkshire 
County skier with her sixth-place 
finish in 1:41.23. Kim Schmidinger 
was eighth with a time of 1:41.49, 
and Heidi Voelker of Pittsfield, 
starting her first super-G in three 


| seasons, was 15th in 1:44.37. US. 
_ Disabled Team skier Nancy Gust- 


afson, also of Pittsfield, was 32nd in 


| 6: 


| the field of 34 finishers. Eighteen 


skiers failed to finish their run. 

In the men’s super-G yesterday 
morning, Alaskan Tommy Moe won 
the men’s title by nearly .7 second 
over Kyle Rasmussen, with Bill 
Hudson and Kyle Wieche of Farm- 
ington, Conn., tying for the bronze. 

Yesterday’s persistent snow at 
Crested Butte resort forced a short 
delay in the start of the race. The 
snow created a condition called flat 
light, in which skiers have difficulty 
seeing bumps in the terrain. 


When the race finally started, the 
first three skiers fell, including gi- 
ant slalom champion and slalom co- 
champion Diann Roffe. The five- 
member jury met and elected to 
shift a couple of gates on the bottom 
of the course, where the forerunners 
and the three skiers reported prob- 
lems, and to restart the champion- 
ship. 

i. mock cheer went up as Terzian, 
the first starter down after the re- 
start, crossed the finish line. Krone 
followed shortly with what proved to 
be the winning time. i 

The restart was like a pebble in 
the ski boot of many racers. Krista 
Schmidinger typified the comments 


Krista Schmidinger places sixth 
Continued on Page D5 


U. 


Krista Schmidinger 


Continued from Page D1 


as she watched the finishes, 


“It’s unfair, I can’t believe it,” 
she said. ; 


Voelker, flashing the first post- 
race smile she has shown at the 
Subaru races, said, “It’s tough. I 
wish they’d kept on going. This way, 
it gave you too much time to let 
things roll around in your head, to 
get nervous.” 


__ Still, she was pleased with finish- 
ing the race. 


I wasn’t expected to do anything — 
not like in GS or slalom a gr 
wasn’t any pressure.” 


ee with the Visibility as a fog 
rolled across parts of the 
trail. ‘ eae: 
“It was hard to see, but it turned 
out all right, I guess, even with the 
yucky snow,” she said. “T was late 

(on her turns] a lot. I wish the 
conditions had been different — a 
a better.” 

_ The Schmidingers next com te 
in the World Junior Championships 
on April 2-9 at Mount Alyeska, less 
than an hour out of Anchorage, 
Alaska. Voelker plans to compete in 
NorAm races, starting with two in 
Vermont, at Sugarbush and Mount 
Snow. 

Gustafson heads to the national 
disabled championships starting 
Sunday at Winter Park resort, an 
hour from Denver. 
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y The day atten 
Lee’s state champions 


come down to earth 


By Carol Sliwa 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The day after, Lee High girls’ basketball coach Tom Cinella has literally 
come down to the planet Earth. 

“T started thinking about my garden,” was Cinella’s first comment upon 
being asked to reflect on his team’s Division 3 state championship. 
“Tf's still a little cold,” he added, ‘‘but I took out my seed catalog and 

started planting. ” 
Somehow, that seems fitting, since Cinella has always preached to his 
team that basketball is a game and it should be kept in perspective. 
Apparently, that attitude rubbed off onto the players, since they were 
fearless en route to the school’s first state championship in any sport. eee 
“He just gave us so much confidence,” said Marcie Skowron, the team’s | 
junior captain. “He’s so enthusiastic. He never got down on us. When we 
have a really bad game, he always says, ‘Don’t hang your head down.’ ” 


| 


Lee coach keeps perspective 
Continued on Page D5 


be Susan Plageman 
MAKING A POINT to Lea Hunsicker, center, and Andrea 
Aldrich, right, Lee High Coach Tom Cinella talks strategy 
during Saturday’s Division 3 girls’ basketball state champion- 
ship game at the Worcester Centrum. Lee defeated Norwell 61- 
35 to win the school’s first state title. 


Lee coach keeps 
title in perspective 


Continued from Page D1 


Although Cinella is coaching the team for his first year, he is no stranger 
to coaching basketball at Lee High. He coached the Lee High boys — 
freshman, junior varsity and varsity — from 1962 to 1986. 

Cinella also points out that he coached the 7th-8th grade girls’ team at the 
Lee Youth Association youth center team for two years, after giving up the 
boys’ head coaching job. He’s periodically filled in for coaches who had to 
. miss practice, and in general, has just always hung around his hometown’s 
local courts. 

“He always helped everybody,” said Skowron. “He’s just into basket- 
ball.” 

She said when the team heard he had applied for the vacant girls’ job last 
, year, ‘‘We were really glad. We wanted him to get 1G} 

Some members of the School Committee didn’t feel that way and his 
appointment was nearly rejected, but Cinella said he doesn’t want to 
comment about that. 

“That would take away from the girls and their success,” the coach said. 
“Anything I’d say about that, I’m sure would subtract from that. The girls 
deserve the credit, and that’s it.” 


Free substitution 


Nevertheless, there’s no question Lee benefited from his coaching tactic 
of constant substitutions. Throughout the tournament, opposing coaches 
frequently commented about the difficulty their teams had trying to keep 
with Lee’s steady stream of fresh players filtering in and out of the lineup. 

In Saturday’s state championship game, the starters were Skowron, 
Andrea Aldrich, Lea Hunsicker, Michele Naventi and June Pleu. But Jessie 
McManmon, Shannon Driscoll, Stacey Lynch, Katie Cinella (the coach’s 
daughter), Jennifer Finnegan and Lisa Shoppe all got their big chance, too. 

So, they could all feel an equal part of the celebration when the team took 
its victory fire truck ride down Main Street Saturday night — and today 
when it headed to Lenox Dale for a free spaghetti dinner at Sir Anthony’s — 
where Naventi, her sister, Marcy (the team’s scorekeeper), and their 
mother Pam work. 


graduates only one senior, guard June Pleu. 

“Right now, we’re just enjoying this,” said Cinella, ‘‘and, hopefully, 
success will motivate the girls to work harder.” 

The team’s captain, for one, said they won’t be resting on their state 


“we'll just try to do it again,” said Skowron. “Everyone will want to 
experience it again. It was so much fun.” 
But as they did this year, the Wildcats insist they will take it one step at a 
time. 

“Next year,” assured ‘Cinella, “our first goal will be to be successful in 


: 
Looking ahead 
More championship celebrations could be in store in the future, since Lee | 
x championship laurels. 
our first scrimmage.” 
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By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Along about mid-May, if 
all goes as planned, the old’ St. 
Mary’s School on Academy Street 
will be picked up and moved about 
100 yards to a new site off Main 
Street, next to the L.V. Toole In- 
surance Agency. 


Joseph M. Toole, president of the 
agency and the owner of the 104- 
year-old school, said yesterday that 
he hopes to have ‘the two-story 
wooden building moved to its new 
location no later than the second 
week of May. However, it could be 
as early as the last week of April. 

“There’s still some site planning 
to be done, but it really depends on 
when the mover can do it and we’re 


The former St. Mary’s School on Academy Street. 


not sure about that yet,” Toole said. 
He described the mover, Richard 
Hicks of Hatfield, as “one of the 
best in the business,’ 


Hopes of saving the school ap- 
peared dim late last year when the 
Springfield Catholic Diocese ap- 
proved the St. Mary’s Church parish 
council’s request to demolish the 
building. Church officials said the 
request was made because the par- 
ish was having trouble enough sup- 
porting its new school on Orchard 
Street without paying for a renova- 
tion of the old building, estimated 
just more than one year ago at 
$150,000, 


Purchased for $1 


In January, Toole purchased the 
building for,$1, and announced plans 


, to move it to a commercially zoned 
lot he owns at the corner of Main. 
_ and Elm streets, He estimated the 


moving and renovation costs at 
$200,000, which he plans to recoup 
by renting office space. 


So far, Toole has no tenants lined 
up, but that hasn’t shaken his con- 
fidence or changed his belief that 
“everybody wins” as a result of his 


edna. 
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Joseph M. Toole at new site off Main Street. 


| Former school on verge of 


plan. “The town, the parish, the 
workmen, me — everybody,”’ he 
said. 


Toole’s attachment to the old 
school is based in part on a family 
connection. His grandfather at- 
tended it when it first opened in 
1885, 


The oldest parochial school in 
Berkshire County, St. Mary’s was 
founded by five French nuns. It was 
built with money donated by Jane 
Sedgwick of Stockbridge, a convert 
to Roman Catholicism. Sedgwick 
donated $5,000 initially, $100 per 
year for upkeep and $9,000 upon her 
death. Toole said the school might 
have been built in Stockbridge had 
it not been for a bishop’s determi- 
nation that there were not enough 
Catholics in that town. 

With the opening of the new St. 
Mary’s School in 1957, the old build- 
ing was closed and has been used 
little since then. 


315 tons 

Moving the building, which is es- 
timated to weigh about 315 tons, 
may require a temporary disloca- 
tion of two utility poles on Academy 


moving 


Street and a number of streetlights 
on Main. Toole has said that inter- 
ruption of telephone and cable TV 
service may not occur at all be- 
cause the cables are simply laid 
down in the street and can with- 
stand being run over should that 
occur. Any interruption in electric 
service probably wouldn’t last much 
longer than two hours, he said. 


Photos by D.R. Bahlman 
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Sharing tears palo y 


from Boston to Lee 


Usually, it’s a tough situation when an 18-year-old has to share her tears 
with hundreds of thousands of newspaper readers throughout New England. 

But talk to Lee High senior June Pleu, and she doesn’t mind at all. 

If you remember, Pleu was that joyful but 
teary-eyed member of the Lee High basketball 
team who was photographed celebrating her 
team’s state championship moment with her 
older sister, Joyce, in Sunday’s Eagle. It was a 
particularly poignant moment for the sisters, 
especially since June helped complete the mis- 
sion that her older sister had failed in during the 
Wildcats’ 1980 trip to the state final, and Susan 
Plageman’s camera caught the moment. 

t That, however, was just the tip of the iceberg. 
Bob McDonough A camera from the Sunday Republican of 
—__.— __ Springfield also caught June hugging her 
teammate Michele Naventi, and a Boston Globe photographer nailed 
another photo of June being hugged by one of her Lee High buddies, Tina 
Gailes. 

The moment obviously caught on with editors throughout the region, and 
on Sunday morning — voila! There was June Pleu, not in the sports section, 
but on Page One of the Eagle, Republican and Globe. 

“I woke up Sunday morning and went down to the Convenience Plus,” 
Pleu recalled of her day-after-victory stroll. “I walked in, looked down at 
all the newspapers there and all I saw was myself looking back at me. I 
was sort of embarrassed, but then I must have bought about $25 worth of 
newspapers.” 

The photographs came shortly after the post-game handshake between 
the Lee and Norwell girls after the Wildcats had posted their 61-35 victory 
in the Division 3 championship game. That’s when June went over to visit 
with her sister, Joyce, who along with four other Pleu sisters and a brother 
were watching at the Centrum. 

“My sister called me over and she gave me some flowers,” June said. “I 
was talking to her for a minute, and when I turned around there were four 
cameras aimed at me. I didn’t know what to do. I just stood there crying.”’ 

Of the three Page One photos, the Lee cover girl said, “the one with my 
sister was my favorite one, because she’s always been the one I’ve looked 
up to. I went to her last game, and there she was at my last game... . It’s a 
moment Ill. never forget.”’ 


* * * * 


Speaking of Lee and state championships, it was noted after the Wildcats’ 
victory that it marked the first state championship of any kind in the 
school’s history. 

It was not noted a couple of weeks earlier that when the Mount Greylock 
girls’ cross country ski team won its 1989. state championship, that also 
marked the first state title of any kind for the Williamstown school. 


All of which leads to a you’re-really-asking-for-trouble question: Has | 


anybody ever put together a list of all the Berkshire County high school 
teams and individuals who have won state championships? 

Evidently not, so in the interest of solving the mystery, creating an 
accurate list and starting a few arguments, here’s the list of state 


champions assembled so far from the past 20 years or so, listed alphabeti- | 


cally by school: : 

DRURY — 1978 baseball, 1978 girls’ basketball, 1981 wrestler Jeff May, 
1986 wrestler Dan Trombley. 

LEE — 1989 girls’ basketball. 


Calling all state champions 
Continued on Page D3 


rr 


| 


NN LN A a NON pl AACR A OOPS oi SA 


RR MOK kk kK KKK kw kw 


7S. 


E BASKETBAL 


LEE LADY WILDCATS 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 


x 1989 « 
* STATE « 
* CHAMPS « 


DONATIONS ARE BEING ACCEPTED FOR JACKETS AND A 
| BANQUET TO BE HELD IN THE GIRLS’ HONOR IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 


(2) 
O 
2) 
e 
@ 
@ 


‘TO CONTRIBUTE PLEASE CONTACT DONNA SKOWRON AT 243-1159 
OR FLOSSY PLEU AT 243-0376 


LEE HIGH GIRLS BASKETBALL 
BOOSTER CLUB 
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Me ny hg local case has come 
ore state Housing Appeals 
~ Committee, which decides disputes 
between developers and local zoning 
boards of appeal. 

The committee is expected to rule 
within the next few months on 
whether the Lee Housing Authority 
will be permitted to build 16 units of 
low- and moderate-income housing 
ona site off Marble Street. 

The proposed project, which the 
Zoning Board of Appeals rejected 4- 
1 in January, was the subject of a 
hearing last week in the Airoldi 


“1.5 milli 


heard on ZBA rejection 


2 


a year if the morato- 
> not in effect. 
increasing the capacity to 
on gallons per day or bet- 
ter” would cost about $3 million at 
today’s prices. 

Hunter noted that the town was 


aware of the proposed project long 
before the moratorium was im- 


He sa 


ed. 

Another part of the site is occu- 
pied by housing for the elderly, and 
Scolforo said water from that 
project drains on property owned by 
Lee Lime Corp. The company 
agreed to allow this, but it does not 
want any more water draining onto 


ON key ge et ty» 


“s 16-unit project 


eR are, het 


its land, he said, adding that the 
only other way to manage drainage 
from the proposed project would be 
to build a pipeline along a town 
street at an estimated cost of 
$160,000. 

At the conclusion of the hearing, 
Gorman asked both lawyers to 
submit written arguments. He also 
urged the parties to try to settle 
their differences before a decision is 
issued. 

“The committee can, in effect, set 
local zoning,” he said. ‘“‘That’s not 
something we do lightly or willingly. 
We'd much rather hear that the 
matter has been settled locally.” 


pr a 


Building before Maurice Gorman, 


executive director of the state 
panel. 

Gorman said the committee, 
which is an arm of the Executive 


Office of Communities and Devel- | 


opment, has the legal authority to 
override the decisions of local ap- 
peals boards regarding comprehen- 
sive permits. 


He said his task now is to review | 


the record of last week’s hearing, 
write a draft decision and circulate 
it to all committee members. Sig- 
natures of two of them are neces- 
sary for the decision to become fi- 
nal, he said, adding that a vacancy 
on the committee has reduced its 
membership to four. 


Last week, the housing authority’s 


lawyer, Donald C. Hunter, told 
Gorman that the project was first 
conceived in 1985 as having 24 units 


but that it was later scaled down to | 


16 — eight buildings with two units 
in each. He said state figures indi- 


cate that the town’s inventory of | 


housing for low- and moderate- in- 
come families is not as large as it 
should be. The town is well within 
state guidelines for housing for the 
elderly, he added. 

Attorney Jerome J. Scully, who 


represents the ZBA, contended that | 
the board denied a comprehensive | 
permit for the project largely be- | 


cause of a town-imposed morato- 
rium on buildings that produce 
more than 2,000 gallons of sewage 
per day. The moratorium, which 
was imposed in November 1987, is 
still in effect and probably will be 
until the capacity of the sewage 
treatment plant is enlarged. 

Other reasons for the denial, said 
Scully, included safety concerns and 
drainage. The lawyer called wit- 
nesses, including two longtime res- 
idents of the neighborhood who tes- 
tified that the project’s proximity to 
marble and lime quarries is dan- 
gerous because it is an “attractive 
nuisance” to children. One witness 
said his sister died in 1936 as the 
result of a fall in the marble quarry. 

J. Peter Scolforo, local DPW su- 
perintendent, testified that the 
sewage treatment plant’s present 
capacity is 1 million gallons per day 
and that it processes an average of 
750,000 gallons per day. He esti- 
mated that the plant will be han- 
dling 850,000 gallons per day within 
a year and that it would be over its 


Luck, plus 


By Laurie Forfa 


LEE 

t all began the same day the Lee 
I High School girls won the Division 

III state basketball title. Buoyed b 
the success of the champion role models 
— including three older sisters — nine 
midget players in the 5th and 6th grades 
of St. Mary’s School in Lee stormed into 
Cathedral High in Springfield and over- 
whelmed their competition in the finals of 
the Springfield CYO tournament. Sam 
Blaisdell and Kristen Coty led their 
midget team to a decisive victory over 
Springfield’s Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrement, and Kelsey Scarpa and A.J. 
Skowron, who battled back from two 
broken ankles over the season, led the 
cadets to victory over the always tough 
and well coached Golden Knights of John 
Lucey. 

It seemed like a miracle — again: the 
little girls from Lee playing through the 
city tournament for the honor of repre- 
senting the diocese of Springfield in the 
New England CYO tournament in Man- 
chester, N.H. The two squads contained a 
host of veteran players who had captured 
two previous New England titles in the 
midget division in 1987 and 1988. But this 
year was starting out even more special 
with both the midget and the cadets ad- 
vancing. The cadets had never won their 
division in the New England tourney. 

* * * 


“How lucky they were to win,” a friend 
remarked. Here are some of the compo- 
nents of that “luck”: There were long 
hours of practice, monotonous repetition 
to perfect their plays, mastering of more 
and more complex skills. There was the 
hard work from October to April that 


ire E: 


re 


“Of talented and'committed coaches like. | 


Matt O’Brien and Tony Burns and Steve | 


Marcel and Chris Unsworth and Tom 


Biasin and Jim Feeley. 


aoa eee 
It was the luck of having a Lee Youth 


~ Association willing to promote opportu- 


nities for girls and a parish like St. ” 


' Mary’s that takes pride in its youth. It 


was the luck of having a Bobby Eccher to 
organize girls basketball and do all the 
work of finding enough courageous ref- 
erees to do the games. 

It was the good fortune of having par- 


_ ents who turned basketball into a real 


family affair, turning out mothers and 


and brothers and aunts and uncles and 
grandparents and neighbors. More than 


- one opposing team marveled at the fan 
| contingent for Lee at league games and 


tournaments throughout the year. It was 


- the luck of having people like Joe Furgal, 


who faithfully kept the statistics for ev- 


bound, steal, turnover and blocked shot. 

So it was with all that luck behind it 
that the Lee caravan headed off to Man- 
chester on the same weekend that the 
women’s NCAA final four was played. It 
may be that those college women, like 
the high school players a few weeks be- 
fore, served to inspire those coming up 
through the ranks. 

ee ke 


Well, the story from New Hampshire 
was short and sweet. Just as the girls 
had held off the competition in Spring- 
field, they did the same in Manchester. 
Cadet Jen Baker scored the first Lee 
basket of the tournament in a 9 a.m. 
game against Hartford, and the push for 
the title was on. The cadets defeated 
Hartford 23-8 and Boston 33-10. Then they 
captured the division by pounding Prov- 
idence 54-32. 

It was not only the starters — Skowron 
and Scarpa and Baker and Allison Forfa 
and Tobey Furgal — who led the team to 
a win. It was full team effort in three 
fast-paced games in two days, requiring 
contributions from everyone. St. Mary’s 
got what it needed and more from Lee 
Brighenti, Stacey Rollins, Dana O’Brien, 
Kasey McManmon and Mary Collins. 

While the cadets were putting on their. 
show at New Hampshire College, the 
midgets were down the road at Trinity 


| 
; 
| 


| 
| 
| 


} 


_ fathers to cheer on players — and sisters | 


_ ery game, tallying not only points scored _ 
| and shooting percentages, but every re- 
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nobody saw except coaches Chris Salinet- High — defeating West Side Catholic of 
ti and Robin Moffat and Jack Blaisdell Manchester 35-8, St. Joseph’s of Bridge- 
and John Matthews and the parents who port 42-7 and Sacred Heart of Hartford 
os had to soothe sore feet and aching mus- 35-4. For the third consecutive year, St. 
cles. There were all the games and |, Mary’s Blaisdell and Coty, along with 
scrimmages preceding the CYO victory, ” Chrissy Cinella, Maureen Kennedy, 
the great wins and tough losses that _ Cherie Nolan, Laurie Curtin, Megin 
make up any basketball season. _ Holian, Renee Verdi and Jennifer Math- 
What luck there was wasn’t so much ews brought home a title. 
the luck of winning, but rather the luck of The people of Lee have given a lot to 
having people like Donna and Phil Skow- these young athletes, and these young 
* ron, who four years ago put hours into | players have given a lot back to their 
developing a 4th and 5th grade interna- | town. May it continue. 
-_ tional league for these girls to get them 4S ee 
Bact off to a solid and fun start. It was the «i Laurie Forfa, a Lee resi is di 
, : i f ident, is di 
-- — luck of having a Kevin Morandi to help | rector of nursing at Hillcrest Hospital 
mrs ~.°~ get All Star play off the ground, andthe § 4 in Pittsfield. 


~~. wonderful luck of having a whole string 
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man, 23, fined $2,650 


on Operation Berkshire charges 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A Housatonic man, the 
fourth defendant to be tried locally 
in the Operation Berkshire case, 
was flea guilty on 13 counts of 
hunting and gaming violations yes- 
terday in District Court. sf: 

Roger E. Ball, 23, of Hart Stree 
was Tame guilty of one count of 
selling a mammal without a permit, 
five counts of illegal possession of 
deer, two counts of hun on a 
reservation, two counts of hunting 
without hunter’s orange and one 
count each of killing a deer without 
a permit, having a loaded gun in a 
motor vehicle and hunting unlaw- 
fully by use of a motor vehicle. 


He is the first Berkshire County 
resident to be convicted in the case. 


Ball was fined $2,650 and given a 
six-month suspended sentence to the 
House of Correction. He was put on | 
probation for one year, and his li- 
cense to hunt in Massachusetts was 
revoked for a year. 

Guilty findings 

Ball’s is the fourth case connected 
' with Operation Berkshire to be ad- 
judicated in the county. All four 
cases have resulted in guilty find- 
ings. In all, 23 defendants in four 
states are being tried in connection 
wih the operation. 


The findings in this case were 
based on testimony given by two 
undercover agents who spent 2% 
years with Ball and several other 
defendants. Their work uncovered a | 
loosely organized group of hunters 
who killed deer and other wildlife 
illegally and sold their meat and 
organs on the black market. 


. Yesterday, the agents, investiga- 
tor Steven P. Canfield of the New 
York Department of Environmental 
Police and Massachusetts Envi- 
ronmental Police Officer Andrew 
Dykeman, implicated Ball in four 
hunting trips that took place last 
year. The incidents occurred on 
Nov. 2, 28, 29 and 30. 


According to the two agents, Ball 
worked in the slaughterhouse of his | 
stepfather, Albert Fellows, on Route | 
7A in Sheffield. Fellows is another 
defendant in the case and has yet to 
be tried. 


Two groups | 


Canfield and Dykeman alleged 
that, on two occasions, Ball ac- 
cepted deer from hunters and 
skinned the animals. Neither of the 
deer was legally killed. 

On three other occasions, they 
said, Ball joined a group who 
hunted on Bartholomew’s Cobble in 
Ashley Falls. The hunters split up, 
with one, group hiding together 
while the other group drove deer 
toward it, they said. The purpose of | 
_| the action was to kill large numbers | 
of deer quickly. Although the expe- | 
ditions occurred during shotgun 
season, Bartholomew’s Cobble is a | 
state reservation where hunting is _ 
prohibited. 

None of the hunters wore hunter’s 
orange during these hunts, the 
| agents testified, although Dykeman 
| said Ball had a reversible jacket 

that had hunter’s orange on the in- 

side. Dykeman said he recalled that 


Ball might have reversed the jacket 


on one of the trips. 


Stanley I. Piatcyzc, western re- 
gional supervisor for the Trustees of 
Reservations, which includes Bar- 
tholomew’s Cobble, told the court 
that the ‘‘no hunting”’ signs clearly 
delineate the perimeter of the res- 
ervation, He added that the area is 
well-traveled by groups and indi- 
viduals. 

Ball’s attorney, Robert T. Cape- 
less Jr., in rebutting the testimony 


‘of the agents, contended that they 


may have entrapped his client. Ball, 
he ad. worked at the slaughter- 
house skinning and gutting animals, 
including deer. The work was legit- 
imate, he said, and Ball was un- 
aware of whether or not the animals 
were obtained illegally. 


) Capeless added that Ball was 


“caught up” in the hunting expedi- 
tions and is a “small fish” in the 
overall investigation. 

“This young man did some dumb 
things,” Capeless said. “But he’s 
the son of the man they want.” 

But Assistant District Attorney 
Joseph A. Pieropan told Associate 
Justice James P. Dohoney that ‘no 
one put a gun to this man’s head 
and told him to go out there [to 
hunt]. Roger Ball was there, and he 
wanted to be there.” 

Pieropan described the expedi- 
tions as “commando attacks” on 
Bartholomew’s Cobble. If Ball did 
don orange, he said, “it was so he 
wouldn’t get shot by his own peo- 

le.” 
i Dohoney found Ball guilty on all 
counts, calling the actual killing of 
the deer and selling another without 
a permit the most serious. 


School budget of $4 million, 
trash sorting approved in Lee 


By D.R. Bahlman 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Town representatives last 
night unanimously approved a 1989- 
90 school budget of $4,050,537. 


There was no debate on the war- 
rant article, which was one of 28 
articles that were not acted upon at 
town meeting May 11. That meeting 
was continued until last night. 


In urging approval of the school 
budget, Selectman William D. Bean 
noted that the School Committee 
worked closely with Selectmen and 
the Finance Committee and re- 
sponded quickly to a Selectmen’s 
request that all town departments 
“Jevel-fund”’ their budgets except 
for negotiated or contractual salary 
increases. 


Trash-sorting bylaw 


The representatives also unani- 
mously approved a bylaw that re- 


quires households and businesses to 
separate trash into three categories, 
paper, glass and other waste, before 
having it disposed of. 

DPW Superintendent J. Peter 
Scolforo said enforcement of the 
bylaw probably will begin next year 
when the town starts construction of 
a new landfill. He said that sepa- 
rating trash eases recycling efforts 
and could save taxpayers consider- 
able amounts of money in the fu- 
ture. Unseparated trash, Scolforo 
said, shortens the life of a landfill. 

Although details have not been 
worked out yet, Scolforo said it is 
likely that households will receive 
three separate containers in which 
to dump the different materials be- 
fore disposal. Apartment house 
landlords would be responsible for 
seeing that separation takes place, 
he said. Violators would be subject 
to a $15 fine, which Scolforo said 
was written into the bylaw in order 


to “get people tuned up” for recy- 
cling, which he described as the 
coming “way of life.” Asked how 
the $15 figure was arrived at, Scol- 
foro said it was intended to stimu- 
late awareness. 

“We could have made it $100 and 
really gotten people tuned up,” he 
said. 

In other action last night, repre- 
sentatives: 

e Passed over an article that 
would have established a rent con- 
trol board to oversee rent increases 
in existing and future mobile home 
parks in the town. Passing over an 
article is the equivalent of defeating 
it. 

e Passed over an article that 
called for spending $50,000 to con- 
struct sidewalks in the Greylock 
and Bradley Street areas. This ar- 
ticle, like a number of others calling 
for large expenditures (for exam- 
ple, $80,000 for the repair of a cul- 
vert and $75,000 for the purchase of 
a new fire truck), was passed over 
on Bean’s motions. The selectman 
said that because the amount of 
state funding is not known, the 
money should not be spent until 
there is more certainty about the 
town’s exact fiscal position. 

¢ Passed over an article that 
would have expanded the town’s 
wetlands protection bylaw. 

e Passed over an article that 
would have required developers to 
pay a consultant to monitor con- 
struction projects and report to 
permit-granting boards regarding 
compliance with conditions. 


on creation of town administrator post. 


ballot, it must either wait until May | 


; 
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Lee voters opt to start ball rolling 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

LEE — In the first session of an 
annual town meeting that will be 
continued next week, town repre- 
sentatives voted last night to peti- 
tion the Legislature to allow the 
town to create the position of town 
administrator. 

The voice vote followed the nar- 
row defeat of a motion to delay 
action on the-question until another 
public hearing is held. 


ber 1987 and concluded it last 
summer. Booth said his conclusions 
were based on town records, inter- 
views with elected and appointed 
town officials, and questionnaires 
sent to town representatives. 

“Tt is my professional conclusion 
that the town needs some form of 
full-time professional assistance if it 
is to move with confidence into the 
coming years,” Booth said. 

In other action last night, repre- 
sentatives approved salaries for 


e¥s 


ments. Approval of the salaries 
came after representatives heard 
an explanation of a salary scale that 
has been agreed upon by the Se- 
lectmen and the town employees’ 
association. 


Robert Trask, chairman of the. 


Finance Committee, told the meet- 
ing that salaries are the only budget 
items that will increase signifi- 
cantly over this year. As a result, 
he said, the town is now $217,000 
over the tax levy limit set by Prop- 


Committee recommends that the 
town stay within the levy limit by 
maintaining ‘“‘consistency in ap- 
provals for wage increases for both 
school and town departments,” us- 
ing free cash or cutting the budget 
further. ‘Ke : 

Bean defended wage increases for. 
town employees, noting that “they 
have given 110 percent and they 
deserve to be compensated.” 

The town meeting will continue at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday in the audito- 
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‘orhe town of Lee needs a town Some town employees and depart- sition 2%. 


administrator, they need it badly. 
and they need it now,” said Se- 
lectman William D. Bean. “If we 
drag this thing out another year it | 
(state funding] may not be there. | 
Let’s get this thing moving.” | 
The representatives’ action will | 
not be the final word. Creation of 
the new office must be approved at 
a town election. Since it is too late 
to get the question on this year’s | 


1990 or until a special town election 
is called. 


More information needed 


Some representatives complained ° 
that they did not have enough in- 
formation to vote intelligently. 
Town Clerk John J. Nagle asked 
that all representatives who had 
read at least two-thirds of a con- 
sultant’s report recommending 
creation of the office to stand. At 
least 20 of the 46 representatives in 
attendance remained seated. In 
addition, copies of the report were 
made available to all representa- 
tives, and five copies remained un- _ 
claimed as of last night. 

The consultant, David A. Booth of 
the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, began his study in Octo- | 


He said the Finance 
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rium at the Central School. 
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SCULPTOR Ann Jon supervises the loading of the statue of the Virgin Mary for a return trip to 


St. Mary’s Church in Lee. 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — After a seven-month absence, a weather- 
worn marble statue of the Virgin Mary holding th 
Christ Child is back at St. Mary’s Church. : 

The statue had been in the hands of Ann Jon, a 
sculptor from Great Barrington, who restored and 
eps the 44-year-old statue in her studio on Seekonk 

“I was impressed with the carving, both aestheti- 
ply and technically,” Jon said. “‘It’s a fine piece of 
work. 

The Rev. Howard McCormick, pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church, said the statue was placed in a shrine at the 
church in 1945 to honor the memory of those killed in 
World War II. Over the years, he said, Berkshire 
weather took its toll and the statue sustained consid- 
erable damage. 


‘Almost black’ 
“Tt was almost black in parts,” said Jon, “and the 
child’s nose and feet were missing. The fingers on one 
of the Madonna’s hands were gone and the cross on the 
ball in the child’s : ing.” 


child’s feet were missing, Jon 


model to follow, but she drew on experience — 


gained working for two years in an Italian studio that 
produced religious statues. She also studied many 
photographs. 

“You can do a foot a hundred ways,” she said. 
“Fortunately, I spent a long time surrounded by 
people carving Madonnas.” 

Matching the marble appeared at first to be a major 
obstacle, but Jon says she found a match in her own 
studio. She then set to work carving new pieces. 

“The child’s nose was tiny — about the size of the 
end of my finger,” she said, adding that the nose was 
too small to allow drilling of holes for dowels. It is held 
on by a special marble epoxy that is stronger than the 
stone itself. 

“You, can put two pieces of marble together with it, 
then break it, and the break will be along another line, 
not where you glued it,” she said. j 

The sculptor cleaned the statue with a toothbrush, 
sparingly using different solutions to avoid damaging 
the stone. A 

“Marble is very fragile,” she said. 

The restored statue was delivered to the church 
Thursday by Allen Williams, owner of Chester Granite 
pa Otis, who had originally referred McCormick 

on. 
Recalling her work on the statue, Jon said she had 


ed if they were forsale. 


vith them,” she said, laughing. 
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Mary returns to St. Mary’s 


ps finished sculpting the baby’s feet when a visitor to 


Zs 


Alan Solomon 


who was a member of the class of 1906, is believed to be the oldest 


ride 


St. Mary’s parish council’s request to demolish it. 


Church officials said the r 


equest was made because 
estimated just more 


Old Lee school 
Continued on Page B3 


Ss. 


’ 


the parish was having trouble enough supporting its 
new school on Orchard Street without paying for a 


renovation of the old building, 
than one year ago at $150,000. 


Irving graduate of St. Mary 


Six hours later, it completed what may well be the 
widest right turn onto Main Street in the town’s 
The building’s future seemed dim late last year 
when the Springfield Catholic Diocese approved the 


location. Hayes, 97, 


Old school in Lee takes a 12-hour 


104-year-old building to be maneuvered onto Acad- 
history, and was well on its way to its new site, a lot 
on the corner of Main and Elm streets next to the 
L.V. Toole Insurance Agency. 


emy Street. 


’ 


talks with Clotilda ‘‘Clo” Hayes in Lee as the 
e 


agent Joseph M. Toole 
the ground to allow th 


’ 


Academy is moved to a new 
” according to the build- 


powerful diesel truck, the 
S owner, local insurance 


demy was gingerly moved 
tion where it will be put to a 


right 
s 
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D.R. Bahlman 
ya 
St. Mary’s Aca’ 


yesterday to a new loca 
new use: office space. 
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Graduation Speakers Named 


LEE — Daniel O'Neil and 
Jill Cozzaglio will be 
High School valedictorian 
and salutatoriau. respective- 
ly. 

Mr. » O'Neil, the son of 
Walter and Victoria O'Neil of 
Forest Streel. is a National 
Merit Scholar. He plans to at- 
tend Yale University to major 

) in economics this fall. 

He is a member of the 

Natonal Honor Society and 


Lee 


England Math League exam. 

Miss Cozzaglio, the 
daughter of Stephen and San- 
dra Cozzaglio of Davis Street, 
expects to attend Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in the 
fall to major in mechanical 
engineering. 

She is a member of the Na- 
tional Honor Society and was 
selected in 1988 for 
Scholastic All-American and 
the National Science Merit 


placed 


first in 


the New Award. 


Old School Moves 


LEE — Movers yesterday re-situated the former St. 
Mary's Academy to a lot at the corner of Main and Elm next 
to the L.V. Toole insurance Agency. The Catholic Diocese 
which owned the building last year gave permission to the 
St. Mary’s parish council to demolish the building. Richard. 
Hicks of Brimfield moved the building for Joseph M. Toole, 


who bought the structure for $1 in January. 


Thomas Awarded Fellowship 


LEE — Augusta Thomas, a graduate student in music 
composition at the University of Illinois, has been awarded 
the 58th Kate Neal Kinley Memorial Fellowship for 
1989-90. The Lee resident plans to use the $4,500 
fellowship to continue her studies in composition. She is a 
graduate of Northwestern University.and has attended Yale 
University and the Royal Academy of Music in London, 


Cadi. Gat. Ahoy 
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South Lee woman named head 


of national la 


By Linda Burchard 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

LEE — Virginia S. Finn of South 
Lee and Belmont, assistant to the 
resident for student affairs at 
Weston School of Theology in Cam- 
bridge, has been named national 
chairman of the National Associa- 
tion of Lay Ministry. 

Finn is. author of fy Pr botk 
“Pilgrim in the Parish: piritual- 
ity for Lay Ministers,” published by 
Paulist Press. The book is aimed at 
lay people engaged in 
vol ministry 


Pane this World,” that co 
“py 7 in + ‘or »” n- 
cerns lay living out their 
faith in families, work settings and 
civic involvements. A projected 
third will be titled “Pilgrims in the 
Church,” about lay people engaged 
in professional ministerial leader- 
ship. 


“She is former chaplain at the 
- "Massachusetts Institute of Technol- 
ogy and a former adviser to the 
National Council of Catholic Bish- 
ops’ Committee on the Laity. 


rie . 


Virginia S. Finn 


She was active in the former 
Vineyard Community in Lenox. 

The 600-member National Asso- 
ciation of Lay Ministry includes 
priests and members of religious 
orders as well as lay people, but the 
membership supports and advo- 


y ministry assn. 


cates the growing role of lay people 
in the ministry. That role, said 
Finn, has its theological foundation 
in the baptismal call of all Christian 
believers to ministry and mission 
and is not just a response to a 
shortage of priests. i 

The association will hold its an- 
nual conference June 1 through 4 in 
Baltimore. 

The association was recently 
awarded a $49,000 grant from the 
Raskob Foundation for Catholic ac- 
tivities, $22,000 of which is directed 
for the association’s standing 
committee, which meets at Weston. 
The grant will be used to develop a 
handbook on lay religious experi- 
ence for parish use and to publish a 
guide for resources for ongoing 
spiritual development for lay min- 
isters. 

Finn has been at Weston, a Jesuit- 
run institution, for 15 years. She 
received an master of divinity de- 
gree there in 1980 after five years of 
study. She also pag ass 
degree in English and a mas rs 
degree in education from the Uni- 
versity of 


herst. yy) So 
She and her husband, George 
Finn, have four grown daughters. 
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anmon, looks on at left. The Wildcats defeated the Mounties 2-1. 
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y Berkshire Eagle Staff i 
LEE — After hearing a hair-raising repo 
the possible consequences of unfinished repa 
to a gasoline pump in one of the town’s servi 
Stations, the Selectmen Monday night voted to 


send certified letters to all motor fuel vendors 
asking that they notify town officials when re- — 


pairs to pumps are done so the work can be 
inspected. 

Bernard Judware, the town’s fence viewer and 
sealer of weights and measures, told the Se- 
lectmen that during a regular inspection of un- 
derground fuel storage tanks, he found unsafe 
wiring connections in a pump located at Towns- 
end’s Mobil station on Housatonic Street. 

Judware said the problem, which has been 
corrected, involved a belt in the pump which had 
rubbed the insulation entirely off some electrical 
wires. 

‘Accident waiting’ 


“If those wires had touched metal, that would 
have been it,” Judware said, adding that the 
work on the pump was done by a New York state 
firm under contract with Mobil. The station 
owner is not responsible for doing repairs to 
pumps. 

“The covers were off the junction boxes and 
there were bare wires exposed,” he said. “It was 


Peshontd 


By D.R. Bahiman 


We 


Jone 11 


t 


among Selectmen 
tor should be notified. 
e Fire Department should be 
ld the wiring or plumbing in- 
g on the type of work done on a 


pump. 
Selectman Joseph DuPont said he thinks 
compliance and enforcement will be a problem. 
“Tf I owned a station that had six pumps and 
one of them needed to be worked on, that’s one- 
sixth of my gas business out of commission. . . . 
I might not wait for an inspection,” he said. 
Selectman William D. Bean said the letters 
probably ‘‘will cover the town’’ from the stand- 
point of legal liability. 
Junk cars 


In other business, the Selectmen voted to bring 
a complaint in court against Richard Jones of 
Tabar Avenue for his alleged failure to remove 
all unregistered vehicles from his premises. 
About six weeks ago, Jones was issued a permit 
to keep three unregistered cars on the property 
for 30 days until they were sold or otherwise 
removed. A letter from Police Chief Edward 
Finnegan said two of the cars are gone, but a 
third, with a “for sale” sign on it, remains. 

The Selectmen also authorized Finnegan to 
take action against the owners of four unregis- 


1el vendors: 


o alert fi 


= aE 


tered vehicles that have been parked on town 
property abutting the Airoldi Bui ding. 

Also Monday, the Selectmen: 

— Read a letter from Richard A. Capello of 14 
Pease Terrace in which Capello complained that 
his requests of police for enforcement of the 
town’s leash law went unanswered. The board 
voted to ask Finnegan for a report. Selectmen - 
Chairman Diane P. Roosa also noted that three 
candidates for the post of dog officer have been 
interviewed and the Selectmen will hire a dog 
officer as soon as the fourth candidate’s inter- 
view is completed. ny 

— Voted to send letters to Williamstown and 
Stockbridge officials requesting outlines of their 
procedures for collecting fees for use of town 
swimming and beach facilities. DuPont has 
suggested imposing a user fee for Sandy Beach. 

— Invited anyone interesting in serving on a 
summer program committee to devise activities 
for the town’s teenagers to attend the board’s 
next meeting June 19. 

— Voted to notify George and Sallie Kish, 
owners of the Black Swan Inn on Route 20, that 
their permit for a. temporary ‘‘sandwich”’ sign 
has expired. The permit, which allowed place- 
ment of the sign at the roadside during the hours 
when the inn serves lunch, was issued three 
years ago. 

“Three years is not temporary,”’ Bean said. 


pulls plug on grant, housing study 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen Monday 
night voted 2-1 against signing a 
document. that would have contin- 
ued a consultant’s study of a site for 
affordable housing. 

The document was an amendment 
to an agreement the town has with 
the state. The agreement sets out 
the uses for a $12,000 grant from the 
Executive Office of Communities 
and Development which town offi- 


now before the Housing Appeals 
Board. A decision is expected within 
the next few weeks. 

DuPont said he voted against 
signing the amendment ‘‘because I 
don’t think the tasks as outlined in 
the grant are of any use to the Town 
of Lee.” 

Like Bean, DuPont pointed to the 
previous three studies of the Maple 
Street site. 

“To do it a fourth time . . . to me, 
is a waste of money,” he said. 


Citing his experience on the 
Planning Board, DuPont said he 
“always tried to give every devel- 
oper a fair hearing.’ Because of 
those efforts, he said, he opposes 
comprehensive permits. 

“T don’t feel that the town or the 
state should give an economic ad- 
vantage to any developer,” he said. 

Selectmen Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa said she supported signing 
the amendment because the town 
has appointed an Affordable Hous- 


ing Partnership Committee that 
deserves any support the Selectmen 


can give it. She also cited a need for | 


the $12,000 grant, much of which 
would be spent to conduct prelimi- 
nary technical reviews of two pro- 


posed affordable housing develop- | 


ments. 


“Maple Street would be studied | 


again, but not as extensively,” she 
said. ‘I also think the wording [of 
the amendment] would not hurt, but 
help the town.” 


’ the Planning Board and other local 


cials successfully applied for last 
year. The town has not received any 
money because funds from the 
grant are disbursed only when cer- 
tain tasks — which are specified in 
9€ contract — are completed. | 
_ One of the required jobs, the de- | 
-yelopment of affordable housing 
guidelines, has been done. The other 
three tasks, which include a pre- 
liminary feasibility analysis and 
preliminary development plan for 
an affordable housing site on Maple 
Street, were not completed. 
Selectman William D. Bean, who 
voted with Selectman Joseph DuP- 
ont not to sign the amendment, said 
yesterday that the Maple Street site 
has been studied three times over 
the past few years. Each time, he 
said, the site was found to be un- 
suitable for construction of housing. 
Bean also said that the amend- 
ment, when coupled with language 
in the earlier contract, gives the 
state too much say in town affairs. 
He noted that plans for affordable 
housing are submitted with appli- 
cations for comprehensive permits. 
On the local level, such applications 
are considered only by the town’s 
Zoning Board of Appeals, bypassing 


permit-granting authorities. 

The ZBA’s decision may be ap- 
pealed only to the state Housing 
Appeals Board (an arm of the | 
EOCD), or in the courts. 

“It’s so easy to overrule the 
town,”’ said Bean. “I think that if 
any project is worth its salt, then 
it’s worth putting through our local 
boards.” 


Bean said that the town’s first and 
only experience with a comprehen- 
sive permit has been unpleasant. He 
referred to the Lee Housing Author- 
ity’s effort to get approval for the 
construction of housing for the eld- 
erly on Marble Street. The ZBA 
rejected the plan and the case is 
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Terry F. Prem, 25, of no known ad- 
dress, pleaded not guilty yesterday to 


and finding only $51 worth of winners. 


in 


Stockbridge on Monday te get his 


money. 


Kirchner 
g tickets 


e Public 
store 


) 


8 


and larceny 
According to Police Chief R. Michael 


over $250 in connection with the theft of 


between 1,000 and 1 


breaking ‘and 

200 lottery tickets 

Prem broke into the store 
was arrested. 


July 13 and stole the tickets. After 


scratching out $51 in winners 
d on lottery tickets, and the 


Prem took the winnin 
Court officials said an inventory is 


maintaine 
Police said Prem had stolen lottery 


tickets in his\possession when he was 


from the West Stockbrid 
arrested. 


receiving stolen property, 
entering in the nighttime 
Market. 

to the Convenience Plus 


Kirchner, 
had been identified by three witnesses 


Police were notified and Prem, who 
at Convenience Plus, 


ones Prem cashed showed up as stolen. 


reported, 
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Prem was held on $200 bail after his 


arraignment before Judge. Robert J. 
The tickets stolen from the Public 


that Prem ‘‘was a likély candidate to 
Market sell for $1 each. 


Donelan. Donelan, in setting bail, wrote 
flee” and had no certain address. 
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By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — NYNEX Mobile Communications 


is looking for land in Lee and other South 


Berkshire towns to build towers for cellular 
car phone communications, District Man- 
ager Lee Sarbo told The Eagle yesterday. 

‘Sarbo said NYNEX was never contacted 
by the Massachusetts Turnpike aut: 

hich gave its competitor, Metro Mobile 
Communications of New York City, the 
ight to put up towers on turnpike land 
rent-free. 

The Federal Communications Commis- 
sion issues two cellular licenses for each 
county in Western Massachusetts. Metro 
Mobile holds one license in Bekshire County 
and NYNEX the other, according to 
spokeswoman Claudia Borthwick. 

Borthwick said she was unable to tell The 
Eagle whether Metro Mobile had an FCC 
permit for the four towers it is erecting in 
the Berkshires. ‘‘That’s in another room,” 


= she said. Sarbo said-FCC approval for the 


“cell sites,” or towers, is a prerequisite for 
construction. 

Sarbo said NYNEX sends its engineers 
out to survey the best sites for mobile 
communications towers, negotiates with 
landowners for a lease, and then hires a 
local lawyer to help it obtain all the re- 
quired local permits. 

Sought no permits 

Metro Mobile sought no local permits, nor 

id it conduct a review under the Massa- 
etts Environmental Policy Act. Its 

peement with the turnpike authority 

Stipulated that it “‘shall make diligent ef- 


forts to obtain all required approvals from 


‘federal, state, municipal and other gov- 


~ernmental authorities” to put up the tow- 


ers. 

The turnpike authority, under its 1952 
charter, is exempt from many local regu- 
lations, but there is some question as to 
whether Metro Mobile shares this immunity 
or not. Town officials and state legislators 
say they were never contacted by the au- 
thority or Metro Mobile about the towers. 

Morris Georgian of the Federal Aviation 
Administration in Boston said his agency 
had received copies of the tower plans, but 
has not completed its review of them. He 
said he did not know if Metro Mobile has to 
wait for FAA approval before building the 
towers. 

Sarbo said it is NYNEX’s corporate phi- 
losophy that good community relations are 


- very important. By seeking local approval, 


her company has fallen behind its competi- 
tion in the race to provide cellular phone 
service to the area, “but personally, I'd 


More towers 
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| arnpike Authority that no review of the 
yur-tower, project was needed under the 
_ Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act, 
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environmental review 
in tower controversy 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff* * 


LEE — State Rep. Christopher J. Hodg- 
kins, D-Lee, is asking the state environ- 
mental affairs secretary to intervene in the 
microwave communication tower contro- 
versy. 

Metro Mobile Communications of New 
York City convinced the Massachusetts 


ccording to the legal agreement between 

em. But a clause in the agreement says 
that, if that decision is challenged, it is up 
2 ae Mobile, not the authority, to de- 
end it. 


Hodgkins hopes to exploit that clause and 


has written environmental Secretary John 
A. DeVillars. 


MEPA review 


He asked DeVillars to initiate the MEPA 
review and to look into designating the 
Berkshires as scenic mountains, protecting 
them from the installation of towers that 
would interfere with the views. 


“All those towers are going to come 
down,” vowed Hodgkins. He suggested that 
the turnpike authority take steps to have its 
agreement with Metro Mobile nullified, so 
that it does not lose any money or face any 
lawsuits for breach of contract. 

Metro Mobile has begun construction on 
four towers: in Stockbridge, on top of 
Lenox Road; in Lee, between the turnpike 
and George Street; in Becket, off Whalen 
Road, and in Blandford, at the maintenance 
area on the turnpike. The towers will carry 
the conversations of people speaking on 
cellular car phones as they travel on the 
turnpike and will be used to enhance the 
ae police communications network on the 
road. 


The Blandford tower, of which only the 
foundation had been built before authority 
Chairman Allan R. McKinnon ordered all 
work stopped this week, is planned to be 
the biggest, 280 feet, followed by that in 
Lee, 250 feet; Becket, 190 feet, and Stock- 
bridge, 180 feet. A 15-story building mea- 
sures between 150 and 200 feet. 


Towns not notified 


The Lee, Becket and Stockbridge towers 
rose to about a third of their planned height 
without the knowledge of town officials. 
McKinnon told the Lee Selectmen in a pub- 
lic meeting Monday that he had “no ex- 
cuse”’ for not notifying the officials of these 
major projects. At that meeting, he agreed 
to a 30-day halt of construction to review 
the situation. 

Explaining why they had informed no one 
of their activities at the four sites, Metro 
Mobile officials told The Eagle on Monday 
that the turnpike authority is exempt from 
local regulations and that, because they are 
building on turnpike land, they are, too. 

A clause in the agreement states that 
Metro Mobile “shall make diligent efforts 
to obtain all required approvals from fed- 
eral, state, municipal and other govern- 


_mental authorities’’ for tower construction. 


The authority pledged to “cooperate in 
good faith with all such diligent efforts” 
and has the option to terminate the agree- 
ment if Metro Mobile cannot get those 
permits. 

Observers at Monday’s meeting said 
McKinnon looked distressed and unhappy 
as he responded to questions and verbal 
attacks from residents about the lack of 
aa But Hodgkins expressed no sympa- 
thy. 


Hodgkins seeks 
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rather have good community rela- 
tions.” 

Another NYNEX official, James 
Gerace of the New York Metropoli- 
tan office, expressed amazement at 
the deal between Metro Mobile and 
the turnpike and at the secret 
building of the towers. 

“I find it hard to believe that 
anyone would start building anten- 
nas by the side of the road without 
the proper approvals,” he said. “An 
antenna is a difficult thing to hide.” 

Despite NYNEX’s professed 
commitment to good community 
relations, George S. Wislocki, ex- 
ecutive director of the Berkshire 


_ Natural Resources Council and a 


vocal opponent of towers in the 
Berkshires, told The Eagle that 
NYNEX, as a public La a h 
special right of appeal to the state 
pee a of Public Utilities if the 
town rejects its application for a 
zoning variance or special permit. 
Metro Mobile is not a public utility, 


and has no such right of appeal, so,’ 
Wislocki said, NYNEX “will be 


t 


more difficult to beat.” 
The appea 


provide the public service of cellu- 


lar communication, not whether 


1 process focuses only 
on whether a tower is necessary to” 


| 
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are planned 


there is another alternative, like 
renting space on an existing tower, 
Wislocki said. 

The law now “encourages every- 
one to build a tower,” he continued, 
calling towers “money trees.” He 
suggested a change in the law to 
remove the financial incentive to 
build unnecessary structures. 

In the meantime, Wislocki ad- 
vised towns confronted with the 


tower problem to rely on the state 
Scenic Mountains Act and the Wet- ~ 


lands Protection Act, both of which 
are immune to being overridden by 
the Department of Public Utilities. 


Support group to meet 
PITTSFIELD — Berkshire Medi- 
cal Center will host the August 
meeting of Reach, a support group 
‘for parents who, have suffered the 
loss ofyachild through miscarriage, 
, or atal death. The 


Ne ‘every month. 
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STOCKBRIDGE 

ONE OF THE prominent citizens 
of Lee in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries was Carl Wurtzbach, a 
utility and banking executive, civic 
improvement leader, historian, coin 
collector and postmaster. 

He was born May 3, 1864, in 
Germany and came with his parents 
at the age of 3 to Stockbridge, 
where his father, Frederich Wurtz- 
bach, established at Interlaken 
(then Curtisville) the first ground- 
wood pulp mill in the United States, 
making possible the mass circula- 
tion of newspapers. The young man 
attended schools in Stockbridge and 
at 21 became a naturalized citizen. 

At age 17 Carl moved to Lee, 
where as an employee of F.M. 
Pease & Son he learned the phar- 
maceutical business; after Mr. 
Pease was incapacitated by illness, 
Carl operated the drugstore for 16 
years, leaving the business just be- 
fore the turn of the century, 

Earlier, in 1891, Mr. Wurtzbach 
became associated with the Lee 
Electric Co., later the Western 
Massachusetts Electric Co., and 10 
years later became its manager; 
when the Pittsfield Electric Co. took 
over he was district manager and a 
director. From 1903 to 1915 he was 
postmaster in Lee. 
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In 1904 he helped organize the 
Dresser-Hull Co., which still exists 
as a Supplier of building materials; 
in 1924 he became a director of the 
Lee National Bank and was its 
president when he died on Aug. 30, 
1947; he was also vice president, 
trustee and a member of the board 
of investment of the Lee Savings 
Bank. Active in civic matters, he 
was a trustee of the .Lee Library 
Association, treasurer of the First 
Congregational Church and was for 
27 years the assistant superinten- 
dent of its Sunday school. As a 
member of the Evening Star Lodge 
of Masons, he was in turn its secre- 
tary and master. He was active in 
the Lee Chamber of Commerce, 
Chairman of the town finance 
committee, member of the Lee 
Taxpayer Association and town 
chairman of the Berkshire Hills 
Conference. He was a member and 
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Carl Wurtzbach, about 1937 


director of the Laurel Hill Associa- 


tion in Stockbridge, 

On Oct. 13, 1887, Carl Wurtzbach 
married Lizzie I. Curtis of Cur- 
tisville and they had four children. 
One died in infancy, the boy was 
electrocuted the first day of a 
summer job with the electric com- 
pany and two girls grew to matu- 
rity. One of them, Ethel (Mrs. 
Tracy B. Ambler), was virtually a 
lifelong resident of Lee, and died in 
1982. 

Mr. Wurtzbach was an avid col- 
lector of historical china, books, 
almanacs and pamphlets. An inter- 
nationally known collector of coins, 
he was a member from 1894 of the 
American Numismatic Association, 
chairman of its board of governors, 
president in 1917-18 anda life 
member after 1927. He had other 
hobbies as well: As a youth he 
played baseball, was an avid fish- 
erman and member of both the Lee 
and Stockbridge sportsmen’s clubs. 
He was historian of his churches in 
Lee and Curtisville and of his Mas- 
onic lodge. 


As a numismatist he won interna- 
tional prestige for having assembled 
“the nearest complete and in the 
finest state of preservation of any 
collection” of Massachusetts colo- 
nial coinage, which he regarded as 
“the most interesting and _histori- 
cally the most important of all our 


Carl Wurtzbach » Lee civic leader 


By Gerard Chapman 
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colonial and United States coinage.” 

In 1937 he published a leather- 
bound volume containing detailed 
descriptions and pictures of the 72 
coins minted by the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay “to provide a 
stable medium of exchange’: said 
an Eagle article of the time, “The 
currency was issued in violation and 
defiance of the laws governing 
coinage, resulting in the revocation 
of the charter of the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony.” Mr. Wurtzbach is 
quoted as having written in his 
book, “Playing such a vital and 
potent part in the final decision to 
separate from the Mother Country, 
the series was. always held in high 
interest ... by all great collectors 
of American coins ... The forma- 
tion of the collection of Massachu- 
setts Colonial Silver herein illus- 
trated™ and described is an 
achievement to bring to realization 
a life-long ambition.”’ 


co ok * * 


Wrote the Springfield Republican 
in 1939, ‘It was while president of 
the [American Numismatic] Asso- 
ciation that he was presented that 
historic gavel which he loaned for 
the opening of the bicentennial 
services of Washington’s birth on 
Feb. 22, 1932, at Washington, and 
used on that occasion by both 
Speaker of the House John N. Gar- 
ner and Vice President Charles W. 
Curtis in presiding over the assem- 
bly which heard ‘the address of 
President Herbert Hoover on that 
occasion. The head of the gavel is 
made from a rafter of Washington's 
headquarters at Valley Forge.” The 
book and gavel are believed to be in 
possession of Mr. Wurtzbach’s de- 
scendents. 

A devoted student of history, Car] 
Wurtzbach was quoted in The Eagle 
in 1937 as pleading, ‘Please restore 
the Indian names to Pittsfield 
beauty spots. Think of Lake Ot- 
aneaque being advertised as Berry 
Pond! That colloquial name might 
go all right around home, but it 
must sound rather plebeian in far 
away Chicago. Mount Otaneaque as 
West Mountain ... Let us use more 
of the language in describing Berk- 
shire. We have a great opportunity 
here.” 
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Stiidents must solve prob 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The titles of science textbooks are much the 
same as they were when Kathy Bort received her 
undergraduate degree in 1971, but the veteran teacher 
has seen drastic changes in the ways the ¢ontents are 
conveyed to students. 

Bort, who taught biology at Lee High School until 
1988, when she was appointed dean of students, be- 
lieves that the most useful science courses are those 
that train students to solve problems and make deci- 
sions. 

“These kids are going to face massive problems and 
they need the skills to evaluate them and make in- 
formed decisions in the voting booth or at a town 
meeting,” she said. 

The relatively recent focus on problem-solving does 
not overshadow the importance of facts, says Bort. 
However, the world’s store of scientific knowledge 
grows every day, and the accumulation presents 
teachers with a two-pronged dilemma: which facts are 
pertinent now and which are likely to be pertinent five 
years from now? 


BIOLOGY 
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Leslie Noyes 
Biology teacher Kathy Bort feels learning and 
teaching must both be flexible, with teachers 
and students adjusting. 
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“Thank God for graduate courses and all that read- 
ing,” said Bort, explaining that teachers must stay 
abreast of developments in their fields so they can 
maintain senses of what skills they need to impart to 
their students. 

“They'll need the skills to handle future ‘content,’ ” 
she said. 


Learning to question 


Students who are learning how to question scientific 
information often demand answers from teachers, 
Bort said. 

“We give kids more reasons for why they’re learning 
something,” she said. “We need to constantly show 
them how it’s used and why it’s important to them.” 

Lectures on the value of scientific or mathematical 
knowledge don’t cut much ice with students who per- 
sistently ask why they ‘‘need’’ certain courses, says 
Bort, who believes that the best answers to such 
questions come from hands-on experiences, or ‘‘active 
learning.” 

For example, she said, students in a geometry class 
might find themselves on the school’s football field 
measuring angles, an activity that not only teaches, 
but also brings students together over problems. 

“Interpersonal problem-solving skills are very im- 
portant,” says Bort. ‘Very rarely do we solve prob- 
lems entirely on our own.” Working in small groups 
helps students apply their collective skills to a problem 
and often encourages emphasis on the process of 
problem solving instead of the right answer. 

“Tt’s important to give students opportunities to see 
that their work makes a difference,” said Bort, recall- 
ing a project in which students wrote questionnaires 
about cigarette smoking, distributed them and 
graphed the responses. 


Anxiety must be considered 


Bort knows that many of the students she meets face 
severe pressures, and she believes that the process of 
learning should not add to them. Anxiety about science 
and mathematics is still common, and Bort traces it to 
patterns that are set early in childrens’ schooling. 

“Tf they’ve had enough failures, or enough suc- 
cesses, they label themselves,”’ she said. 

One way of easing “math anxiety” is teaching a 
little at a time and building students’ confidence in 
their skills by testing fresh knowledge in the hope that 
students will see their successes almost daily. 

“We need to make sure that they meet enough 
success and that we don’t add to their stress,” said 
Bort, adding that an individual student’s “learning 
style” is something a teacher must always be willing 
to gauge and act upon. 

“There’s more than one way of learning; so, there 
has to be more than one way of teaching,” she said. 
“Just because a kid is 15 doesn’t mean he’s ready for 
abstract reasoning.” 

For a teacher, says Bort, this means that knowing a 
particular field isn’t enough. Teachers need the skill 
and the willingness to adjust teaching styles and 
methods, sometimes on short notice. Advanced de- 
grees are fine, says Bort, but if they are accompanied 
by rigid teaching styles, they become devalued in the 
classroom. 

“They used to say ‘more is better.’ More is not 
always better.” 
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_ By D.R. Bahlman 

1 Se Berkshire Eagle Staff ; 
| LEE — Early one morning in 1965 In 
Birmingham, Ala., FBI agent Edward M. 
Lahey, now a resident of Lee, was awak- 
ened by a telephone call from his partner. 
The partner had important news: An FBI 
informant, Jerry Rowe, who had infiltrated 
| the Ku Klux Klan, said he had witnessed 
the murder of Viola Liuzzo, a civil rights 
orker from Detroit. 


a car near Bessemer, Ala., with him and 
three Klansmen, Gene Thomas, Collie Wil- 


he ledge of the passenger’s door of that 
ar. It was a spent cartridge, and when we 
howed that to Thomas, he just turned 
white.” 

Lahey retired June 2 from the Albany, 
NY., office of the FBI, ending a career of 
29 years, three months and 15 days with the 


Retired F BI agent, back in the 
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bureau — ‘‘but who’s counting?” 

Now, sitting by the pool behind the house 
in Lee that has been in his family since his 
grandfather bought it in 1910, Lahey shakes 
his head as he recalls overhearing mem- 
bers of an all-white jury talking in the 
corridor of a Hayneville, Ala., courthouse. 

The jury, which was the second to hear 
the Liuzzo case, had just acquitted the 
three men of the murder. The first trial, 
held in the same courthouse, had ended 
when the jurors could not reach a unani- 
mous verdict. 

“They didn’t know I could hear what they 
said, but I heard one juror say, ‘Hey, it’s 
Friday afternoon. We've got a football 
game. You didn’t think we were going to 
spend all afternoon in there, did you?’ “f 

In 1968, Thomas, Wilkins and Eaton were 
convicted ‘in federal court; not for murder, 
but of violating Liuzzo’s civil rights. In the 
meantime, the three also unsuccessful] 
sued the FBI and other federal agencies for 
$2.5 million for violating theirs. 


Lahey’s FBI career began in Washington, 


D.C., after his graduation from Notre 
Dame University, where he majored in 


a 


marketing and minored in Spanish. 

“A perfect lead-in to the FBI,” he jokes. 
“Any connection between my career and 
my education is completely coincidental.” 

While in Washington, in 1963, he met and 
married his wife, the former Clare ‘‘Bun- 
nie’ Gardell, who was working as an eco- 
nomic statistician for a firm in Silver 
Spring, Md. After their honeymoon, the 


couple set out for Miami. It was not exactly ~ 


an extension of the honeymoon — Lahey 
had been transferred-there by the FBI. 
Until his posting to Birmingham, Lahey 
spent much of his time investigating track 
bombings targeted at the Florida East 
Coast Railroad. With the end of that case, 
which Lahey notes coincided with the set- 
tlement of a labor dispute at the railroad, 


ne ls 


and a man from Lee > 


the bureau returned him to Washington for 
an intensive course in Spanish. 

Then it was off to New York City, where 
Lahey spent a decade working on organized 
crime cases, primarily in the Williamsburg 
section of Brooklyn. With about 10 other 
agents, he pursued a case against James 
Vincent (Jimmy Napp) Napoli, and in 1971 
Napoli and 18 others were convicted on 
racketeering charges sustained in part by 
evidence procured through judicially- 
authorized wiretaps. 

For the. next 13 years, Lahey was at- 
tached to the bureau’s office in Albany, 
N.Y., as technical coordinator, a title he 


Former FBI agent 
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Joel Librizzi 


Edward M. Lahey +49 
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smilingly describes only as “‘a eu- 
| phemism.” He helpfully pointed out, 
however, that T-shirts distributed at 
his retirement party bore depictions 
of fleas, his favorite bugs. 

Often using a “company car,” he 
| commuted over the Massachusetts 
_ Turnpike to Albany, where he 
' \worked on cases involving a variety 
of suspected miscreants, from the 
| lieutenant commander in the South 

African navy who was apprehended 

in Syracuse, N.Y., on espionage 

charges to Hells Angels. He also 
was a member of the FBI security 
team at the Lake Placid Olympics 

in 1980. 

While he described his career as 
“fun and rewarding,” Lahey was 
always happy to return to Lee, 
where his family has lived for three 
generations. He was born in the Mill 
Street house that his family now 
occupies, and he attended St. 
Mary’s Academy and the former | 
Cranwell Preparatory School before 
college. 

| Heenjoys “livening things up” on 

the School Committee, of which he 

een a member since 1983, and 

, Anita, Michael, Vin- 

nd Mandy, sustain his interest 
ing young people. 
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Former FBI agen t 


“Would I advise somebody to join 
the FBI now?” he said. ‘The an- 
swer is a qualifie 
ries paid to federal investigative of- 
ficers have not kept pace with local 
law enforcement. The FBI is a 
great outfit, but it’s finished as an 
investigative outfit unless the gov- 
ernment begins to fund it properly.”’ 
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- By D.R. Bahlman 
_ Berkshire Eagle Staff 

LEE — The towers are coming down. 

A letter of agreement signed late yester- 
day morning by the Massachusetts Turn- 
pike Authority and Metro Mobile CTS, 
which had begun construction of microwave 
communication towers on turnpike property 
in three Berkshire towns, provides for re- 
moval of the “above-ground portions of 
towers and foundations constructed to date 
... In Stockbridge, Lee and Becket” by 
Sept. 30. 

However, the document serves only as 
what one turnpike official called a “bridge” 
agreement. 

Indeed, Turnpike Authority Chairman 
Allan R. McKinnon stressed at a meeting of 
officials of the concerned towns at the Sen- 
ior Center yesterday that the letter is only 
a preliminary step toward untangling the 
legal snarl surrounding a contract between 
Metro Mobile and the authority. 

“Tt defines a process ... It sets up pa- 
rameters for negotiating“a final agree- 
ment,” he said. 


Sept. 30 deadline 


The three-page letter also sets a deadline 
of Sept. 30 for the Turnpike Authority and 
Metro Mobile either to amend their present 
agreement or to write a new one. The 
deadline appears to apply more firmly to 
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Mobile sign 


Officials act to 
untangle a legal snarl 


settling on an amendment or a new 
agreement than it does to removing the 
towers, however. 

According to the letter, the deadline for 
removal can be extended if both parties 
agree in writing, or if Metro Mobile needs 
more time to develop technical data from 
already built turnpike towers in West 
Stockbridge, Lee, Becket and Blandford. 
The agreement gives the cellular telephone 
firm immediate but temporary access to 
those towers in order to study its require- 
ments. 

“The authority. is willing to enter into an 
agreement with Metro Mobile to establish 
reasonable terms and conditions of said 
temporary use and to determine and un- 
dertake those improvements that may be 
necessary to support Metro Mobile’s 
transmission needs,” the letter says. 

The timetables for obtaining the technical 
data from exisiting towers and removing 
the partially-completed ones are linked. 

“The Authority will issue a permit to 
Metro Mobile within five days of the exe- 
cution of this letter for the purpose of 
dismantling and removing the portions of 
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Metro Mobile.” 


McKinnon again took the blame 
for not consulting local officials 
about the towers. 

“We stumbled badly on this one. 
It isn’t going to happen again,”’ he 


said. 


Several officials who attended 


towers and foundations ... as well as for 
the purpose of undertaking those im- 
provements ... once those improvements 
have been authorized by the MTA. 

“Both parties agree that after such au- 
thorization is granted, the process of con- 
structing the improvements for the tempo- 
rary usage ... and the dismantling and 
removal of towers and foundations . 
shall proceed on a concurrent timetable.” 

If the MTA and Metro Mobile fail to 
reach agreement on and approve a new: 
contract or an amendment to the old one by 
Sept. 30, all bets are off, the letter says. If 
that happens, the present contract “‘shall 
continue to be the binding obligation of the 
parties thereto.” } 


Had anticipated savings 


Before the agreement was announced 
yesterday, McKinnon said that the turnpike 
authority had initially planned to build the 
towers anyway, ‘‘with or without Metro 
Mobile.” He said the towers would have 
replaced land lines at a saving of $50,000 to 
$100,000 per year per line. 

“It {the original contract] was not a 
giveaway by any means,” he said, adding 
that he has “done enough mea culpas — it’s 
a fact that we have an agreement with 


Towers 
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yesterday’s meeting questioned 
McKinnon closely about use of the 
existing towers, especially in light 
| of possible improvements to them, 
| including added dishes. 
} Lee Selectman William D. Bean 
and George S. Wislocki of the 
Berkshire Natural Resources 
Council wondered if companies 
other than Metro Mobile would be 
- permitted to add dishes to the tow-, 
oH ers. McKinnon said that other li- 
} ‘censes could be issued but that use 
of the towers would be closely con- 
; trolled. 
3 News of the agreement to dis- 
j mantle the towers was received en- 
a thusiastically last night by officials 
of the towns involved. Their com- 
ments were summarized by Stock- 
bridge Selectmen Chairman John A. 
Beacco Jr. Beacco, who like many 
other Selectmen, left yesterday’s \ 
meeting before the letter was signed 
and released. 

“When we walked out of there we 
were satisfied ... If they’re going 
to take the towers down, that’s even 
better,” he said. “I also think that 
all the plaudits in the world are due 
to Chris Hodgkins [state Rep. 
Christopher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee] 
and Pete Webber [state Sen. Peter 
C. Webber, R-Pittsfield] for their 
aggressiveness and tenacity. We’re 
very lucky to have two young, 
bright guys who stay on top of 
ota like this the way they 
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RICHARD FABER is seeing fewer unlicensed dogs since becoming the Lee dog officer. 
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Lee’s canine officer enjoys 
dog days not just in August 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — After two months as the 
town’s dog officer, Richard Faber 
reports. that he’s enjoying the job. 
So far so good, you might say. 

At least twice each day, Faber 
reports to the dog pound off Route 
102 to clean up after his charges. 
The pound, which was built for the 
town last year by a Navy SeaBee 
unit, offers accommodations for 
eight canine “guests.” 

While Faber spends as much time 
there as possible, he can most often 
be found responding to calls or on 


| patrol. 


Some days are far busier than 


| others, and Faber marvels that the 


days he thought would be the light- 
est — Mondays for instance — often 
turn out to be exactly the opposite. 
“Two weekends ago, there was 
nothing at all. The phone and 
beeper were quiet,’’ he recalled. 
“Then, Monday, I got clobbered. I 
guess I started at about 6 or 7 in the 
| morning, and I got to bed at 1:30 
| a.m. the next day.” 


Earns $5,000 for job 


Faber, who is paid $5,000 annually 
plus mileage and expenses, guesses 
that he averages 15 calls per week. 
Most are routine: a dog conducting 
an excavation ert in its owner’s 
neighbor’s garden, for example. 

“Tf it’s got to do with dogs, I get 

: called,” he said. 

| After receiving such a call, which 
usually comes via the police, Faber 
| drives to the scene and determines 
| if the dog’s owner can be identified. 
| Obviously, this is easiest when the 
| dog is licensed, but if not, Faber 


‘There is minimal legitimate reason to 
let them [dogs] run loose and lots of — 
reasons for restraint.’ 


employs other methods. 

“T ask around and usually some- 
body knows who owns the dog,” he 
said. ‘‘A lot of this is like detective 
work...” 

Like many other towns, Lee re- 
quires that dogs be restrained. Ac- 
cording to Faber, this does not nec- 
essarily mean that dogs have to be 
tied up. The idea, he said, is to keep 
dogs under supervision at all times. 

Any dog that is not on its owner’s 
property or under direct human 
supervision is automatically under 
Faber’s jurisdiction. Most often, 
wandering dogs are returned to 
their owners. Sometimes, though, 
the owner cannot be located and the 
dog is brought to the pound, where 
it is kept for a minimum of 10 days. 
After that time is up, the law gives 
Faber the right to have the dog 
destroyed. 

Late last week, there were two 
dogs at the pound, a small setter- 
spaniel mix and a collie-German 


‘shepherd mix that Faber has named 
Sarah. Time is running out for both’ 


dogs, he said. 

“It’s not a harmless thing to let 
dogs run loose,” Faber said. “If the 
dog is hit by a car and killed, 
there’s the pain of losing the dog. If 
it’s hit and injured, it’s a pain in the 
wallet. There is minimal legitimate 


— Richard Faber 


reason to let them run loose and lots 
of reasons for restraint.”’ 


First visit free 


A dog’s first visit to the pound is 
free, says Faber. However, if the 
dog is rounded up again, the owner 
must pay fees. Also, he said, no dog 
leaves the pound unlicensed. Li- 
censes are sold at the Town Clerk’s 
office, and the most expensive li- 
cense is $10 — for an unspayed 
female. The licenses are valid for 
one year — from April 1 to March | 
31. 


“Maybe it’s my imagination, but I 
think I’m seeing fewer unlicensed 
dogs around,” Faber said. 


Faber reports a slight problem 
with canine recidivism. He has a | 
few “regulars,” some of whose | 
owners he knows. There are some | 
dogs, however, that have proved 
proficient at staying one step ahead 
of the law. 


That was not the case with one 
mixed-breed hound. After being | 
checked out of the pound by its 
owner, the dog returned several | 
days later on its own. 

“Tt just came right up to the door 
and wanted to be let in,” Faber 
said, “I guess it enjoyed the com-— 
pany.” 
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ider ; 
Ow! p Corp., represen i 
ittsfield attorney Gerald Denmark, 
Pitemed the lots — which will * 
served by a common drive — co 
stituted a subdivision. : 
But developer Matthew Collins 


construct a any drive was 
in an effor luce 
Eaaied of curb cuts and limit the 
disruption along the rural road. ¥ 
Town Counsel Jerome Scully sai 
the board’s task in evaluating Col- 
lins’ applications for the three Form 
A lots (lots that do not fall under 
subdivision regulations) was to de- 
termine if the individual lots had 


the proceedings. 
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generated at Lee auction 


“It was wild,” 


. | said, “I don’t like it either, What 
mae After finally selling it for 

| _buyer’s premium, | 
ss By the: time the» 
exultant Caropreso had 
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sufficient frontage along an ap- 
proved way and if there was access 
from the road to each lot. 
Ultimately, the planners deter- 
mined that the frontage was ade- 
quate and that access existed. But it 
was with some misgivings that they 
conceded the point on access be- 
cause one of the lots is in a wetland. 
The presence of the wetland 
would seem moot because the 
common drive proposed for the 
three lots is not in a wetland. How- 
ever, board members reminded 
themselves, in order to i vie the 
Form A requests they had to judge 
the lots on individual merit, not in 
light of the plan to construct a sin- 
gle drive to serve them all. The 
planners had to find that there ex- 
isted reasonable access from the 
road to each of the three lots. 
Scully said: “‘You can determine 
that if it’s a wetland, you don’t have 
adequate access.” 
Scully noted that sufficient front- 
age to satisfy the zoning require- 
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By Gae Elfenbein 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — In a 5%-hour blitz Saturday night, auctioneer 
Louis C. Caropreso grossed about $600,000 and once 
again proved his theory that even in little old Lee, 
antiques can be sold for serious money. 
said Sam Sorrentino, who videotaped 


The son of the owner of Joe’s Diner, Sorrentino said 
he had never been to an auction before and was 
amazed at how ‘“‘fast-paced’’ the action was. 

The gallery in the former Methodist church on High 
Street was packed as Caropreso kicked off the auction 
at 6 p.m. He apologized for the cramped quarters and 
said he plans to put an addition on the rear of the 
building he bought and restored in 1980. Bidders. who 
were unable to attend participated through the evening 
on one of eight phones hooked up for the sale. 

Interest in the items to be sold was high as many had 
not been on the market before and were of an unusual 
nature, Caropreso said. A full-page color ad in an 
international trade magazine — at a cost of $7,000 — 
did not hurt either, he said, _ 


* ‘About 30 minutes into the action, Caropreso kicked 
off his new leather loafers hand-made 
“My feet are killing me.” He conducted the rest of the 


in Italy, saying, 


At one point, the audience sat silent as Caropreso laid 
on the floor, taking. bids through his. assistants 
from callers on three of the phones set up in the front 


“T'll be with you folks in a minute,’’ he said to the 
; } 


With a style somewhere between Mick Jagger and 
Jimmy Durante, Caropreso cajoled, humored and bad- 
gered bidders, who at times resisted jumping into the 


When a tall, slim, brown Sh Ker cupboard appeared 
| to draw no interest, he Fo a 


ed toward the crowd and 

is it? The color?” 

i 4,400, plus ‘a 10 percent 

said, “I love this color.” 

dust had settled, a weary but 
sold a 


Boda 


diminutive Federal- 
of the country’s top 
“Shaker chairs for 
ector for $7,000; a 
$40,000, and a tall 


ecord b 


$100, garnering 


boden box with brilliant paper 


ment does not necessarily mean one 
has access across the frontage to a 
public way. He gave an example: A 
land owner with frontage along the 
Massachusetts Turnpike does not 
have access from the turnpike to his 
land. 

Collins’ attorney, Jessie Doyle 


Deely, maintained that ‘‘wetlands. 


don’t make a lot unusable.” _ 

She said Collins could, if he 
wanted to install a drive on the lot 
in question, apply to the Conserva- 
tion Commission for an order of 
conditions to cross the wetland. 

Denmark, representing the oppo- 


nents of the development, said Col-. 


lins’ reliance on a common drive — 
the length of which would exceed 
1,100 feet — was “a means of end- 
running the subdivision process.” 
“You're really going to open up a 
can of worms,” if bee: Form A ap- 
lications are approved. 
i The planners, noting that they had 
walked the property and found no 
standing water, determined that 


pita ot, 


K Riree lots 


existed. The vote was 41 
aif Olina Robert W. Birch in 
opposition. 

21 acres 

The three lots comprise 21 acres. 
A fourth lot owned by Collins, which 
abuts the lots, will eventually be 
added to the development, Collins 
said. Though the lot is now land- 
locked, Collins said he has an option 
to buy abutting property that fronts 
on Leisure Lee Road and join the 
landlocked lot to those with frontage 
to create a building lot. 


Ble 


In their deliberations last“ night, 


the planners contemplated a-1988 
court case involving. the Sudbury 
Planning Board. The judge in that 
case found that it was the planners 
duty, when considering a Form A 
request, to determine if frontage 
and access existed. The judge ruled 
that it was not the business of the 
board to pronounce on a developer’s 
plans for alternatives to individual 


- driveways for individual lots. 


labels that was used to display seeds grown and sold by 


the Shakers in the 1870s. 


An intense bidding war between two jewelry dealers 
ended in applause when the victor claimed a diamond wy 


and ruby platinum pendant for $26,000. Se: 

The prices listed above do not include the 10 percent. 
premium required of all buyers. Consignors also are 
charged 10 percent of the sale price. 


From area homes 


The sale was comprised largely of items from three 
area homes, Caropreso said, and included art glass, 
Currier & Ives prints, paintings, rugs, furniture, Shaker 
and other country antiques as well as formal furniture. 

For some, the evening was high entertainment and 
many came up to Caropreso after the auction to thank 
him for a great time. One, a New Yorker, said he had 
been invited to stay with friends in Becket especially to 


attend the sale. 


Dressed mostly in casual clothes, the crowd looked 
deceptively low key but included such noteables: as 
fashion designer Ralph Lauren, who carried off a 
carton and two shopping bags full of pieces for a new 


home in Connecticut. 


Paul Kleinwald, who has a shop in Great Barrington 
with his wife, Susan, was underbidder on the federal 
secretary. Although he had reached his limit at $19,000, 
others should have bid on the piece, he said, citing its 
unusual size and condition. Observers speculated ru- 
mors that the Sack brothers were going to fight over 
the piece might have scared off other bidders. 

Kleinwald, who also bid unsuccessfully on the tall 
clock, did not leave empty-handed, having purchased a 
1750s wall cupboard with glass doors for $800 and the 
un-upholstered frame of an 1800s New Hampshire wing 


chair for $1,100. 


Lenox dealer Charles L. Flint said the large Shaker 
box that sold for $7,000 was especially desirable be- 
cause it still retained its original delicate yellow paint. 
Prices at the sale indicated that “The market is 


strong,’’ Flint said. 


Sorrentino said some of the prices amazed him but 
others seemed too low. Citing an 8-foot-long Shaker 
workbench of maple and oak that brought $3,600, the 
young man said, “You couldn’t make one for that.”’ 

Even Caropreso said he was amazed at some prices, - 
especially for Shaker ‘‘smalls.” The smallest of that 
category was a lot of 11 spools, one still containing 
thread, which sold for $1,900. Two remnants of Shaker 
cloth, one a déep vibrant purple, brought $250, a little 


less than $20 yard, 


As Caropreso told. one hesitant bidder, “The more 


you pay, the more it’s worth.” 
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Clark Aiken union pact 
includes full health plan 


LEE — Union workers and man- 
agement at Clark Aiken Matik, 
manufacturers of paper converti 
equipment, yesterday reache' 

on a contract providing 
a 12.1 percent increase in pay over 
the next three years. 


Under the new contract the com- 
pany will continue to pay 100 per- 
cent of worker coverage costs for 


anny enters see a period of 
continuing growth and ex nsion.” 
Herzlich said the uneertainties of 
expansion made it too difficult to 
estimate how much the new pact 
would cost the company. 

“We have a work, foree of 150 
percent the size we had a year ago 


p health and life insurance and san. — Ye el 
eat. apes mnie lie or eaetiy the | 
“Fully paid health insurance was he area, probab’y 
very important to us,” said Jeffrey oy al bah van ill ae 
Brouker, president of Local 264 of — he said Shc aaa ; | 
the United Electrical Radio and Clark Wag 
Machine Workers of America. machines that cut large rolls of 
Compan otiators tried un- per, as they come from the mills, | 
suceesmlly to have workers agree _ into large sheets of paper for print- 
to co-payment for the health insur- ers to use. Its the « manufac- . 
ance plan, he said. turer of such pment in Western 
Joint statement roca employs 30 office | 
Brouker and Eric Herzlich, com- _ workers, in ition to its 74 pro- 


ma president, in a joint statement, 
said they were “pleased with the 
outcome of the negotiations as the 
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Selectmen un 
reschedule Lee special 


By Stephen Fay 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen, displeased 
with several of the articles that ap- 
pear on the warrant, last night 
canceled next Monday’s special 
town meeting and rescheduled it for 
Nov. 20. : 

The special town meeting was 
originally scheduled to act on sev- 
eral articles that were passed over 
at the annual town meeting last 
May. The Selectmen had advised 
the Finance and Capital Outlay 
committees that no new money 
items would: be accepted on the 
warrant — orily those on which ac- 
tion was postponed last May. : 

Nevertheless, the Selectmen said, 
several new money articles were 
submitted by various town depart- 
ments. These items found their way 
onto the warrant and the Selectmen 
— individually, not meeting as a 
board — signed the warrant without 
scrutinizing it. 


New policy 


On reviewing the warrant, ac- 
cording to Chairman- Diane P. 
Roosa, the board observed the new 
articles that they had missed and 
blew the whistle. 

The board went over the 20 arti- 
cles on the warrant item by item 
last night, deleting or reducing new 
expenditures. The board voted in a 
new policy requiring all town meet- 
ing warrant articles to be presented 


——— 
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directly to the board for review. 
The special town meeting will be 
held at Central School. ; 


In other business last night the 
board refused to approve a building 
permit for Edward Murray, owner 
of a parcel in the 20-lot Frank Con- 
solati subdivision off Fairview 
Street. 


The board said no building per- 
mits will be approved until Con- 
solati constructs a paved road for 
the project. 

Murray objected that one lot 
owner did receive a building permit 
and has gone forward with con- 
struction of a house. The Selectmen 
admitted that the lot owner, identi- 
fied by Selectman Joseph P. DuPont 
as Slawomir Wojtkowski, was given 
a building permit but they insisted 
the permit was issued with the clear 
understanding that Wojtkowski 


would not build until the road went 


duction workers. Local 264 has rep- 
resented the production workers | 


7 , e 
with warrant, 


meeting 


with the understanding Hie. wouldn’t 
build,” DuPont'said. “It was just so 
he could get his special immigrant’s 
mortgage. It was: to lock in his 
mortgage.” SR Ws 

~ Building Inspector Robert W. 
Lester said ‘he has. issued several 
stop-work orders ‘to Wojtkowski. 
The Selectmen dirécted Lester to 
take Wojtkowski to court in order to 
enforce the order. 


Lester and the Selectmen said 
Murray could have a building per- 
mit as soon as the road was built. 
Lester said he understood the road 
was due to be constructed soon. 

Later, the Selectmen awarded a 
fuel oil contract to Agway, the low 
bidder at .6240 cents a gallon. 

The board met with an attorney 
representing Diesel Dan’s and 


agreed on the elimination of several | 


illegal signs. _ 


in. 
“We gave him the building ; Deri 


x 


( 


Craig F. Walker 


CONTROLLING THE BALL is Lee’s Jessie McManmon (left) as she dribbles away from 
Lenox defender Shannon Hoff during the first half of the Wildcats’ 7-0 victory. 


High school soccer 


Lee girls blank Lenox, 7-0 


LEE — Marcie Skowron’ had 3 
goals and an assist while Michelle 
Naventi added 2 goals and 2 assists 
as the Lee High girls’ soccer team 
per a 7-0 win over Lenox yester- 

ay. : 

The win sets the stage for a battle 
of divisional leaders this afternoon 
as Northern Division leader Pitts- 
field will be in Lee to play the 
Southern Division leaders, 


In other girls action totlay, Mon- “ 
ument Mountain is at Mount Eve- 


rett, Taconic is at Lenox, Hoosac 
Valley travels to St. Joseph's, Drury 
hosts Mount Greylock and -Wah- 


games begin at 4. 


cer“also have an appointment with 
each other this afternoon, as South 
| leader Lee will be at Kirvin Park to 
play North leader Pittsfield, as the 
Generals put their league unbeaten 


conah is at McCann Tech. All 
“The division leaders in boys” Soe- late 


Streak on the line. 

The other boys games today are 
Mount. Everett at Monument, 
Hoosac at Greylock and Lenox at 
Taconic. All boys games begin at 4. 


Determined approach 


Even though the Wildcats knew 
the game with PHS was on their 
dance card this week, coach Sally 
Maish said her team was “really 
focused on this game.” 

(10-0) got on the board three 


‘times inthe first half. Skowron’s 


first goal eame on a Naventi pass at 
16:52 of the opening stanza. Naventi 
made it 2-0 on an assist from Shan- 
non Heath at 28:58. Five minutes 
er, Jessie McManmon scored the 

‘of her two goals, beating Lenox 
(6-2-2) goaltender Jeanet Barton 
with a blast. 

In the second half, Naventi con- 
verted a Skowron pass at 2:39 for a 


4-0 lead. It was 6-0 after Skowron 
scored twice in less than a minute 
at the 11-minute mark, and 
McManmon closed out the scoring 
with 10 minutes left in the game. 

Lee outshot Lenox 35-5;as Barton 
was forced to.make 28 saves for the 
Millionaires. Dina Souza had only 2 
saves in the Lee net while Brenda 
Dupras had 1 save. Maish credited 
her backline of Andy Aldrich, Jen 
Finnegan and Sheila Collins for 
helping keep the number of shots 
down. 


With a tough win out of their way, 
Maish said her Wildcats can now 
look forward to playing Pittsfield. 

“It’s a real big game for us,”’ said 
Maish. ‘‘This is a team that was one 
of two teams to beat us last year. 
They’re standing in our way for an 
undefeated season. We know it’s 
going to be a real challenge.” 
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One motel in L 
} green light, 


By Stephen Fay 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The building inspector has 
given the go-ahead to one motel 
project and rejected another. 

On track is the long-delayed Super 
8 Motel proposed for Housatonic 
Street across from the Pilgrim Mo- 
tor Inn. Building Inspector Robert 
W. Lester said yesterday objections 
had been resolved and all paper- 
work had been properly completed 
by Northeast Hospitality Inc. of 
Montgomery, N.Y. F 

Lester said he issued the building 
permit two weeks ago. 

Thomas Strother, project man- 
ager for Northeast Hospitality, said 
yesterday he hopes to have the 
foundation in by Nov. 15. He said 
the 49-room motel is due to open in 
April. 

On another front, Lester and other 
town officials have rejected the 
contention of the owner of Diesel 
Dan’s truck stop that a 4-year-old 
building permit issued for a 48-room 
motel is still valid, 


Issued in 1985 


Daniel Hunter, owner of Diesel 
Dan’s on Route 102 (about half a 
mile south of the Super 8 site), was 
issued a building permit in 1985. No 
structure has yet been erected, but 
recently he applied to the Lee De- 
partment of Public Works for a 
permit to install a 6-inch water 
main to accommodate the motel. 

The town’s position is that the 
moratorium. barring developments 
that generate more than 2,000 gal- 
lons of sewage a day applies to 
Diesel Dan’s. Further, citing the 
state building code, Lester said the 
1985 permit expired after six 
months because the project at issue 
was not commenced within that 
time. 

Thomas J. Curley Jr. of Pittsfield, 
attorney for Diesel Dan’s, said yes- 
terday that “‘our position is that the 
permit for the motel was and is 


_ valid right up to today.” 


“At the same time,’’ Curley said, 
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Housatonic Street in Lee. 


“we understand the town’s posi- 
tion.” 

Curley said he and his client 
wanted to ‘‘work with the town” 
toward a “mutually agreeable solu- 
tion.”” 


Objections overcome 


The green light for the Super 8 
Motel comes after legal and techni- 
cal objections becalmed the project 
for more than two years. 

Northeast Hospitality first pro- 
posed a motel — a 65-unit structure 
— in the summer of 1986. After a 
round of hearings, Northeast ob- 
tained an order of conditions from 
the Conservation Commission and a 
special permit from the Zoning 
Board of Appeals. 

But the ZBA’s approval was chal- 
lenged by the Selectmen, and the 
issue ended up in court. 

In November 1988, after more 


than a year of litigation, a Berk- 
shire Superior Court judge ruled 


that the ZBA had issued the permit 
properly. In the meantime, how- 
ever, the state issued a moratorium 
on curb cuts along routes 7 and 20 


So peta 


FUTURE SITE of a Super 8 Motel is this -house on 
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Stephen Fay 


while a corridor planning study was 
conducted. Housatonic Street is one 
stretch of Route 20. ‘ 


Although the curb cut moratorium 
was lifted Monday, Northeast had 
already received a curb cut permit 
because its application preceded the 
moratorium. The final snag was 
Lester’s. rejection of the original 
building permit on technical 
grounds — it was issued to the con- 
tractor, not the owner of the site. 
That detail was rectified, Lester 
said, and the permit was issued. 


The town’s moratorium. on devel- 
opments that generate more than 
2,000 gallons of sewage a day never | 
applied to the Super 8 because the | 
motel proposal was submitted be- 
fore the moratorium was imposed. 

The site for the Super 8 is the 
former Laliberte house, next door to 
Burger King. Project manager 
Strother said the house on the lot 


will be razed after he gets a state 


permit to dispose of asbestos from 
the house. 

Super 8 operates 536 motels in 47 
states. 
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Lee 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Saying vocational educa- 
tion may be available to local stu- 
dents in less costly programs, the 
School Committee Jast night voted 
to notify the Southern Berkshire 


Educational Collaborative that it Opps 


plans to withdraw from the 
orative. 
November 1 is the dead! 
schools to withdraw from 
laborative for the followin 
Lee will remain in the colla’ 
this school year. . 
The committee also voted to 
a special meeting next Tuesda 


ui al 5 Wee 
p.m. to discuss the withdrawal witt ss 


collaborative director Richard 
Labrie and officials from the three 
other school systems that belong to 
the collaborative — Lenox, Berk- 
shire Hills and Southern Berkshire. 

Save $54,000 

In a report to the committee last 

night, die ec of occupa- 
tional edu ion James Gralla told 
the board that the town could save 
up to $54,000 by withdrawing from 
the collaborative and lesser 
amounts by modifying its partici- 
pation. 


School Co m. 
to drop out of : 


pated school budget t 
pruning, “I believe this 1S ‘Some- 
thing we should look into. I’m not 
: sto vocational education, but 


iminate the present admin- 
structure of the collabora- 
h the food service and 
“care programs to be admin- 
istered by one or more South Berk- 
shire schools. The collaborative’s 
internship program, he said, could 
be picked up by the _ individual 
schools’ occupational education or 
guidance departments. 

The second option called for dis- 
solving the collaborative and allow- 
ing one or more of the districts to 
pick up the program.. The remaining 
districts would tuition their students 
into that district. This could save up 
to $40,000, he said. 

The final option would be to 
abandon the collaborative com- 


freezer at Lee High School and 


i ittee votes 


rative 


chool in Pittsfield and health 
care students could be tuitioned to 
McCann Technical High School, 
Berkshire Community College or 
Springfield Technical Community 
College. t 

Gralla said the Lee School De- 
partment could also offer its own 
vocational programs. — 

This year, Lee has’six students in 
the food service program and nine 
in the health care program. 

The committee seemed amenable 
to the suggestion, but. committee 
member Patricia Carlino asked 
Gralla if the withdrawal letter 
“docked us in. Can they hold us to it, 
even if we want to come back?” 

Gralla said he did not know. No 
school, he said, had ever withdrawn 
from the collaborative.. 

Member’ Joseph Savery ‘said “the 
collaborative was. formed. several 
years ago to enable its four member 
school districts to offer -voeational 
education not available*from the 
individual schools. Several of the 
programs have been discontinued, 
Savery said. 

“We are moving away from vo- 
cational education and toward staff 
development,” he said. 


Lee school board opposes plan 
to postpone special town meeting 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


I think we should work together on 


LEE — Expressing disappoint- 
ment with the Selectmen’s decision 
to postpone by a month Monday’s 
scheduled special town meeting, the 
School Committee last night voted 
to urge town representatives to at- 


tend Monday’s posted meeting 
anyway and vote on several capital 


projects for the school. 
On Monday night, the Selectmen 


$124,000 to replace windows at the 
Central School. The final item, 
Zukowski said, will be particularly 
difficult to put out to bid and com- 
plete by June 30. 

Committee member Carol LeP- 
rovost said she had mixed feelings 
about the move. 

“I think the Selectmen should 
have known what they were sign- 
ing,” she said. ‘‘On the other hand, 


this. I don’t-want to alienate them.” 

Member Joseph Savery said he 
doubted the board would hold it 
against the committee because the 
committee was not attacking the 
Selectmen. The School Committee, 
he said,. was under pressure to 
move the capital projects along. 
Member Patricia Carlino said the 
Sapa ite agree with the expendi- 
ures. 


voted unanimously to reschedule a 
special town meeting from next 
Monday to Nov. 30. The Selectmen 
said Monday that they were dissat- 
isfied with several new articles that 
had made it onto the warrant. 

But last night, School Committee 
} Chairman Judith L. Olds noted that 
, the Selectmen had signed the war- 
rant and posted the meeting, which 
makes the meeting legal and binds 
the town meeting representatives to 
attend it. The School Committee, 
she said, was going to recommend 
to the representatives that they not 
adjourn the meeting and instead 
vote on the warrant articles. 


Vote needed soon 


_ Olds said the committee believed 
it needed to have a vote on $189,000 
in capital improvements to the dis- 
trict schools as soon as possible. 
The town’s Capital Outlay Commit- 
tee has mandated that the money be 
spent and the projects completed by 
the end of this fiscal year. 

District Superintendent Henry T. 
Zukowski said he was “very, very 
upset at a month’s delay. We have a 
question as to whether some of the 
major items will be completed.” 

The articles request $30,000 for 
retubing the boiler at the Lee Cen- 
tral School, $35,000 to replace a 
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Lee clerk, treasurer 
Francis G. Fanning, 


LEE — Francis G. Fanning, 90, 
of 26 Laurel St., a former long- 
time postmaster for the South Lee 


section, died on Wednesday in a 


local nursing home. 

He previously worked in Mexico 
for five years for American-Mexi- 
co Oil Co. 

Born in Lee, he was a 1917 grad- 
uate of Lee High School. He also 
attended Holy Cross College and 
New York University. 

In 1968, he was elected clerk 
and treasurer of Lee. He retired in 
1968 after 14 years’ service. 

He was a charter member and 
past president of the town’s 
Kiwanis Club, was the oldest 
member of the Berkshire Hills 
Council of the Knights of Colum- 
bus, was a past president of the 
Western Massachusetts Society of 
Residential Appraisers, and was a 
trustee and vice president of Lee 
Savings Bank. 

He was also a communicant of 
St. Mary’s Church, and a member 
of its parish council. 

He leaves a daughter, Mary Ann 
Fanning. : 


ex-postmaster, at 90 


The funeral will be Monday 


morning in the church, with burial 
in St. Mary’s Cemetery. Kelly Fu- 
neral Home is in charge. 


Calling hours will be Saturday 


evening and Sunday afternoon and 
evening. 


Lee clerk’s office 
to close for funeral 


LEE — John J. Nagle, town clerk 
and treasurer, has announced that 
his. office will be closed on Monday, 
Oct. 23, until 1 p.m., so that office 
members may attend the funeral of 
former Town Clerk and Treasurer 
Francis ‘‘Pop’ Fanning, who died 
Thursday. 


PT see ot 
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Francis Fanning; 
was Lee official, 


civic leader 


LEE — Francis G. Fanning, 90, of 
26 Laurel St., a longtime town offi- 
cial, died yesterday afternoon at 


Berkshire Hills North Nursing. - 


Home. 


Born in South Lee on Oct. 10, 1899, 
the son of William and Mary Ann 
Hennessey Fanning, he graduated 
from Lee High School in 1917. and 
later attended Holy Cross College 
and New York University. 


Following school, Mr. Fanning 
spent five years in Mexico as an 
employee of the American-Mexican 
Oil Co. Upon returning to the U.S. 
he was appointed postmaster of 
South Lee. In 1954 he was elected 
Lee town clerk and treasurer, serv- 
ing in those positions and as asses- 
sor until his retirement in 1968. Mr. 
Fanning also had served as a se- 
lectman and was a Housing Author- 
ity board, member in the 1970s. 


He was ‘4 charter member and 
past presidént of the Lee Kiwanis 
Club, the oldest member of Berk- 
shire Hills Council 314 Knights of 
Columbus, a past member and _ 
former president of the Western. 
Massachusetts Society of Residen- 


tial Appraisers, a former trustee — 
_ and vice president of Lee Savings 


Bank and treasurer of the Lee Li- 
brary Association. 


His wife, the former Ora Brunell, — 
died June 16, 1985. : 

He leaves a daughter, Miss Ma: 
Ann Fanning of Lee. a 

The funeral will be Monday at 
9:15 at the Kelly Funeral Home with 
a Liturgy of Christian Burial at 10 © 
in St. Mary’s Church. Burial will be 
in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 


_ Calling hours at the funeral home 
will be tomorrow evening from 7 to 
9 and Sunday from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9. 
Memorial donations may be made 
to St. Mary’s Church in care of the 
funeral home. 


Yee ¥ 
By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Citing the high adminis- 
trative expense of the operation, the 
Lee School Committee last night 
voted unanimously to withdraw 
from the Southern Berkshire Edu- 
cational Collaborative, effective at 
the beginning of the next school 
year. i ee 
The committee based its decision 
on the school budget for the upcom- 
ing year, which they believe will 
allow little leeway for growth. 


a “The crunch is on,” said commit- 
_} tee member Edward M. Lahey. 
= “We're not kidding ourselves. We 
may have to cut programs and 
people.” 


| escape hatch, requesting the col- 
the vote for a few months, to see if 


way for the school district to con- 
tinue to participate without the cor- 
responding financial drain. Collab- 
orative Director Richard G. Labrie 
said he would make that recom- 
mendation. 


Reinstatement possible 
If the collaborative and Lee can | 
come to an agreement, the board of | 
directors ean refuse to accept the | 
withdrawal or Lee can petition for , 
reinstatem het, w 
Labrie said before the meeting he i 
such a move, as it) 


would’ welcome 
would ‘enable the collaborative to, 
examine its own financial options, 
Should Lee withdraw, he said, the 
collaborative’s costs would be. 
shared only three ways instead of| 
four. He said he did not see any) 
problem with the recommendation) 
to wait before accepting the dis-) 
trict’s withdrawal, as it was not an 
adversarial decision but a financial | 
one, 
The major conflict for many | 
-\ Members was the administrative | 
expense assessed to the member | 
_ towns by the collaborative and what 
_ some members 
i move away from vocational pro- | 
_€rams. Member Carol LeProvost 
Said the collaborative seemed to be 
Moving toward staff development 
' and inservice training programs, | 
| Which she believed was not the | 
| original aim of the four schools. | 
Member Joseph Savery said the | 
collaborative now has only two “‘le- | 
gitimate’? vocational training pro- | 
Brams: food service and health 


es 
o 


The committee allowed itself an | 
laborative’s board of directors table 


the two sides could come up witha | 


NN 


perceived was a \— 


care. Other programs, including the 


of collaborative, citing 


automotive, graphic arts and main- 
tenance classes, have been 
out,hesaid. sans 

Ce bake Met. a hey tet We 


Too costly 
The committee did not 


said the expense of carrying them 
has become too great. James 
Gralla, director of occupational ed- 
ucation for the Lee schools, told the 
committee he believed the district 
could offer comparable food service 
and health care programs at a 
lower cost. 

A worst-case scenario, Gralla 


_ said, would call for students to be 


sent to other schools that had the 


By Stephen Fay 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


G town’s Woodland Road landfill. 


yond the town’s financial reach. 


Castronova noted, nevertheless, that the 
existing landfill site has “a life ex 


of maybe a couple of years.” 


1 


phere 


criticize 
the quality of these programs but 


LEE — The Selectmen were presented 
. last night with an $11.8 million proposal to 
develop a new landfill adjacent to the 


Department of Public Works Chairman 
‘Joseph Castronova said the proposal, which 
entails buying an abutting parcel owned by 
the Lane Construction Corp., might be be- 


pectancy 


According to estimates prepared by 
town’s engineering firm, Tighe & Bond, the 
cost of developing the parcel would be 
$6,539,000, Development costs include con- 
struction of roads, pump stations and 
leachate sewers, as well as preparation of 
the land where garbage will be buried. 


programs if Lee schools could not 
provide them. 


in the individual schools. 
Parents also questioned the wis- : 
dom of withdrawing. One admitted 
her concern that the high ratio of 
teachers to students that is a fea- 
ture of the collaborative would not 
be attainable in Lee. 


‘Leé'ponders $11.8 million 
8 


Lane is asking $3 million for the parcel. 


the site once it has been filled (the site has 
an anticipated service life of 15 years) and 
$390,000 to establish a recycling and com- 
posting area at the entrance. 

The new site, if it is acquired and devel- 
oped, would have three sections — one for 
town refuse, one for waste from the Mead 
Corp..and one for future use by the town. 

The Selectmen and DPW discussed sad- 
dling Mead with some portion of the antic- 
ipated costs. Castronova said that “no 
formal contracts have been drawn up”’ but 
that it was reasonable to expect a financial 
commitment from the company. 

The two boards also discussed taking 
Lane's land by eminent domain or working 
out a reciprocal arrangement in which 
Lane could remove earth for its use. Se- 
lectman William Bean said Lane could take 
the soil and minerals and, in doing so, 


the 


¥ 


eel Per, 


Other costs are $1.91 million for closing up - 


37 


landfill plan 


excavate the site for the town. 

The two boards, aware that a decision 
will soon be necessary regarding solid 
waste disposal, also discussed, turning to 
Vicon Recovery Associates of Pittsfield to 
burn the town’s trash, The DPW explored 
that avenue with Vicon and reported that 
the cost would be between $70 and $75 a ton 
for 80 tons a week. 

Bean questioned the wisdom of surren- 


~ Lee landfill 
, Continued on Page B2 


Lee landfill 


a Continued e from Page B1 


dering Lee’s independence and re- 
lying on an outside firm to take the 
trash, He said Lee generally has 
found .in-town solutions to i 

lems. 


mons "OF Clean rain- 
he infiltration needs 
he said, and the 


fies by 1982 at an antiomarc 
place | ‘an anticipated 
of between $5 million and 36. Grillin 


The Selectmen took no action on 
the landfill proposal last hight. 
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-Memories 


in memories 


By Laurie Forfa 


LEE 
or nearly 12 years I’ve been col- 
lecting bits of family history. I’ve 
called up distant relatives, writ- 

ten town clerks all over Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, trudged through dozens 
of nearly abandoned cemeteries and read 
my way through every will and land 
record and local history I could find. 

My grandmother, Elsie Dorman 
Malumphy, started me on this decade- 
long project. She wanted to know what 
family stories were true and which were 
simply stories. At her prodding I looked 
for the ancestor said to have come over 
on the Mayflower (haven’t found him), 
traced a great great grandmother to 
Admiral Perry of Lake Erie fame (this 
claim was so), and discovered that the 
“mysterious” disappearance of another 
ancestor wasn’t so mysterious after all 
(she ran away with a gentleman friend). 

For my grandmother that information 
was enough. She was quickly out of ge- 
nealogy and on to other retirement pur- 
suits. But I was hoe xed. 

Last week I beg2 ‘collecting all my 
findings to organize for my sisters and 
brother for Christmas. From those note- 
books and bib cards and manila folders 
came tumbling 12 years of memories. 

I first came across the stack of care- 
fully folded letters from Mabel Viola 
Dorman Wirsing of Fifield, Wisc. In 1979 
I first saw Mabel’s query in the Berk- 
shire Genealogist. She was looking for 
her Berkshire Dormans. 

I wrote her and a special 
friendship. From who was then 
75, I vase much econ be 
done from home. She lied pension 
information she’d sae on Stephen 
Dorman’s Revolutionary War service and . 
directed me to Thomas Dorman’s will of 
1670. In it he declared himself to be 
“about 70 years old,” my only clue to his 


age since no record of his birth has been 
found. Mabel e on to land records 
and court S: Those early an- 


we a gift from another 
hever met, George R. of 
iif. Mabel introduced us by 


81 and an avid geneal- 
ist. He me the importance of 
being precise in my searching and in 
recording the source of every piece of 
information. The book he ced for 
me was a good example of careful 
searching. He directed me to check his 


references, never to accept a collection 
"at face value. I learned from him about 
unselfish sharing of one’s work and being 


Ip oth i the 
ae J p others searching along 


~~ T discovered I still had the notes taken 


from a genealogy class taught by Denis 
J, Lesieur when he was in charge of the 
local history section at the Berkshire 
Athenaeum and editor of the Berkshire 
Genealogist. Denis taught me to work 
from original sources (to avoid errors 
that result from copying material) and to 
find more than one source if possible. 
With, this in mind I discovered Alva 
Graves Dorman (as listed in a collection 
of vital records) was really Alva Grover 
Dorman. I’d never been able to find any 
Graves in the family, but since Alva’s 
grandmother was Roxanna Grover, this 
made sense. 

I found my pad of notes taken from 
Dorman gravestones and remembered 
my long search for the stone of Daniel 
Wells Dorman and his wife Mary Perry 
Remington. I’d taken my children, then 4 
and 7, on one of our usual cemetery 
jaunts. That day I turned to tell Allison to 
stop turning cartwheels between the 
stones, only to have her land directly in- 
front of the one I’d been trying to find. 

I took time last week to reread the 
sections I’d copied from Eloise Myer’s 
“A Hinterland Settlement,’ a history of 

ingham that de. cribes that same 
Daniel Wells Dorman dragging young 
apple trees on his back from West Becket 
to his new homestead in Tyringham. Now 
I better understand my grandmother’s 
smile when she often labeled my stub- 
borness as simpl good old Dorman de- 
termination. \ 

Finally in a big| :rown envelope in my 
file rests precious. ‘ieces of history my 
other grandmother, Bessie Dodge, sent 
me just before her death in a fire, with 
everything she had about our Lothrop 
and Baldwin lines, information now not 
readily available anywhere else. Her 
memory prompts me to get busy dissem- 
inating all these years of work. * 

And so I've learned still more this week 


about family history, about the memories 


associated with its very collection, and 
the importance of preserving these new 
memories as well for those generations 
yet to come. 


Laurie Forfa, a Lee resident, is vice 
president for nursing at North Adams 
Regional Hospital. 
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COUNTY CHAMPIONS in boys’ soccer are the Lee High row: Assistant coaches Matt Brown and Pete’ Morgan, head 
Wildcats, who beat Pittsfield High 2-1 for the title Tuesday. coach Jim Perkins, Jason Kastrinakis, Denis Ford, P.J. LeP- 
Team members (from left) are, front row: Matt Kelly, Mike revost, Rich Wescott, Steve Mack, Craig Simmons, Aaron 
Consolati, Ralph Olds, Paul Kastrinakis, Sam Patel, John Brighenti,. Marcus Scarafoni, and. managers Carolyn Wilson 
Cahalen, B.J. Brunell, Tom Viner and Darin’Vsetecka. Second and Anita-Day. 
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; ry wie Graig F. Walker | 
OVERJOYED and all smiles after scoring the second goal Lee forward Marcie Skowron (far left Sif in the 
of the game, Lee’s Kate Cinella receives a hug from teammate celebration. McManmon and Skowron joined ( a in the 
Jessie McManmon (No. 5). Brenda Dupras (obscured at left), scoring column to lead the Wildcats to a 3-0 Western Mass. 
who assisted on the play, and Sharon Heath flank Cinella, while Division 2 semifinal win over Holyoke Catholic yesterday. 
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Continued from Page Ale 
tion from oo On Tuesday, 
he oversaw the work of three of the 
residents and outside contractors as 
well, converting a basement into a 
white-walled, slate-floored chap 
and series of community rooms. 

Graham, exuding energy and en- 
thusiasm, showed a visitor ‘the 
wooden, many-armed cross, made 
for the chapel by a craftsman 
friend. The pedestal forming the 


_ base of the altar, found in a salvage 


yard, is massive walnut, gleaming 
darkly now that its six coats of 
paint have been stripped. A carved 
wooden angel was erly in 


Mary’s Hospital; stained gl S 


windows will soon arrive from an 
old convent. 


“Meeting a need 


“People at the edge of life have 
great questions,” he said of the 
need for a place for spiritual medi- 
tation and services. 

Graham’s own path to the priest- 
hood was through a course in the 
philosophy of occupational studies 
at Hudson Valley Community Col- 
lege, where he had earned an asso- 
ciate’s degree in electrical technol- 
ogy. That philosophy course was, he 
thought at the time, part of his 
preparation for vocational teaching, 
but he found he was increasingly 
more drawn to philosophy, and in 
turn, to theology. He subsequently 
entered St. Mary’s Seminary and 
University in Maryland, where he 
earned bachelor’s and master’s de- 
grees. He was ordained May ll, 
1985, in Springfield. 

His mother, Theresa, and sister, 


Suzanne, live in Lee. His brother 
Nicholas in Cheshire, Mass., 
and brother Gera’ ‘in Bloom- 


field. He is the son of the late Nich- 
olas Graham. “= 

His concern about the church and 
AIDS began while he was.an assis- 
tant pastor at Our of the Sa- 
cred Heart in Springfield. : 

“T began to see a number of peo- 
ple coming home to be buried from 
other parts of the country,” he said. 
One young man, he recalled, had 
been an altar boy in the parish 
while he was growing up. With that 
kind of close church association, 
Graham was shocked when he 
walked out to celebrate the young 
man’s funeral and found only two 
people there. 


Fear through ignorance 


“You would think the church 
would be packed,” he said. “Fear 
incapacitates peopie.” 

He also recalled that shortly after 
he came to the archdiocese in Con- 
necticut, he presided at the funeral 
of a person who had died of AIDS 
and was denied a requiem Mass in 
his parish. He said he knows a 
priest who refuses communion to 
HIV-infected persons and who said 
at the burial of an AIDS victim, 
“That's what happens when you 


sin. 

The church, by offering compas- 
sion and forgiveness, can help dis- 
pel that fear, Graham said. 

Not long before he left for Rome, 
the U.S. Catholic bishops issued a 
statement urging that U.S. dioceses 
devote more resources to AIDS 


~ care, including the bringing of “the 


full sacramental life of Christ to 
those most in need of his healing 
hand.” The statement addressed 
medical and pastoral care of people 
with AIDS, the protection of their 
civil rights, and problems of dis- 


a 
oe. /. ae 


_crimination and violence against 
e with HIV infection. 
ement repeats an earlier 
insistence that ‘‘absti- 
outside of marriage is the 
morally correct and medically 
‘way of preventing the sexual 
ad of HIV infection, and it does 
‘refer to information about con- 
doms as part of AIDS education. 

Graham said he thinks discussion 
about condoms. does not belong in 
church discussion of AIDS. 

“To talk about condoms in the 
context of the church only divides 
the church,” he said. “What is im- 
portant is that we not be divided.” 


Graham, however, offers the five 
people with AIDS who are now at 
his shelter plentiful physical as well 
as spiritual sustenance. 

A man named Charlie, like the 
others a former intravenous drug 
user, has been at the Respite the 
longest. Charlie had been hospital- 
ized for six months with spinal 
meningitis as well as AIDS and had 
suffered some memory loss. 

Graham posted $10,000 bond in 
order to become Charlie’s conser- 
vator to obtain his release from the 
hospital. Since Charlie came to live 
at the Respite, said Graham, he has 
gained 40 pounds and regained 
about 80 percent of his lost memory. 


Others have gained weight as well, . 


and now, off the streets, eating well 
and living a wholesome life, they 
appear healthy, he said. 

Graham takes on the often 
lengthy task of obtaining financial 
assistance, mostly Social Security 
disability benefits and medical 


benefits, and sometimes veterans’ 
benefits, for the residents. A resi- 
dent who gets, for example, $700 | 
from Social Security will pay $650 to 
the Respite, receiving for that 
amount, “room, board, clothes, €v- 
erything,” said Graham. Most. of 
the food is donated from area 
Catholic schools and parishes. Gra- 
ham preaches at two parishes a 
month and, at those, receives the 
proceeds of the offerings. s. 

He is also trying to obtain desig- 
nation as part of a program to allow 
the residents to be treated with ex- 
perimental drugs. 

This month, the Respite will ex- 
pand to 10 residents. Next year, he 
expects 40. He plans to purchase a 
nearby nursing home to provide 
care for those who require it, 

A project he hopes will raise 
funds for his endeavors is a record 
album recorded by the New Eng- 
land AIDS Foundation. On his office 
wall is a reproduction of a Norman 
Rockwell work, showing two fore- 
arms and clasped hands, that will 
be the album cover. It bears a quo- 
tation from Lyndon Johnson: ‘Hope 
for the poor, achievement for your- 
self, greatness for your nation.” 

“That's. my grandmother’s arm,” 
said Graham. His grandmother, the 
late Pauline Barenski of Stock- 
bridge, was one of many members 
of his family painted by the late 
artist, he said. His mother’s sister 
was the Rockwell’s cook, he said. 

Among his other office decora- 
tions are a plaque from the Lee 
School Committee for his service 
from 1973 through 1977, an inscribed 


ah epee 


photograph of the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson and a button souvenir of his 

unsuccessful run for selectman. 
He was featured on television with 
Charles Kuralt in June, and he ex- 
that his new post will step up 


kai interviews and his travels. 


He plans to visit AIDS care facili- 
ties around the world and to address 


a meeting of the French bishops in 


April. 
Educate society 
He also wants to visit Mother 


- Teresa, whom he reveres for her 


work in Calcutta. But he thinks his 
effort will be somewhat different 
from her hospice, which ministers 
to the dying. “‘We have to try to 
educate society,” he said. “And we 
have to teach people to live with 
HIV infection.” 


He also expects to be involved in 
planning a subsequent Vatican con- 
ference that, will include presenta- 
tions by people with AIDS. On Nov. 
15, he was personally greeted | by 
Pope John Paul II, who, in his clos- 
ing address, called for a global 
strategy tovlimit the spread of the 
AIDS virus..." 

All five residents at the Respite 
have outlived their doctors’ predic- 
tions, said Graham. They also, he 
said, help each other. 

At Charlie’s 39th birthday party 
recently, after he opened his pre- 
sents — of larger clothes — Graham 
said, ‘‘He looked at everyone and 
said, ‘Thank you, family.’ Maybe 
those are words everybody needs to 
hear.” 
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Metro Mobile of New York, the company 

i st the eure oe 
inally, will not bid on the new construction. 
However, Metro Mobile will lease use of the 
four towers for 30 years at a beginning cost 
of $43,200 a year, or $900 a month per 


é Metro Mobile also will pay a one-time © 
charge of $737,000 for use of the towers 
during the first year. Authority spokesman 
Donna Levy said the added charge was _ 


Oak n’ Spruce 


named general manager of resort 


By Daniel Pearl 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — For almost six years, 

} contractor Paul J. DiCroce of 

Hinsdale has been building addi- 

tions to the Oak n’ Spruce resort 

complex. Now he is running the 
resort. 

Diversified Resorts Inc. of Fal- 
mouth, owner of Oak n’ Spruce, 
named DiCroce general manager 
last week as part of a staff shake-up 
at the 40-year-old resort, which Di- 
versity bought in 1985 for $1.3 mil- 
ion. 

DiCroce has already helped install 
a new management team at the 
resort, which has had four general 
managers over the last six years. 
DiCroce said he hopes to break 
down the image of Oak n’ Spruce as 
being off-limits to occasional guests. 


‘Reverse mortgage’ 
tried out by widow 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 79-year- 
old Kansas widow is the first bene- 
ficiary of an experimental govern- 
ment program that allows the na- 
tion’s elderly to receive a monthly 
check by tapping their home equity 

through a “reverse mortgage.”’ 
re Fannie Mae, a congressionally 
j chartered company that finances 
home buying, said yesterday the 
first check in the program was pre- 
sented to Majorie Mason of Fair- 
way, Kansas. lee: 
e In a reverse mortgage, home- 
3 owners who either own their prop- 
erty or have only a minimal mort- 
gage debt take out a new mortgage. 
Instead of receiving a lump sum, 
they either draw on a line of credit 
or get monthly payments. When 
they die or move, the loan is repaid 
. by selling the home. : 
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‘We’re not just a 
resort taking care 
of time sharing.’ 
— Paul J. DiCroce, 
new general manager 


Oak n’ Spruce is known mainly as 
a time-sharing resort. In this ar- 
rangement, which has been marked 
by aggressive and often colorful 
sales techniques, vacationers buy 
rights to use a condominium unit for 
one week during the year. 

But the resort’s owners have in- 
vested millions of dollars into the 
resort’s other facilities in recent 
years: a health club, a 200-seat din- 
ing room and 48 hotel rooms. They 
may also build next year’s planned 
additions as hotel rooms rather than 


as time shares. 
Concern for ‘outside people’ 


“We're not just a resort taking 
care of time sharing,” said DiCroce, 
who does not run the time-sharing 


-part of the resort. “We'd also like to 


take care of outside people as well.” 

He said he hopes to double or 
triple total revenues by next year, 
largely by increasing business in 
the underused dining room, which 
serves hotel guests more than time- 
share owners. : 

DiCroce, 50, does not see his new 
role as an abrupt transition. For the 
last six years, he said, almost 90 
percent of the construction work he 
and his son, Paul Jr., did was at 
Oak n’ Sphuge DiCroce said he saw 
firsthand the problems that need to 
be corrected at the resort. He also 
said he is accustomed to the pres- 


sures of being a supervisor. 
DiCroce, who had served as an 
interim manager, came into the job 
with broom in hand: Half the re- 
sort’s core staff of 50 have been 
replaced. But he said, “I’m a firm 
believer in giving people a chance 
under a new general manager.” 


John P. Taylor, director of opera- 
tions for Diversified, which owns 16 
other resorts, said of DiCroce, ‘‘I’ve 
watched him over the years, and 
watched how he tries to help people. 


He realizes he’s in the hospitality 
business. He’s very attuned to that. 
He had a better grasp on it than a 
lot of people I interviewed.” 

The new management staff at 
Oak n’ Spruce includes: 

e James Fraser, executive chef. 
Fraser, 30, of Waterbury, Conn., is 
a graduate of the Culinary Institute 
of America who worked as sous chef 
at the Parkview Hilton in Hartford, 
Conn., and as executive chef at 
L’Auberge d’Elegance, a Bristol; 
Conn., restaurant. He said his new 
menus will-feature classical French 
and North Italian cuisine. 


e Jon Colter, assistant manager. — 


Colter, 23, of Falmouth, had worked 
in the front desk of Diversified’s 
Admiralty Resort in Falmouth. 


e Judith Cooper, banquet sales 
manager. Cooper, 24, of Albany, — 
N.Y., earned a degree in business 
administration from North Adams | 
State College in 1987 and then ~ 


worked for Diversified Resorts’ ac- 
counting division. Cooper, who 
started six months ago, said she has 
been seeking business by mailing 
solicitations to businesses and 
brides-to-be. 

e Michael Marceau, dining room 
manager. Marceau, 21, of Great 
Barrington, was a host at the City- 
front Cafe-in Great Barrington. 
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Towers | 


ss ~ Continued from Page Bl 
applied because “of the turnpike’s 


new promise to build new facilities 


for Metro Mobile.” The new towers 
will be somewhat more sturdy than 
the ones to be removed and will also 
include new storage buildings at 
their bases, Levy said. 

Authority Chairman_ Alan 
McKinnon told Sen. Peter C. Web- 
ber, R-Pittsfield that the replace- 
ment towers will be placed on the 
same sites, and in general resemble 
the four to be removed. , 

The Turnpike Authority will re- 
serve the top space on the micro- 
wave towers for police and public- 
works maintenance communica- 
tions, Webber said. Use of the tow- 
ers will also be extended to the four 
involved communities “to enhance 
their present emergency and police 
communications systems,” Webber 
said. 

The Turnpike Authority also 
agreed to address all environmental 
and construction permit issues 
raised by the communities, Webber 
said, 

The authority came under strong 
community criticism in August for 
allowing Metro Mobile to begin 
construction of the towers without 
going through either a competitive 
bid process or obtaining construc- 
tion permits from the involved 
communities. 

Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, D- 
Lee, said scheduling the disman- 
tling of the towers will be discussed 
in his Boston offices with Michael 
Riley, a vice president of Micro 
Mobile, tomorrow at 10 a.m. 

“This isn’t over until the towers 
are down,” said Hodgkins. 


Photos by Daniel Pearl 3 
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tries to calm rioting Christians loyal to Gen. Michel Aoun in 


ing in 


, in black, 
rs stormed the home of Maronite Christian Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir. 
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W. German firm to build plant 


Continued from Page C1 


company to relocate. 

Although a number of commercial 
buildings have been built in the past 
few years in the county, it is b: 
lieved that the E.C.H. Will facili 
will be the largest for manufactu’ 
ing since the completion of the ti 
Sprague Electric buildings in No2 
Adams Hardman Industrial Park *s: 
1987. 

Sanginetti said that the size con- 
templated by E.C.H. Will is compa- 
rable to the Kay-Bee Toy & Hobby 
Shops Inc. warehouse in Lee, which 
is 114,000 square feet. Kay-Bee va- 
cated that facility last year when it 
moved to a new 240,000-square-foot 
warehouse in Pittsfield. 
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trasted sharply to the last wave of 
eadlines concerning Clark-Aiken, 
hich underwent Chapter 11 bank- 
ruptcy proceedings in 1986 and 1987. 
pp uring that period the company 
Phas purchased by Matik North 
ymerica Inc. of West Hartford, 
‘onn., the U.S. representative of 
another West German firm. 


- Herzlich joined the company as 
president in 1988 after a career in 
the aerospace industry that included 
executive positions at Bendix and 
United Technologies. He said the 
company had benefited from the 
general growth of its market in the 
past two years as well as from the 
talents of a new management team. 
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Officials savor tower victory 


Continued from Page B1 
thanked Hodgkins and Webber, not- 
ing that “when we contacted them, 
we didn’t think there was a chance 
that these towers would come down, 
especially when they got up to 90 


~ feet.” 
Cooperation was key 
Webber credited Metro Mobile, 
the New York based company 
~ that constructe e towers, with 
- cooperating fully with the turnpike 
authority and local officials. 
“This was a positive experience,” 


. he said. “The turnpike authority 

* worked with us and Metro Mobile 

' throughout and it showed that we 
~ ean make changes.” 

Webber added that he believed 

© there are “serious loopholes in the 

law and we’re going to look into 


them to try and make sure this 
doesn’t happen again.” 

West Stockbridge administrative 
assistant Bruce Garlow asked 
‘McKinnon and Judge ‘if we can 
now expect the beginning of a new 
‘era of cooperation from the turnpike 
authority?” 

“That is our intention,” said 
McKinnon. “This was an unfortu- 

nate situation and we should have 
recognized the problems before they 
came up. But I want to reiterate 

that this is not our turnpike. It’s 
your turnpike and we have to work 
together.’ 


“We'll be happy to share our 
plans with the towns,” said Judge. 
“Technically and legally we’re not 
required to do that but if there’s 
anything we’ve learned from this 
it’s to keep the towns informed.” 
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‘We’ll be happy to 
share our plans 
with the towns. 
Technically and 
legally we’re not 
required to do that 
but if there’s 
anything we’ve 
learned from this 
it’s to keep the 
towns informed.’ 

— John Judge, 
turnpike official 
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Photos oy Joel Librizzi 
WORKERS from the David J. Tierney Jr. Inc. construction company dismantle controversial tower in Lee. 


en by state Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins at the party 
on to take down four partially built 


THUMBS-UP SIGN is giv 
) g the Turnpike Authority’s decisi 
microwave towers. : 


esis 


ory at tower party 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE —. Declaring the event. 
“victory for the people,” state: 
local officials presided yesterday — 
over a ‘‘coming-down’’ party forthe 
first of four giant microwave towers 
scheduled tobe dismantled by the: 
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority. 

Construction on the towers began 
over the summer, provoking angry 
protests from local residents and 
town officials. They argued that the 
turnpike authority and Metro Mo- 
bile Communications Inc. of New 
York, the builder of the towers, did 
not discuss the plans with local au- 
thorities. 

The gathering yesterday attracted 
a crowd of about 35 onlookers that 
included state Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee; state Sen. Peter 
C. Webber, R-Pittsfield; Turnpike 
Authority Director Alan J. McKin- 
non and Director of Turnpike Op- 
erations John Judge. 


‘Made some mistakes’ 


Acknowledging that his office 
“made some mistakes ‘here,”’ 
McKinnon apologized to the group 
yesterday even as workers for the 
David J. Tierney Jr. Inc. construc- 
tion company of Pittsfield were 
dismantling the tower. The remain- 
ing three towers will be removed by 
the end “of next week, weather 
permitting, McKinnon said. 

“This is only the first one; all 
these towers will be coming down,”’ 
McKinnon said. ‘We have indicated 
on a number of occasions that we 
now believe this was the wrong road 
to follow. We still need a strong 
communications network. We have 
an obligation to do that. But not this 
way.” ; 

McKinnon stressed that the au- 
thority intends to tear down the 
half-built towers in Lee, West 
Stockbridge and Stockbridge and 
remove footings for a tower in 
Blandford. 


Refurbish present towers 


Instead of towers on those sites, 
he said, the authority plans to re- 
furbish the outmoded towers al- 
ready in place in their present loca- 
tions. There are three 60-foot towers 
now in Lee, on Richmond Mountain 
and in Becket. A fourth tower, 
standing 180 feet high, is in Bland- 
ford. 

The so-called ‘‘new’’ towers, 
which would have been 250 feet 
high, will be completely removed, 
McKinnon said. The refurbished 
towers will be no taller than they 
are now. 


Hodgkins, who commented that 
the new towers “sprang up faster 
than spring zucchini,” told the 
group that the dismantling “proves 
that when people get together and 
work together, we can accomplish 
things. We won.” 

Hugh Gordon, a resident of 
nearby George Street, agreed. He 


Officials savor 
Continued on Page B4 
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By Stephen Fay 

Berkshire Eagle Staff 
LEE — Determined to wrest revenue 
from new sources, town meeting represen- 
tatives last night rejected the pleas of tour- 


_ ist industry spokesmen and voted over- 


whelmingly to impose a 4 percent room tax. 


Lee is the third town in the county to 
embrace enabling legislation that permits 
municipalities to add a 4 percent excise tax 
to hotel, motel and bed-and-breakfast 
rooms. 


Lenox was first with a 341-68 vote at a 
special town meeting Sept. 26. Hancock 


Craig F. Walker 


William R. Wilson Jr. 
Predicts ripple effect 


Lee to impose hotel tax 


Continued from Page B1 


Voters in Lee, as was the case in 
Lenox and Hancock, rejected the 
arguments of innkeepers and tour- 
ism promoters who depicted the 
levy as shortsighted and ultimately 
harmful to the hospitality business 
and business in general. 

“Don’t send an anti-tourist mes- 
sage,” cautioned William R. Wilson 
Jr., executive director of the Berk- 
shire Visitors Bureau. 

Wilson and Gerry van der Meer, 
president of the Visitors Bureau and 
general manager of the Berkshire 
Hilton Inn in Pittsfield, said the 
room tax would be noticed, felt and 
resented by tourists. 

“Tt looks like a quick, attractive, 
seemingly painless way to get rev- 
enue,’ Wilson allowed. 

But it will hurt, he said. 


Hurt tour business 


Tour operators who put together 
package tours, they said, would 
immediately note the cumulative 
cost of the room tax when shopping 
around for accommodations for 
their customers. Those responsible 
for assembling corporate bookings 
would also observe the extra cost 
and act accordingly. 


The result, Wilson predicted, 
would be a decline in bookings and 
an economic ripple effect that would 
be felt by suppliers of food, linens 
=a other goods purchased by hote- 

ers. 

Wilson said the tax was discrimi- 


_ hatory because it singled out one 


a eee 


industry and will require additional 
bookkeeping by inn operators 
though they will not be able to 
pocket the extra money. The reve- 
nue from the tax must be forwarded 
to the state, which eventually is to 
return it to the towns that levy it. 
But the state keeps the interest, 
Wilson said, and the state could 
change the rules and return only a 
portion of the revenue to the towns. 

He and van der Meer said visitors 
and tour operators would look 
elsewhere for rooms. They said the 
proximity of Connecticut, New York 
and Vermont, where there are no 
room taxes, would incline visitors to 
look for accommodations across 
state lines. 

Bean was not persuaded. 

“They'll come anyway,” he said. 
“They'll come because the Berk- 
shires are beautiful.” 


Other warrant articles 


The room tax item was but one of 
20 articles on last night’s special 
town meeting warrant. Voters ap- 
proved expenditures totaling 
$383,104. 

Among the expenditures approved 
were $75,000 to establish an account 
for the purchase of a new fire 
truck; $80,000 to repair the Willow 
Brook culvert; $21,000 to pay the 
town’s share of a sewer evaluation 
study; $35,000 for a new freezer at 
the high school; $30,000 to repair the 
heating system at the Central 
School, and $124,000 for replacement 
of windows in the Hyde wing of 
Central School. 


voters approved imposition of the tax 
Thursday. ~ 
In all three cases, advocates of the room 
tax cited diminished state revenue and 
mounting municipal expenses in arguing in 
favor of the local-option tax. 

“We cannot turn down any extra revenue 
this town may receive,” Selectman William 
Bean told the representatives. 

Bean said Lee faces $20 million in ex- 
penditures in the next several years to pay 
for a new landfill, water filtration and other 
major undertakings. 


Selectmen Chairman Diane Roosa said 
the 4 percent tax, which goes into effect 


| 
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es: Lee delegates embrace hotel tax 


Jan. 1, is expected to generate 
year. Revenue irom ie tax will ot ae 
town coffers until the new fiscal year he. 
gins July 1. 
Both Lee and Lenox defeated calls for 
imposition of the tax last year. But times 
have changed. 
“Last year,” Bean said, “times were 
better.” 
He said Lee’s state aid had been cut py 
more than $270,000 as a result of the state’s 
budget crisis. 3 


Lee to impose 
Continued on Page B4 
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from using any promotional scheme 
in which a prize, gift or anything of 


order, from offering or disposing of 
any timeshares in Connecticut, and 


Continued from Page B1 


is violating the law in several ways, 
but is violating a previous agree- 


ment in which it said it would not 


violate the law.” 


| Conn. sues Oak N’ Spruce 


| 
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value is offered or given to anyone | 


who travels to a sales site. 
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The suit also seeks restitution and 
civil penalties. The law provides for 
a maximum of $2,000 for each will- 
ful violation of the state’s Unfair 
Trade Practices Act. 

A spokesman for Oak N’ Spruce 
said yesterday afternoon that he 
was aware of the complaint and 


said he would get in touch with the 
No call was received by deadliie 


the Connecticut suit and allegations 
last night. 


head of Diversified and have him 
call, The Eagle with a response to 


promotion for a time- 


share resort,’’ Riddle said, ‘‘con- 


“When they consider responding 
sumers should be aware that they 


\to an ad or a 


Riddle’s language heated up as 
she summarized Connecticut's 
complaints. 
have a number of protections under 
the law. They are entitled to certain 
information that can help them de- 

“If a promotion fails to tell the 
odds of winning a given prize, the 
deadline for winning prizes, the 
name of the resort, or similar in- 

| formation, they should think twice 


lcide whether a trip to the resort or 
to a sales site will be worthwhile. 


| 


Poy] St syIs 10 speke-Buratooos suos 

-sad JO Jaqumu oy} 324) 'serdutt 10 sajeys,, 

Auedwoo oy} ‘suoyowoid [lew 4deJIp 
$,PalfISIOAIC Ul EY) SadreYo osye ys ay, 

e : . S}Osad 

_ areYs-avTy ay} 10j yoqtd safes e 0} payvafqns 

“YP peraysur are Aayj,, ‘pres a[ppry ,,‘ezlud 184) 

jaaq[oo 0} “uUoD ‘adueIQ Ul dd1JJO Sj10Say 
palfistoAlq 0} 08 SJowNsuod 94} UeYM,,, 

Pog adeg Jo Ay1p anueny ‘eplio[d 

0} Ayyensn ‘uoneoeA 9aaj e 10 azlid e OM 

aaey Aay} yey} JNoYeUUOD UI sJeuUINsUOD 
[[2} 0} sanutuod paljisseatq ples ays 

. JapdO B61 BY} JO SUI} ay) JO [Te BuLyeIOLA 


about spending their valuable time 


at a sales presentation.” 


The suit asks the court to tempo- 


rarily and permanently enjoin Di- 


versified and its personnel from vi- 
| olating the 1988 cease-and-desist 


| Restitution, penalties 
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Saturday, November 25, 1989 


College 
tripping 


By Laurie Forfa 


LEE 
hile most le’s attention has 
turned immediately to the 
Christmas holiday gd that W 

Thanksgiving feasting is over, those of us 
saith ersiors biThigh sctiool Hid durselves 
consumed with the realities of the big 
college search and it seems to grow more 
complicated with each passing day. 

For our family, the sorting of schools 
began early last year when my son Ed 
decided he was going to pursue a career 
in sports management and we discovered 
that many of the schools we had been 
generally eyeing simply didn’t offer that 
particular major. It took quite a bit of 
searching and some help from the Lee 
High School guidance department to 
produce a suitable list of schools. From 
that list we mapped out an itinerary. 

Thad only two schools under my belt as 
a visiting parent (UMass/Amherst and 
Springfield College) when I discovered 
the tours had remarkable similarities. 
We parents all bore suitably anxious _ 
looks and willingly sloshed through rain 
and mud and wind to view libraries (how 
many volumes?) dormitories (how 
clean? how crowded?), and classroom 
s e (what was the average size 

2). 

We all listened attentively to assur- 
ances of campus security (a sign of our 
times) and when concurrent meetings 


The cost of an 
education today has 


| 


| 
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The prospective students had a tour 
agenda all of their own. It included the 
gymnasium, the school store, and a 
search for the pool — indoor and Olympic 
size, of course. 

Parents asked about faculty credentials 
and job success after graduation; kids 
checked out the win-loss records of the 
football, soccer and basketball teams. 

The cost of an education today has 
become painfully apparent as the de- 
signer catalogs have rolled in. UMass 
tallied $6,200 a year for tuition, room and 
board. Springfield College totals $11,803 
for the year and Keene State in New 
Hampshire runs $9,035 for out-of-state 
students. With hedges for inflation and 
the unfolding of funding problems for 
public higher education in the Common- 
wealth, the four year costs will average 
somewhere between $30,000 and $50,000 
for an undergraduate degree. And these 
are moderately priced schools. 

is ek tee 


Tuition is hardly the only numbers 
game in the college search. SAT scores 
present a complicated puzzle with the 
media running alternating stories on the 
significance of high SAT’s on college de- 
cisions with articles on their declining 
importance. 

In the same short space, our college 
recruiter told us SAT’s were not a major 
factor in student selection, but he pro- 
ceeded to describe how the college would 
mix and match math and verbal scores if 
the applicant took the exam more than 
once — thereby enhancing the prospec- 
tive student’s chances of being accepted 
— since SAT’s were such an important 
part of the admission decision. I guess it 
better helped me understand why stu- 
dents nowadays pay for prep sessions 
with the Princeton Review and take the 
exams not only their junior spring but in 
November, December and January and 
their senior year. 

I’ve discovered the application form 
has changed from the simple two-sided 
sheets I remember to four and eight and 
more pages of required data. The request 
for essays has changed dramatically 
from ‘‘Why I want to go to your school’ 
to “What event has most =) pared 
influenced your life” or “What do you 
think you can contribute to our multi- 
cultural student body.” 

As most parents are, I’m committed to 
helping my children secure the best edu- 
cation possible in their chosen field, It is 
the best gift I bern faethe to 
the next generation. I just didn’t realize 
what an education I would attain in the 
process. 

Laurie Forfa, a Lee resident, is vice 

president for nursing at North Adams 
Regional Hospital. = 
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Saturday, December 23, 1989 


Christmas 
thoughts 


By Laurie Forfa 


LEE 
hristmas 1989 is arriving amid 
another confusing array of images 
and events. 


Last year it was the senseless destruc- 
tion of PanAm Flight 103 that preceded 
the traditional season of peace and joy. 
That event alone reaches across all of 
1989 as people here in Berkshire County 
and around the world continue to re- 
member the victims and seek answers 
for what happened — and why. ‘ 

Leading up to this year’s celebration of 
the birth of Christ with its message of 
peace on earth, local school children 
have found themselves witnesses to the 
historic crumbling of the Berlin Wall and 
the rapid demise of communist govern- 
ments across Eastern Europe — events 
sandwiched between lingering images of 
tanks mowing down students in Tian- 
anmen Square and the growing reports of 
the violent repression of pro-democracy 
demonstrations in Romania in recent 
days. 

Only this Tuesday night one group of 
Lee youngsters caroled songs of peace 
and joy for shut-ins, another group pre- 


Every day, 
ordinary people 
continue to find ways 
to reach out to one 
another and serve as 
models for human 
caring. 


pared holiday food baskets for weekend 
distribution and the Lee High School girls 
basketball team traveled to Westfield 
with family and friends for a simple 
schoolgirl competition. All those vane 
people awoke the next morning to fin 
their nation embroiled in a bitter military 
conflict in Panarha, casualty lists instead 
of gift lists dominating the news. 

And yet despite all the contradictions to 
peace and caring that seem more evident 
every day, ordinary people continue to 
find ways to reach out to one another and 
serve as models for human caring. 

RE Bee el 


Seven years ago my family was 
matched with a Mississippi family 
through the Box Project, a family-to- 
family antipoverty program based in 
Plainville, Conn., that matches helper 
families with families in need. Our initial 
match occurred just before Christmas 
that year, so I put together a box with a 
small gift for each family member and a 
Single stocking filled with candy. 

Just after the holidays I received a 
letter of thanks from the mother, Chris- 
tine. It was their best Christmas ever, 
she told me, not only because of the gifts 
we sent, but because she considered us 
new-found friends, She then went on to 
tell me how she had her children empty 
out the Christmas stocking and divide the 
contents in half. She and her children 
took half of that candy toa neighbor who 
was “‘less fortunate” and had nothing for 
Christmas that year. She wrote that she 
wanted her children to appreciate how 
lucky they were and to learn to share 
what they had with others. 

My By 954-3 to Mississippi have con- 
tinued over the intervening years as have 
the letters of friendship between our two 
families. This year a letter came from 
one of Christine’s daughters who’s now 
grown to be a young teen-ager. Her note 
came at a time when I was feeling par- 
ticularly pressed to get more “things”’ 
ready for holiday celebrating. 

She wanted to thank our family for 
everything we did all year to help her 
family ‘make it.” She went on to tell me 
she knew there were lots of poor children 
who probably wouldn’t have any Christ- 
mas this year and she suggested I give 
whatever I was going to buy for her to 
some little girl who needed it more. She 
said she knew I loved her and she always 
got plenty of things from me to make her 
happy. 

Christine’s daughter has certainl 
learned the lesson her mother ree | to 
teach. 

iia a a 


In those moments when it’s easy to be 
overwhelmed by all the negative happen- 
ings that seem to dominate the news, it is 
the spirit of ordinary people like this 
young girl in rural Mississippi, willing to 
give up one of her few Christmas gifts for 
someone else or the determination of the 
friends of the victims of Flight 103 who 
just won’t let those lives to have been lost 
in vain that pull the rest of the world’s 
happenings back into perspective. 

Before 1580, G. MacFerren wrote 
“Let's dance and sing and make good 
cheer/For Christmas comes but once a 
year,” 

As we look to 1990, it seems time to 
finally keep that spirit more than only 
once a year. 


Laurie Forfa, a Lee resident, is vice 


president for nursing at North Adams 
Regional Hospital. 
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out co-generation proposal 


for the paper mills and the town . . . for the 
me to protect the wage base and the tax 
ase,” 

Kimberly-Clark’s continued operations in 
Lee could be compromised, he said, if the 
plant was not built and the cheap steam 
was not available. 

“Tt would make it very difficult, long 
term, if the project was something people 
in this town decided not to go ahead with,” 
he said. 

The project involves two gas-fired com- 
bustion turbines, two heat recovery steam 
generators, two steam turbine generators, 
three 150-foot smokestacks, four miles of 
pipeline to bring natural gas from the Ten- 
nessee Gas interstate pipeline on Route 102 
to the Kimberly-Clark property, and a two- 
mile electric power transmission line to 
connect the plant to the Western Massa- 


2 


ays 


LEE — Rep atives of an Omaha, 
Neb., firm last night described to the Se- 
jectmen and a few uneasy residents plans 
for a 120-megawatt co-generation plant 
roposed for a building at Kimberly-Clark’s 
Columbia Mill site on Columbia Street. 

The first phase of the steam- and elec- 
iricity-generating facility 1s scheduled to go 
on line in 1991. The second and final phase 
is due to be completed in 1992. 

The gas-fired plant planned for an empty 
condenser finishing building would provide 
electricity to the New England Power Pool 
for use by the Commonwealth Electric Co., 
utility that provides power to Cape Cod. 


Help for the mills 


said. 


steam from the plant would be sold to 
Kimberly-Clark. Mill Manager William M. 
Larmon, an ardent advocate of the project, 
said the low-cost steam would help the 
company ‘‘save millions of dollars a year.”’ 
“I's a big opportunity for the mills to 
reduce the cost of operations, 


He said his mills have been “unable to 
compete in the world market due to energy 
costs.”” Employment at the mills has 
dropped from 600 in 1980 to 275 today, 
partly as a result of the loss of the compet- 
itive edge, he said. 

To those resicents. who questioned the 
need for such a pliant in Lee, especially one 
that intends to sell energy to a utility on 
Cape Cod, Larmon said, “It’s being built 
here because I believe it’s the right thing 


Larmon 


Concerns sounded 


chusetts Electric Co. transmission system. 


Residents expressed concern about noise, 
safety and the impact on air quality. They 
questioned the proposed use of Housatonic 
River water for steam generation, noting 
the problem of suspected cancer-causing 
polychlorinated biphenyls in the river. 

They pointed uneasily to plans to route 
the new gas pipeline through or near resi- 
dential areas around Greylock and Maple 
streets. They noted the proximity of Lee 
High School and St. Mary’s School. Resi- 
dents were also concerned at learning the 


Co-generation 
Continued on Page B8 


Stephen Fay 


PROPONENTS of co-generation plant in Lee are engineer George 


Kulik, in foreground, and, holding map, Larry V. Pearson and Gary D. 
Hoover, both vice presidents of Tenaska Inc. Seated at right is William M. 


Co-generation proposal 


Continued from Page B1 


10-inch line would carry gas under 
pressure of 450 pounds ‘per square 
inch, a relatively high pressure. 

Citing recent controversy over the 
Altresco plant under construction ‘in 
Pittsfield, which is larger than 
neighbors had expected, residents 
said they were concerned that Ten- 
aska Inc. might not be a good 
neighbor. 

Gary D. Hoover and Larry V. 
Pearson, vice presidents of Tenaska 
of Omaha, said all aspects of the 
project were subject to federal, 
state and local scrutiny and permit 
processes. Hoover said the state 
Energy Facilities Siting Couneil will 
hold hearings and the state De- 
partment of Environmental Protec- 
tion will pronounce on Tenaska’s 
environmental notification form and 
its draft and final environmental 
impact reports. 

The plant also requires a special 


J 


| 


permit from the Selectmen and en 
dorsement by the Conservatior 
Commission. 

They said that the PCBs in the 
Housatonic were in the sludge, not 
the water, and that, in any case, the 
water drawn would be purified and 
filtered before being heated. 

They said state hearing notices on 
the project would be advertised in 
January. 


| 


Larmon, manager of Kimberly-Clark. 


Tack - We. 22, \G8G 
$800,000 Iottery 
ticket is sold 
by Lee store 


LEE — Someone who shopped in Lee was 
walking around more than $800,000 richer 
yesterday, but as of the end of the working 
day, the Massachusetts State Lottery did 
not know who it was. 

A ticket sold’ at the Lee Price Chopper 
turned out to be one of five winners at 
Wednesday’s Megabucks drawing. The five 
winners split a jackpot of $4,328,560, which 
meant a single share of $865,712. That 
works out to $43,285 annually before taxes 
and $32,464 after taxes for the next 20 
years. 

A spokesman at the lottery office said 
that for selling a winner, Price Chopper 
will get 1 percent of the prize, or $8,657. 

The winning number was 3, 6, 8, 11, 12, 
16. 
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. By Susanna Cooper not be an obstacle for the Housing Cl I y Jr, said Office of Commu De 
j Berkshire Eagle Stat Authority, which has, of ito his committe will_resoimi a8 op eas promised subsidize 2} 
oS ing A an 8- ence between the comprehensive permit applicati I yh beh 
| Le nee westectay wriered project site and an abutting quarry.” to the Board of Appeals. The Board eluate ie pai Seat 6 
the local Board of Appeals to issue a Potential drainage problems cre- of Appeals may either follow the 0 proj 


has 


——— 


b 


comprehensive permit for 16 units 
of low- and moderate-income hous- 
ing on Marble Street. 

The order overturns a decision 
made by the Board of A peals last 
January when it denied the Housing 
Authority’s application for the 


Besse. Tr dec 29, 1885 


for Lee’s affordab 


ated by the 16-unit development 
could be addressed by installing a 
new storm drain at a cost of 
$160,000, the appeals committe 
wrote, an amount the state has said 
it would reimburse. 

The appeals committee also ruled 


e housing project 


Chairman Francis D. Fol x 


order of the state Housing Appeals 
Committee and grant the permit, 
Foley said, or appeal the order to 
Superior Court. 

he chairman of the Board of 
Appeals, George Frulla, was out of 
town yesterday and could not be 


ce of Communities and Devel- 


bid. 

Foley said the Housing Authority 
has already spent $130,000 on engl- 
neer’s and architect’s drawings of 
the project. Dietz and Co. Architects 
of Springfield has designed the 
complex. 


4 ‘ j ite measures be- 

rmit. The Board of Appeals cited that the moratorium on large de- reached for comment. The project sl 

ey hazards, widisod. ae drainage velopstents should not apply to the Foley said he had expected the tween three acres pad wou a | 
Marble Street proposal. The mora- Housing Appeals Committee to Foley said, and is located on lan 


problems and the town’s morato- 
rium on large developments as 
reasons for the decision. 

In overturning the decision, the 
Housing Appeals Committee wrote 
that the Board of Appeals’ concerns 
were outweighed by the need for 
affordable family housing in Lee. 
While the town has several afford- 
able developments for the elderly, 
the appeals committee wrote, it of- 
fers no such accommodations to 
families of low or moderate income. 

“The decision of the Board of 
Appeals ... was unreasonable and 
not consistent with local needs,” the 
appeals committee wrote. “The 
board is directed to issue a com- 


torium was imposed by the Select- 
men in 1987 to restrict developments 
that would add more than 2,000 gal- 
lons of daily effluent to the town’s 
near-capacity sewage treatment 
plant. The appeals committee hy- 
pothesized that the Marble Street 
project, which will produce about 
4,000 gallons of effluent per day, 
would probably have slipped under 
the moratorium’s restrictions had it 


rium works out to be 
restrictive with re- 
» needed 16 units of 


overturn the Board of Appeals’ de- 
nial. He said he was confident the 
committee would see a need for 
affordable family housing. 


$2 million cost 


pected to cost about $2 million, ac- 
cording to Foley. 


taken by the Authority through em- 
inent domain in 1973. The new units 
would be located south of the au- 
thority’s Brown Memorial Court 
complex for the elderly. The au- 
thority also oversees an eight- 
bedroom duplex apartment for 
mentally retarded adults in the 
same area. 


|! 


fie family housing,” the 


prehensive permit to the appellant.” | 

‘Fact of life’ 

The appeals committee ruled that 
the safety hazards presented by ad- 
jacent lime and marble quarries are 
“a fact of life in Lee” and should 


Members of the Howse oo 
ast night 
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Lee 


Lee Remains In Collaborative Ly 


LEE — The Lee Sehool C i 

© Senool Committee this we i 

fs the Southern Berks ite Educational Collab age ln ue 
acid rative, but in a diminished 


By not taki ar 
ila wire the collaborative’s asbestos and internshi 
aaa Ait me $14,000 from its annual membe hi cea! 
atailerog sie to Pay about $58,000 in the coming ye PA ae 
raw from the collaborati a 
: ceonialele collaborative last fall 
uperintendent Henry Zukowski largely for aie 
asons, 


Zoning Meeting Cancelled 


LEE — The Selectme 
: n have 
meeting to request a change Pa ig a planned March 29 special town 


the air Over a propos ng regulations. The town is sti 
OSE ee - The to ; ; 
proposal to alter an existing residential section me me up in 
order to ac- 


commodate E.C.H” Will anufac i q a 
M a turing S quest for a site for a new fac 


Fo Aergshire Cowner -JAn lf, Gite . 
| 
undation Donates To Lee VNA, CHP | 
eed hae — The Southern Berkshire Visiting Nurse Foundation has selected the . 
pee a Association and Children’s Health Program here as recipients of its foundation 
Rosemarie Siegel, president of the board of trustees, announced grants of $6,000 and $2,000 \ 
respectively in accordance with a recent board decision. The money donated to the Lee VNA is in 
Re Sper and compensation for the free home health care given to clients in South Berkshire.” | 
e one to CHP was because “*we wish to support and encourage the vital work which your agency is 
doing in the Southern Berksh re Community.” 
Children’s Hea gram S 
ee a 2 od perry ‘is now headquartered at Russell House, the Castle Street home of the 
The foundation 
Thrift Shop at 


In its new role as m, the organizati i ist i intai 

| vation uses its resources to assist in maintaining the well- | 
being and independence of the, uninsured and under-insured of South Berkshire. The foundation con- 
§ tinues to receive and welcomes donations from a wide segment of the community. 


Be 


letely staffed by volunteers who maintain the very active This ’n That | 
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a By Stephen Fay 
Mi Berkshire Eagle Staff 
; % LEE — An angry, united Board of 
Selectmen last night voted to appeal 
___a State order requiring the town to 
___ issue a permit for construction of 16 
3 units of low-income housing on 
Marble Street. 
At issue is last week’s order from 
_the state Housing Appeals Commit- 
_ tee that overturns: the local Board of 
_ Appeals’ denial of the Lee Housing 
_ Authority’s application for: a com- 
_ prehensive permit to construct the 
units, j 
The Lee Board of Appeals re- 
_ jected the Housing Authority’s re- 
quest a year ago, citing safety and 


i drainage problems and the town 

\ moratorium on new projects that 

A ee overtax the sewage treatment 
plant. 


‘City & Town 


LA Te! A Lh one ie aie 
jedi {Y at Ry ae A 
cs mote fie hale "as 
: y thy. ‘We , j 

; 


Lee Selectmen William Bean, Diane Roosa and Joseph ° 
DuPont were unanimous in their determination to fight a 


Selectmen to appeal permit reversal 


The problem of an 
overloaded sewage 
treatment plant 
hasn’t gone away. 


Selectman William Bean, who 
made the motion to appeal the state 
ruling, cited the moratorium. He 
said the decision ignores the exist- 
ence of a painstakingly developed 
policy implemented two years ago 
when the sewage treatment plant 
faced overload. The problems and 
challenges that occasioned the 
moratorium have not gone away, 
Bean said. 

He said the ban on new develop- 
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Stephen Fay/Berkshire Eagle staff 


state order overturning a local ruling. 


ments that generate more than 2,000 
gallons of sewage daily ‘‘was put on 


for a specific reason and that rea-. 


son hasn’t changed.” 

According to the ruling by the 
state Housing Appeals Committee, 
to which the Lee Housing Authority 
turned when its application was 
denied, “‘the moratorium works out 
to be unreasonably restrictive with 
respect to these needed 16 units of 
low-income family housing.” 

Besides criticizing the state board 
for setting aside the town’s morato- 
rium on large developments, Bean 
observed that the state’s fiscal cri- 
sis suggests that it will be unable to 
honor its commitment to subsidize 
the $2 million housing project. The 
Housing Authority has already 
spent about $130,000 on engineering 
and architectural drawings. 


Selectmen Joseph DuPont and 
Diane Roosa embraced Bean’s 
suggestion, defending the need for 
the moratorium and anticipating the 
potential problems from other de- 
velopers if the moratorium were set 
aside. 


The appeal will be filed in Berk- 
shire Superior Court. 


In other business, the Selectmen 
commended the Police Department 
for apprehending a suspect at the 
scene of a break-in at the Route 102 
Tavern in South Lee Thursday 
morning. Police Chief Edward J. 
Finnegan said the suspect has since 
been charged with nine felonies 
committed in surrounding jurisdic- 
tions during an evident rash of 
breaks. 
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France honors Albert Vinatier 
for good teaching of French 


By Susanna Cooper 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


STOCKBRIDGE — Albert A. Vinatier, 68, who 
taught French at Lee High School for 18 years until 
his retirement in 1986, has received the highest 
award bestowed by France on high school teach- 
ers. , 


Vinatier learned of the honor, known as “Officier 
dans l’ordre des Palmes Academiques,”’ in early 
November, when he received an unexpected, cer- 
tified letter of notification from the French Em- 
bassy in New York. see to the letter, Vin- 
atier received the award for his 25 years of pro- 
moting French language and culture in the United 
States. 


“I felt super,” said Vinatier, who has dual na- 
tionality in the United States and France. “I didn’t 
oi that the people in France kept track of us so 
we. hed 


“I wanted to be a teacher since I was 7 years 
old,” Vinatier said, recalling that one instructor in 
particular, with whom he studied for six years, 
helped him understand the importance of the pro- 
fession. ‘He had a great influence on me,” 

Vinatier, in turn, has had a great influence on his 
students. 


Devotion to duty 


rhe ed Susanna Cooper/Berkshire Eagle Staff 
who graduated in 1984, said he was impressed by Albert A. Vinatier 

his teacher’s devotion to his work, and not just in Another in a long list of awards 

the classroom. 
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2 “Many days, after he taught all day, he'd coach overseeing the development of promising skiers 
Ape soccer all afternoon and then be at a school dance ages 14 and younger. Three or four times a year he 
fe that night,” Consolati said. vom travels to Europe, where he officiates at World 
OS “We felt like we had somebody on our side,” he Cup skiing events. 

iQ * said. “He was a ies iy es ybody. rrendh Te He continues to coach skiing at Lee High. 

= Consolati recalled that learning French from Recipient of a Distinguished Service Award from 
aie Vinatier was a fun experience that focused more the Massachusetts Foreign Language Association 
ae on a larger appreciation of the language than it did in 1987, Vinatier earned his bachelor’s degree from 
sz on the smaller — and often less memorable — the ‘Sorbonne University in Paris. He holds two 
_= details of grammar and spelling. h hi master’s degees, one from the French University _ 
ae He made sure you understood what somet ing system and another from Westfield State College. 
nS meant before you knew where to put the accent, Before joining the staff at Lee High, he taught 
oy Consolati said, and coached at the former Stockbridge School and 
a “T instilled in my students a love for France and Cranwell School in Lenox. 

ES its culture,” said Vinatier, who for 16 years led In 1986, he was awarded a medal from the 
= rani April excursions to Paris. He also initiated a Erench overnment for valorous service as a 
PT yaad apie Saclisnie fe a for American and commando during World War II. It was while 
EF rench high school students, training for that service, at an American Navy 


Now that he has retired, Vinatier devotes himself — base in Miami, that he met his wife, Mary. They 
to skiing. He works for the U.S, Olympic Ski Team, __ live on Route 102. 


By Stephen Fay 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
LEE — In an effort to keep a local 
manufacturer from leaving town and, at 
the same time, create inexpensive housing, 
the Community Development Corp. has 
presented the Planning Board and Select- 
men with a proposal to rezone and develop 
a large parcel abutting the Massachusetts 
Turnpike. 

CDC Chairman Richard Sitzer and land- 
owner Isodore Goodman said Tuesday a 

rtion of Goodman’s 128-acre site off 
Stockbridge Road might appeal to the new 
owners of Clark-Aiken Matik. The West 
German firm that bought Clark-Aiken’s 
assets in November announced early on 
that it proposed to build a new plant and 
move its paper-making operations from the 
old Clark-Aiken building at routes 20 and 
102. 


Site sought 


The E.C.H- Will Manufacturing Corp., 
which bought Clark-Aiken’s business and 
machinery but not its building, has lately 
sent out feelers to officials in neighboring 
towns asking if they have suitable sites for 
a new plant. Erie J. Herzlich, president of 
E.C.H. Will, has advised neighboring towns 
that his company needs a 12- to 15-acre 
arcel for a 100,000-square-foot structure 
for its 115 employees. The company plans 
to invest between $5 million and $10 million 
in the building project. 
Herzlich indicated that E.C.H. Will would 
like to stay in Lee but is not restricting 
itself to that town. 
Lee Selectman William Bean said he is 
anxious to keep the manufacturer in town. 
“It’s tough enough to get new industries,” 
Bean said. “We don’t want. the ones we’ve 
got to leave.”’ 


Even so, Bean said, the necessary rezon- 
ing will be ‘‘a tough sell.”’ 


By Stephen Fay f, 5 4 


f 4| 4 Berkshire Eagle Staff 

J EE — Balancing a sense of 
common purpose against misgiv- 
ings, town officials last night 
launched their effort to keep a ma- 
jor employer by creating a new sort 
of zoning district. 


The Selectmen scheduled a spe- 
cial town meeting for March 29 to 
seek approval of the concept of a 
light industry zone. If that article is 
approved, town meeting represen- 
tatives will be asked to create such 
a zone in a residential district off 
Stockbridge Road. 


The point of the exercise is to 
create a zone where the E.C.H. Will 
Manufacturing Corp. can erect a 
new plant for its papermaking op- 
erations. 

Will purchased the business and 
assets — but not the building — of 
Clark-Aiken Matik in November. 

ill, a West German firm, an- 
nounced shortly after the purchase 
that it would build a new $5 million 
to $10 million plant. To the conster- 
nation of town officials, Will ap- 
proached neighboring towns to see 
if they could suggest a site for a 
100,000-square-foot building for its 
115 employees, Company represen- 
tatives are scheduled to meet with 
the Great Barrington Selectmen 
later this month to discuss sites. 

€e'S response is a combined ef- 


plan would provide fy 
es for factory, housing p 
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He said a two-thirds town meeting vote is 
needed in order to change the ae of the 
parcel from residential-agricultural to in- 
dustrial. He said the town would need a 
commitment from the West German firm 
before pushing for a zoning change. 


No second chance 


Bean said he believes it is worth the 
effort because E.C.H. Will wants to get on 
with the project in the near future. 


“There won't be a second chance,” Bean 
said. 

Sitzer said the proposal, which he termed 
“very tentative,” involved developing a 
portion of Goodman site for E.C.H. Will and 
a portion for low-cost housing. 


. Herzlich said he would meet with CDC 
representatives today and would respond to 
the proposal at that time. He said yester- 
day that the Lee site was “‘one of several” 
his firm was considering. 


Goodman said yesterday the location was 
advantageous for an industry because of its 
proximity to the Turnpike. He said a por- 
tion of the site could be developed into town 
house apartment clusters. 


Goodman said he and the CDC will refine 
plans for the site and submit them to the 
Planning Board. 


Subdivision plan 


In other business Tuesday, the Planning 
Board approved the definitive subdivision 
plan of Paul J. Scarpa for a nine-lot devel- 
opment on Mandalay Road off Spring 
Street. The lots range from 20,000 to 44,000 
square feet. 


The nine lots represent the second phase 
of a three-phase development. After the 
planners approved phase II, Scarpa pre- 
‘sented the board with a preliminary plan 
for the 12-lot phase III. This third-portion of 


| 
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Plans for the decade 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE: ~— 


The 1990s can become the 
decade of this century if society oe 
those who serve in government re- 
Bee, this fee ignorance and 

verty must be repl i 
ie nan eh a 

€ Must promise ourselyes that 
the rights’ of all people will be re- 
pene and that the able-bodied 
as Ping dy all deserve a place in 
We must remember the homel 
the mentally ill and retarded end 
give them a helping hand. 


JQHN R.C PELAND 
ee Gage //if pr, , 


the subdivision will extend down Mandalay 


Road into Prospect Street. 


fort on the part of the Community 
Development Corp., the Planning 
Board and the Selectmen. Members 
of these boards propose to accom- 
modate E.C.H. Will by creating a 
light industry zone on an undevel- 
oped parcel off Stockbridge Road 
gains the Massachusetts Turn- 
pike. The 128-acre property is 
owned by Isodore Goodman of 
Pittsfield. 


The plan, which calls for two- 
thirds approval by town meeting 
representatives, entails first creat- 
ing the concept of a light industry 
zone and then applying that desig- 
nation to a portion of Goodman’s 
property. 

Planning Board Chairman Robert 
W. Birch said there isn’t much time. 
E.C.H. Will President Eric J. Her- 
zlich has said he wants to select a 
site by March 31. In order to meet 
that deadline, the planners must 
complete work on the light industry 


_bylaw and public hearings must be 


advertised and held. Then the spe- 
cial town meeting must be con- 
vened. 

Among the misgivings that sur- 
faced was the fact that E.C.H. Will 
has not committed itself to building 
in the Goodman site even if the 
voters approve both the bylaw and 
the designation. 

Selectman Joseph DuPont said he 
feared the plant, were it to be 


Lee rezoning effort begins; 
aim is to keep jobs in town 


erected on the Goodman property, 
would violate the spirit, if not the 
letter, of the moratorium on devel- 
opments that generate more than 
2,000 gallons of sewage a day into 
the nearly over-capacity treatment 
plant. According to calculations by 
local officials, the plant’s 115 em- 
ployees would generate 1,875 gallons 
of waste water a day. 

DuPont said he thought the whole 
effort to expedite creation of a site 
for Will “circumvents the intent of 
the moratorium,” which was estab- 
lished two years ago to take the 
pressure off the treatment plant. 

“Tt’s tough to defend that against 
a developer,’’ DuPont said. 

Goodman, who sat through last 
night’s discussion, said town offi- 
cials had to decide whether they 
wanted Will to keep its operations in 
town. 

Selectman William Bean, an ar- 
dent advocate of the effort to keep 
Will in Lee, said he didn’t want the 
manufacturing to receive ‘‘the 
wrong message”’ from town officials 
who express misgivings. But even 
Bean noted that he had received 
calls from Stockbridge Road resi- 
‘dents concerned about an increase 
in traffic if the project is approved. 

The Community Development 
Corp. plan entails eventually creat- 
ing inexpensive housing on a portion 
of the Goodman property abutting 
the light industry zone. 


eB a" y 
Whose Haz-mat 2% 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— \f 


The Berkshire County Haz-mat 
vehicle, or should I say the Pitts- 
field Fire Department’s Haz-Mat 
vehicle, can only be manned by 
“paid full-time professional fire- 
fighters”’ [Eagle, Dec. 3]. This is 
the same department that in two 
years will have half the man- 
power it now has, according to 
city hall rumors. This same de- 
partment’s union wants to change 
| the policy toward mutual aid to no 
mutual aid. Even if they don’t 
change the policy, the one pres- 
ently in place leaves a great deal 
to be desired. 

So who’s going to man this ve- 
hicle? Pittsfield Fire? Yeah, 
right. They are so short of man- 
| power they can’t even man the 

city’s present apparatus! How are 

they possibly going to man a ve- 
hicle that covers all of Berkshire 

County — and may be tied up for 

hours at a time? Who is going to 
| cover their shifts, or pay the 
overtime? 

I mean no disrespect to Pitts- 
field firefighters. They are all 
professional people. This is the 
union’s doing. 

Keep in mind that the county 
presently has a Haz-Mat team, 
made up of mostly GE volunteers 
who have spent a great deal of 
time on their training, as well as 
familiarizing volunteers with Haz- 
Mat incidents. Originally that 
team was expected to have at 
least some, if not full, use of that 
vehicle. Also, for a Berkshire 
County vehicle, the word “Pitts- 
field” appears in awfully large 
goldleaf letters. 


GERRY CAHALAN Jr. 
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Opponents of proposal to change the zoning of this 127.5- 


The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, January 10, 1990 : 
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acre parcel off Stockbridge Road from residential- 
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agricultural to light industrial are Louis Failla and Robert 
Bartini. 


Residential land rezoning for factory 
denounced by former planner in Lee 


By Stephen Fay 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

LEE — The former chairman of 
the Planning Board hopes to de- 
rail the official effort to rezone a 
large parcel in a residential dis- 
trict in order to accommodate a 
manufacturing plant. 

Louis V. Failla of Fairview 
Street said that the Selectmen and 
Planning Board are being rash 
and improvident, and that they 
and the Community Development 
Corp. are going too far in their 
zeal to provide the E.C.H. Will 
Manufacturing Corp. with a site 
for a new plant. 

“You can’t just rezone a piece 
of residential neighborhood be- 
cause an industry threatens to 
leave town,” Failla said yester- 
day. 

At issue is the strategy of the 
Selectmen, planners and CDC to 
develop language for a new type 


Preserving our wilderness 7 @. 


of zoning district — light indus- 
trial — and assign that designa- 
tion to a portion of an undevel- 
oped 127.5-acre parcel immedi- 
ately east of Stockbridge Road. 


Two-thirds vote 


The creation of a new zoning 
classification and its assignment 
to the land under consideration 
would require the assent of two- 
thirds of the town meeting repre- 
sentatives. 


E.C.H. Will, which purchased 
the business and assets of the 
Clark-Aiken Matik papermaking 
company in November, is looking 
for a suitable site to erect a plant. 
The company, which employs.115, 
is not confining its search to Lee. 
Alarmed at the prospect of losing 
a major employer and taxpayer, 
town officials are trying to come 
up with an appealing site. 

Failla and Robert Bartini, 


whose property abuts the 127.5- 
acre parcel, said the town’s ap- 
proach is hasty. 

“Just because an industry is 
threatening to leave,” Failla said, 
“it doesn’t mean you scar the 
land and revise your zoning.” 

E.C.H. Will has made no com- 
mitment to build on the land in 
question even if it is rezoned for 
industry. 


Beef cattle 


The property, which is owned 
by Isodore Goodman of Pittsfield, 
was under consideration by the 
state for an Agricultural Preser- 
vation Restriction — an ar- 
rangement in which the state 
buys the development rights in 
order to keep the land in agricul- 
tural use. Bartini, who owns beef 
cattle, has farmed the property 
for years under different owners. 
He said he would like it to remain 
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To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Thanks to The Eagle for print- 
ing the excellent article by Do- 
nella Meadows: “Wilderness for 
fun and profit” (Jan. 8]. Thanks 
also for the well-done, series by 
Daniel Pear! on regional land use 
(Dec. 26-30]. 

In the Meadows’ article, how- 
ever, there is an unfortunate, but 
maybe serendipitous, misquoting 
of Henry David Thoreau. Mead- 
ows quotes him as saying, “In 
wilderness is the preservation of 
the world.’’ Thoreau actually 
said, “In wildness is the preser- 
vation of the world.”’ 

“Right on!” to both of them. 
Yes, wilderness lifts us out of our 
self-centeredness. And our ap- 
proach to wilderness and the idea 
of wilderness areas shows what 
kind of stuff we’re made of — 


being exploiters of the wilderness 
or treating it with reverence. 
Today, more than ever, we need 
Thoreau’s ‘‘tonic of wildness.’’ We 
need to break out of our chrysalis 
of limited, selfish, parochial and 
often provincial ways of living 
and stretch out into new and un- 
tried ways of thinking and looking 
at our world, listening to that 
voice within that is “forever 
wild.” 
- That will be particularly true in 
the months ahead in our town 
conservation committee meetings 
and our planning and zoning 
board deliberations. Will we be 
ready to listen to the wild, unsur- 
veyed and unfathomed within us, 
or will we base our decisions 
about the area’s regional land use 
on selfish, limited and old-. 
fashioned small-town thinking? 


Will our decisions be based on 
what we think is in our best long- 
term interests masquerading in 
the guise of progress? : 

When I hike in to my favorite 
trout stream in New Hampshire’s 
north woods and drink freely from 
that pure stream water, my in- 
nermost being is totally alive, to- 
tally free. Preserving that wil- 
derness is important to me. 
Equally important is preserving 
what wildness and countryside we 
still have left right here in our 
own back yards. 

Listening to that wildness 
within and breaking out of our- 
selves to think of future genera- 
tions is essential as we look to- 
ward preserving as much as we 
can of the beautiful Berkshires. 


HENRY D. NADIG Jr. 
Mee Fag he iu 4o 
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open or, if it is to be developed, to 
be the site of inexpensive housing 
that local people can afford. 

Failla said the town officials 
who advocate an expedited zoning 
change “‘are bending over for this 
industry and not looking out for 
aesthetic values, property values 
or the rights of abutters.”’ 


The plan announced by the Se- 
lectmen and planners Monday 
calls for drafting language for a 
new zoning designation, holding 
public hearings on the proposal 
and presenting the new classifi- 
cation to town meeting represen- 
tatives at a special town meeting 
scheduled for March 29.-That date 
was selected in order to make a 
March 31 site selection deadline 
set by E.C.H. Will. 


Both Failla and Bartini called 
the proposal ‘‘spot zoning,” 

Failla said he has asked to be 
placed on the agenda for Mon- 


day’s meeting of the Selectmen in 
order to express his objections. 


David J. Kearns 


‘Guardian and Angel 


| St. Joseph’s Angel Es 


| Jessie McManmon during fir 


| 84-43. Story on Page D2. 
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~ Probation officer Kearns 


named to S. County court 


LEE — David J. Kearns, a ju- 
venile probation officer in South 
and Central Berkshire, has been 
named assistant chief probation 
officer for Southern Berkshire 
District Court. 

Kearns, 42, will share the load 
that Paul Collins, chief probation 
officer for Southern Berkshire, 
has borne alone since th> ~ “ 
Iovate 


aim 


Da g te 
posito, right, looks to make a one-handed pass around Lee defender 
st quarter of last night’s basketball game at St. Joe. Lee won 


graduate of St. Joseph’s High 
School. He earned a bachelor of 
arts degree in history and politi- 
cal science from Assumption Col- 
lege, Worcester. He taught at the 
former St. Joseph’s Grammar 
School for two years and then was 
a claims adjuster for Travelers 
Insurance Companies. 

He coaches at the Boys’ Club 
and directs its basketball instruc- 
tional league. 

Kearns and his wife, the former 
Carol Izzo, have three children at 
Pittsfield High School, Chris- 
topher, 18, Michael, 15, and Col- 
leen, 14. They live at 93 North- 


) umberland Road. 
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| Lee officials cancel meeting 
on new zoning regu 
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a new fringe benefit: anemployee _ that offered by Alternatives, costs 


problems. They can also improve 
labor-management _ relationships 
and reduce turnover, she said. 


The Mead contract requires Al- 
ternatives to provide a 24-hour hot 
line and off-site counseling at its 
office at 100 Wendell Ave. The 
service also covers families of 
employees. Initial sessions are 
provided without cost to the em- 
ployee, and most problems can be 
resolved during those sessions, 
said Speicher. 

“We offer short-term rather 
than long-term treatment,’ she 
said. ‘‘We’re not a clinic, but we 
do help people to cope.” 


Hollander said the family pro- 
vision of the contract with Alter- 
natives is an important consider- 
ation for Mead because of the 
nature of its work. Since paper- 
making involves running a plant 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, Mead associates rotate 
shifts, which can cause stress. 

Speicher said more than 50 
Mead managers and supervisors 
participated in five hourlong 
workshops last fall that high- 
lighted substance abuse problems 
in the community and workplace. 
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have simply become aware that 
they must take care of their em- 
ployees in the same way they take 
care of their machinery. 

“Sometimes people break down, 
just the way machines do,’ he 
said. “Our programs try to min- 
imize those breakdowns.”’ 

Scott M. Hollander, Mead’s 
manager of human_resources, 
said that until last fall, the com- 
pany offered counseling services 
through the parent corporation. 
However, he said, the major 
drawback of the arrangement was 
that counselors were available 
only through a toll-free number. 

“We decided we could provide 
better service for our associates,”’ 
he said. Mead routinely calls its 
employees ‘‘associates”’ in keep- 
ing with a company philosophy 
that the workers must share re- 
sponsibility and decision-making 
with management to reach a 
common goal of manufacturing 
high-quality papers. ' 


The trend of companies con- 
tracting for such programs is 
stimulated by costs created by 

_ workers with substance abuse or 
problems caused by stress or 
emotional difficulties. Often, they 

_ Seek relief through alcohol, drugs 

_ or gambling. 

| “On an average, companies 

___ have invested anywhere from $200 
to $10,000 to train hourly employ- 


e-9o 
chmidinger | 
places 6th in 


slalom race 


LA, Italy ; Kim 
Scare of Lee finished | 
sixth in a women’s Europa Cup 
slalom ski race yesterday at | 
pales combined time of | 
1:31.18, was .45 second behind 
winner Florence Reymond of 
Switzerland, whose combined 
time for the two slalom runs 

yas 1:30.33. i 
wSchmidinger had skied a 
44.63 after the first run, placing 
her third. Josee Lacasse of 
Canada was first after the 
opening run at 44.25 while Re- 
ymond held second at 44.56. \ 

In the second run, Reymond A 

took the mountain in 45.77, 
Lacasse skied 46.11 and 
‘Schmidinger recorded a 46.55. 
Reymond’s time catapulted her 
over Lacasse for the win, and 
Schmidinger dropped down to 
sixth. 


The Lee racer’s finish was 
the best for an American 
racer, as Tanis Hunt of Scars- 
dale, N.Y.,, was ninth (1:31.93). 


« db. 


The Mead program continues 
this month with orientation for all 
associates. Associated with 
Speicher in providing counseling 
are Joel Sturz and Rosemary 
Wood. 
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Beacco 
“But 
we’re not at all interested in any 
trav- 


, 


in Stock- 


bridge. You’re going to ruin a 


@ 


Road advisers back 


Robert K. 


interchange was 
George, developer of the Lenox 


among the state’s recommenda- 


He said George’s pro- 


posal for a traffic light at the 
intersection of the shopping cen- 
ter’s driveway with the highway 
would have to be included in those 


studies. 


ya 


learned 
EE 
m 


’ 


L 


I 


” 


“T don’t want the state to say 
that the stop lights in Lee have 
“These places in Lee are pretty 
In other business at the meeting 
yesterday, the advisory commit- 
that 
McLoughlin said he told George 
that the state would require de- 
tailed environmental and traffic 
McLoughlin confided to the ad- 
visory board that George’s odds 


The new 
ro 
the 
reading and writing skills of 


tions to alleviate congestion along 
Routes 7 and 20, designated a 
critical corridor of concern by the 


DPW last fall. 
told committee Chairman Thomas 


F. McLoughlin, director of the 
DPW’s private-public develop- 


ment unit. 
perfectly good environment to 


created congestion so we can’t 
move traffic north and we’ve got 
to put in an interchange,”’ 

risky,’’ Beacco continued. 

save three to four minutes 


on the Stockbridge-Lee line. 
eling time.” 


kind of interchange 
“dread- 


.” I do battle with 
daily. Al- 


85,000-square-foot shopping center 
though I refuse to wound student pa- 


House Country Shops, told the 
state on Tuesday that he wants to 
almost double the size of his 
on Routes 7 and 20. 

of obtaining state approval for the 
light were ‘‘about the same as 
winning the Massachusetts lot- 


studies. 
tery. 


C.D. Nelsen 
How about te 


tee 
? 
, 


pect 


a little res 


who regularly 
“Johnny 


yet shows occa- 


hts for Lee 


c lig 


a b 


Representatives 


from this town, Lee, Stockbridge 
and Pittsfield, appointed to help 
the state solve traffic problems 


along Routes 7 and 20, joined 


> 


, not enough paren- 


tal and community support. Yet my 
district supports education strongly 


(-(8 
compared with many others. 


plete its 
-light request. 
or even as well. I 
came back to secondary teaching four 
| years ago because I wanted to combat 


’ 


; 


? 


— no computers for 


not enough counseling and tu- 


much better than he did in 
toring for troubled students, not 


s not my fault 


’ 


i, 


ducation Secretary Lau 
Cavazos recently called 


1 


By Abby Pratt 


But I get defensive. I line up the 
Unlike Horace, a fictional English 
, teacher invented by Theodore Sizer for 
I don’t usually want to be lucky. I 
want to boogie with my students at a 
_ dance. I want to read new books that 


is entitled to know 
My quest gets frustrating whenever 


the latest standardized test results 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


and prepare plus 25 hours of classroom 
_ teaching total 45 to 60 hours per week 
might excite them into reading them. I 
want to have a literary magazine (if it 
ever gets back into the budget) again. 


grade more than a token paragraph a 
if I’m lucky. 


this country’s schoolchildren 

pers with the traditional red pen 
sional mercy on brutal essay tests. 
this decline in education we keep 
reading about so much. 

enough individual attention at critical 
his book, ‘“‘Horace’s Compromise,”’ I 
week from my students. I preview and 
review reading assignments and cre- 
ate the richest curriculum I can under 
| intense time constraints. But, as 
Sizer’s simple math pointed out, the 20 
to 35 hours per week needed to grade 


fully inadequate 
these dreadful inadequacies 


come out. It 

can’t read”’ 

1971 or even 1955 
usual suspects 
writing, 

learning moments 


EK 


| still a tough taskmaster 
/ demands rewrites 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


He told the state officials 


Bean said the town had first 
that Bean 


requested the lights — on Route 
“My concern is for the pedes- 
trians and the people getting 


hurt,” said Bean. 
John A. Beacco Jr., chairman 


Selectmen Chairman George L. 
of the Stockbridge Selectmen, 
threw his weight behind Bean af- 


He said there have been nu- 
Darey of: Lenox said he under- 
stood Bean’s concern based on his 
own experience driving through 


LENOX 

Selectman William D. Bean of 
Lee received support from fellow 
members of the Citizens Advisory 
Committee when he pressed offi- 
cials from the state Department 
merous accidents involving pe- 


of Public Works for action on 
tion of West Park and Main 


Streets, and at Main and Center 
streets near Joe’s Diner — three 


years ago. 
setts Turnpike interchange and 


proposed traffic lights in the cen- 
20 at Friendly’s, at the intersec- 
destrians between the Massachu- 
the bridge at the other end of Lee. 


forces yesterday against bureau- 
ter of his town. 


cratic delays. 
Darey, Beacco lend support 


fale 


traff. 

Lee. 

when the state will com 

study of the traffic 

ter establishing that the Lee se- 
lectman shared his opposition to a 
possible new turnpike interchange 


| 
| 
| 
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Proposed co-generation plant raises 


safety, aesthetic concerns in Lee 


@ CO-GENERATION, from A3 


generation plant has an ardent 
advocate in the form of a major 
local employer — Kimberly- 


into Kimberly-Clark to be used in 


are valid concerns and we need to 
address them. But it will be a safe 
line,” he said. 

Town officials anticipate diffi- 


Columbia Milt 
Dam 


Clark. Although the papermaker cult decisions ahead. you SA T oN aN Ef 
is not a partner in the plant “The town of Lee has always raion an 
project, it is a significant benefi- been a good neighbor to the Kim- zeroes LAND 
ciary. While electricity generated berly-Clark Corp.,” said state | SCHWEITZER ) 
by the plant would be sold to the Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, D- *< MILL . ah 
New England power pool, the Lee. “We appreciate the jobs. The : BUILDINGS 
steam produced would be piped town will be receptive to the . 5 ef ees 

mill’s needs.” ; d 'O a 


the paper-drying process. William 
M. Larmon, manager of 
Kimberly-Clark, said the ar- 
rangement between his company 
and Tenaska could save 
Kimberly-Clark $2 million a year. 


The plant ‘will be 
good for the mill 
and good for the 
town.’ 


He said Larmon is clouding the 
basic issues by implying that a 
vote for the co-generation plant is 
a vote for Kimberly-Clark, em- 
ployment and the town’s financial 
future. 

“It’s not time for anybody to 
play heavy with us,” Hodgkins 
said. “What’s in it for us? And 
what about the public safety is- 
sues?”’ 

Hodgkins is intractably opposed 
to a gas line through a residential 
neighborhood. 

“It’s the largest gas line in 


i iG 3s Western Massachusetts,” he said. 
Kimberly Clark Tenaska’s petition to the state’s 
manager Energy Facilities Siting Council 


“We need to save some money 
at the mill to stay competitive,” 
Larmon said. “I feel the potential 
Savings to the mill is obviously 
very big.”’ 

Larmon, citing the tough busi- 
ness climate, the drop in em- 
ployment at the mill from 600 in 
1980 to 275 today and the need to 
cut expenses and fix costs, said 
the co-generation plant “will be 
good for the mill and good for the 
town.” 

Larmon knows there is concern 
and, in some cases, anxiety, about 
the gas pipeline. 

“TI can appreciate that. These 


provides for alternative routes for 
the gas line, but notes that the 
alternatives are less direct, more 
costly and would, in some cases, 
traverse environmentally sensi- 
tive areas. 

“Td rather displace a frog,” he 
said, than see the line run through 
densely settled neighborhoods. 

Selectman William Bean said he 
has asked the Energy Facilities 
Siting Council to hold next 
month’s hearings in town. 

He said he has heard from sey- 
eral residents who are concerned 
about noise from the plant, air 
pollution and the height of the 
smokestacks. 

Roosa said “‘a lot of people are 


ee 
A 


David LeClair/Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Proposed site of the co-generation plant lies between the 
Housatonic River on the left and Columbia Street on a 
parcel owned and used by the Kimberly-Clark Corp. 


against it. There’s a lot of talk on _ issue.” 


the street.’’ 

She said the gas line is the 
major problem and acknowledges 
that Kimberly-Clark’s advocacy 
of the project makes it a “tough 


On one point, advocates and 
Opponents can agree with Lar- 
mon. 

“Not everybody’s going to be 


happy,”’ he said. 
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Recycling Committee Chairm 
money for the implementation 


— The Berkshire Eagle, Tuesday, January.23, 1990 


Stephen Fay / Berkshire Eagle staff 


an Maynard Clemmons urges the Lee Selectmen to provide . 


of a local recycling effort. 


Lee recycling chief appeals 


tor funds to get ball rolling © 


By Stephen Fay 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

LEE — The chairman of the 
town’s Recycling Committee last 
night made an impassioned, if 
tardy, plea for funds to imple- 
ment a recyling program. 

Maynard Clemmons appealed to 
the Selectmen and Finance 
Committee for an emergency ap- 
propriation of $22,000 to allow the 
town to avail itself of the services 
of the state’s Materials Recycling 
Facility, the so-called ‘‘ Murf,” 
that opened last Tuesday. 

The Selectmen, though gener- 
ally sympathetic, noted that last 
night’s appeal for funds was the 
first request for money the com- 
mittee has made. After consider- 
able discussion, they voted 2-1 to 
hold a special town meeting to 
vote money. 

Maynard did not dwell on the 
last-minute nature of the funding 
request. Instead, he noted that the 
May 1987 annual town meeting 
voted a preliminary ordinance 
requiring homeowners to separate 
trash and recyclables. Then, last 
February, he said, the Selectmen 
notified the state that the town 
wanted to become an official user 
of the Materials Recycling Facil- 
ity. The following month, May- 
nard noted, the town executed a 
contract with the state to become 
a Murf participant. 

‘Everybody but us’ 

At last May’s annual town 
meeting, a recycling bylaw was 
passed. Last November, the town 
acquired 1,700 recycling contain- 
ers for distribution to residents. 
In December, the state supplied 
the town with recycling education 
brochures. And on Jan. 16, the 
Materials Recyling Facility 
opened for business. 

“Everybody else in the county 
has started except us,’’ Maynard 
said. “Morally, we’re obligated.” 

He said the state Department of 
Environmental Protection, oper- 
ator of the recycling facility, 
could bounce Lee from the pro- 
gram if it did not avail itself of 


the service. He said there are four 
towns on a waiting list to join the 
program and one of these might 
take Lee’s place if Lee doesn’t 
act. 


“We've got to show some kind 
of progress,’’ Maynard said. 

Finance Committee Chairman 
Robert B. Trask said, ‘‘Maybe we 
were remiss in not appropriating 
the money.” 


But the Selectmen suggested 
that maybe the Recycling Com- 
mittee was remiss in not asking 
for the money. 


Problems 


Trask and the Selectmen told 
Maynard the recycling program 
did not qualify for an emergency 
appropriation, saying emergency 
funds are to pay off obligations of 
existing programs. Recycling is a 
new program and can only be 
funded by a transfer from avail- 
able funds — a step that requires 
a special town meeting. 


Selectman Joseph F. DuPont 
expressed impatience with the 
urgent plea for funds. He noted 
that the committee had not des- 
ignated a collection site for recy- 
clables. He asked where the 
money was to come from in this 
period of fiscal distress. He noted 
that the $22,000 figure made no 
provision for paying a hauler to 
truck recycables to the Murf in 


- 


Springfield. 


DuPont refused to second Se- | 


lectman William Bean’s motion to 
set a special town meeting. | 
Chairman Diana Roosa seconded | 
the motion. The vote was 2-1, with 
DuPont opposed. 

At the suggestion of Road Su- 
perintendent J. Peter Scolforo, 
the warrant article will seek 
$26,000 — $22,000 for bins and 
preparation of a site at the land- | 
fill and $4,000 to pay a hauler. 

The special town meeting will 
be held at the Central School 
March 19 at 7:30 p.m. The recy- 
cling article will be the only one | 
on the warrant. 


Opera house 


In other business, the Selectmen | 
received a letter from Rex A. | 


. the 
Hearn, founder, general director | 


and president of the Berkshire’) 
Opera Co., asking if the town had 
some land it might provide the | 
company for construction of an | 
opera house. 

“Tt would be lovely to put Lee 
— deservedly — on the cultural 
map with a new opera house,”’ he 
wrote. 

The Berkshire Opera Co. has | 
previously been housed at the 
Berkshire Performing Arts Center | 
and Cranwell, both in Lenox, and | 
at the Crosby School in Pittsfield. 

“None is ideal for our pur- | 
poses,”’ Hearn wrote. 

Hearn wrote that the company — 
needs a 5-acre site suitable for an | 
opera house with parking for 250 
cars. He suggested a site in the 
Maple Street area. | 

‘Obviously,’ said DuPont, | 
“they’re looking for a donation of | 
land from the town.” 

The board wrote to Hearn, in-\ 
viting him to come to a future. 
meeting to present his case. {i 

The company has maintained 
administrative headquarters in.’ 
Lee at 17 Main St. for six years. | 

Finally, the Selectmen, acting’ | 


on a notification of parking com- 


plaints received by the police, 
said they would call in the owners 
of the Spotlight, the former Third 


* 


Greek Restaurant on Route 20, to h 


spell out parking regulations at 
the restaurant. 


————— 
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By Stephen Fay 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A conflict is looming 
between the advocates of auster- 
ity and the champions of educa- 
tion. 

On Monday, the School Com- 
mittee presented the Selectmen 
with a preliminary fiscal ’91 
budget that shows an increase of 
$297,645 over the fiscal ’90 budget. 

Two of the Selectmen contend 
the school budget is excessive. To 
be precise, Selectmen William 
Bean and Joseph F. DuPont 
maintain the school budget is 
$297,645 too high. 

Bean and DuPont said Monday 
they will oppose any budget in- 
creases in any town department. 
Citing the grim news from Boston 
and the certainty of profoundly 
reduced state aid, they said fiscal 
91 budgets must be level-funded, 
by which they mean next year’s 

’ budgets must be no greater than 
this year’s. 

“We’re going to have a real 
tough time next year,” said Bean, 
whose economic forecast for the 
town is the most consistently 
gloomy. 


Wage freeze 


Besides insisting on level- 
‘funding, Bean and DuPont have 
voted a wage freeze and declared 
‘that the Selectmen must approve 
‘any and all money items that go 
on the annual town meeting war- 
‘rant. This means the budget the 
‘voters face will be, in effect, the 
Selectmen’s budget. In the past, 
the Selectmen have not edited or 
censored departmental budgets in 
this fashion. They either advo- 
cated or opposed items on the 
town meeting floor. 

Bean tried to persuade the dis- 
trict’s teachers to reject the sal- 
ary increases they are due under 
their contract, but the teachers 
politely declined. Bean and DuP- 


City & Town 


Lee faces struggle over level-funding of school budget 


Superintendent Henry T. Zukowski says cuts in education 
spending end up costing more in the long run. 


ont acknowledge that pay raises 
guaranteed by contract must be 
honored. But they do not concede 
that the school budget must go up 
just because salaries are going 
up. They want the bottom line for 
next year to be the same as this 
year’s bottom line. They contend 
the school department can make 
cuts in other line items to ac- 
commodate the salary increases. 


Selectmen Chairman Diane 
Roosa doesn’t agree. She voted 
against level-funding, the wage 
freeze and the stipulation that 
warrant items receive the bless- 
ing of the Selectmen. 


“If townspeople want the serv- 
ices,’’ she said, “‘they’ll be willing 
to pay for them.” 

Roosa said that if the voters 
want to increase spending or 
override the restrictions of Prop- 
osition 24, they should have the 
opportunity. 

No leeway 

School Superintendent Henry T. 
Zukowski said the position of 
DuPont and Bean is unrealistic. 
The budget voted for this year — 
$4,050,537 — is barely covering 
costs, he said. Unexpected crises, 
such as $20,000 to repair beams at 
the high school, $4,000 for a fire- 
wall in the Central School furnace 
room and $3,400 to bring the wall 
and the floor back together in 
Zukowski’s rickety office, drained 


the system’s coffers. 

“There is a chance,’”’ Zukowski 
said Tuesday, ‘‘that $4,050,537 
may not suffice.” 

Zukowski said the projected 7.34 
percent increase in the school 
budget is the result of ‘‘negotiated 
salaries, inflation and fixed 
costs.’”’ He said the schools have 
made cuts and those cuts have 
hurt. The system is down one 
custodian, he said, and it shows. 
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Schools need books, staff and 
heat, he said, and these cost 
money. 


The payoff on the investment a 
town makes in its schoolchildren, 
he said, ‘“‘is something you cannot 
measure today.’’ Stinting on edu- 
cation spending, he said, gener- 
ates exceptionally expensive ob- 
ligations in the future: rehabilita- 
tion, incarceration and other 
treatment for social problems. 


Where to cut? 


The fiscal ’91 budget is 
$4,348,182. Salary increases ac- 
count for $211,510 of the $297,645 
total increase. Spending is also up 
for maintenance, transportation, 
heating and utilities, and ac- 
quisiion and replacement of 
equipment. 

Zukowski appeared to be con- 
founded by Bean’s stipulation that 
the school department make cuts 
in other accounts to accommodate 
salary increases and come in with 
a budget no greater than this 
year’s. 

“‘Where?”’ he asked. “‘Are we on 
the same planet?”’ 

Zukowski noted that the Lee 
school system ‘‘is in beautiful 
shape”’ in one regard: It is one of 


— SE 


the rare school systems in the 
county that doesn’t need a new 
building. From Sandisfield to 
Sheffield, Great Barrington and 
Pittsfield to Adams and North 
Adams, school departments are 
looking for money to build. Lee is 
not. 

“We’re in better shape than 
most of the schools around,” 
Zukowski said. 

Bean acknowledged it will not 
be easy for Zukowski to find 
enough fat in his budget to reduce 
spending without undermining 
education. But Bean insisted it 
was up to the school department 
to make cuts within its budget in 
order to achieve level-funding. 


“It’s very difficult, I know,” he 
said. “It’s an emotional thing.”’ 

But Bean maintains the schools 
can stick to last year’s amount 
without harming the quality of 
education. 

“I don’t believe the school pro- 
grams will be affected,’’ he said. 
“Maybe there’ll be some enlarged 
classes. 

“Everybody wants to push their 
own programs and their own de- 
partments,’’ Bean said. ‘But 
sometimes you have to live within 
your means.”’ 

Anticipating the coming strug- 
gle, Bean said, “‘Of all the times 
to be a selectman, this is probably 
the worst.”’ 
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out-of-court settlement 


PITTSFIELD — A Lee police 
officer who was seriously injured 
when an overhead door at Kay- 
Bee Toy & Hobby Shops’ ware- 
house collapsed on him received 
an undiselosed out-of-court set- 
tlement yesterday three hours af- 
ter the trial began in Superior 
Court. 

Jeffrey L. Gamelli of 1 Pike 
Road, East Otis, and Officer 
Joseph Buffis had responded to a 
call at the Kay-Bee warehouse on 
Route 102 in Lee Aug. 13, 1988, at 


S 10:45 p.m. They were checking to 
“X_ see why one of the doors was open 
\9 about 18 inches. 
x Buffis, the first witness, testi- 
eee 


ed yesterday that he slid under 
the door, checked inside the 


he met an official of Kay-Bee | 
Toys, who said that ‘‘we knew the | 
door was broken’’ but did not tell 
the police or the Kay-Bee security 
company about the problem, said 
Buffis. 

Gamelli sued Kay-Bee Toys, 
Greylock Security of Pittsfield | 
and Madsen Overhead Door of 
Spencertown, N.Y. 

The amount of the settlement 
was not disclosed. Gamelli de- | 
clined to comment, and one of | 


four lawyers involved in the case | 


refused to disclose the settlement 
amount. The other lawyers could, 
not be reached. ey 

Ronald E. Oliveira, attorney for 
Madsen, said he settled his aspect 
of the case prior to the trial start- 
ing yesterday. Kay-Bee settled 


| Lee traffic lights RAG 


| warehouse and then pushed the 

electronic button that he thought 

| would shut the door. But the door 

} Sie eae on Gamelli, who was 

outside, breaking his leg and 
causing other injuries. 

Once Gamelli had been trans- 

ported to the hospital, Buffis re- 

turned to the police station, where 
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Lee court 
in 
clos gh, 
causes 2 ?' 
contusion 


By Susanna Cooper 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Among those who hate to see a 
century-old tradition die, the closing of 
the Southern Berkshire District Court at 
Lee has occasioned melancholy and nos- 
talgia. 

But among those who work in the court 
division every day, the shift of opera- 
tions from Lee to Great Barrington has 
created uncertainty and confusion. 

Caught in the middle is Laura Rueli- 
Rilla, the assistant clerk-magistrate, 
who was told last Monday that the con- 
solidation would change her job to one of 
a floater who filled in as needed in other 
Berkshire County courthouses. It was a 
change she said she could live with. 

Her future seemed less certain on 
Tuesday, however, when Rilla read in a 
Berkshire Eagle interview with state 
Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee, 
that she would be transferred perma- 
nently to fill an opening in Central 
Berkshire District Court in Pittsfield. 

Still more unsettling was the news she 
learned on Thursday — there is no open- 
ing in Pittsfield and she could be out of a 
job as of July 1. 

“T’m walking around like a dead per- 
son,” said Rueli-Rilla, adding that the 
uncertainty over her career has made it 
difficult to concentrate and even more 
difficult to sleep at night. “I don’t want 
to lose my job.” ; 

Hodgkins, who holds considerable in- 
fluence over the funding for district 
court and its staff, said he does not want 
to see anyone lose a job. But with a $700- 
million budget deficit, he said, Rueli- 
Rilla is not the only state worker facing 
unemployment. 

“There is not a need, given the other 
cuts that we face, to keep two. clerks 
there,’ Hodgkins said. “‘A consolidation 
can’t keep all the employees. It’s a con- 
solidation with reduction, that makes 


_ Clerk-Magistrate Louis A. Airoldi dis- 
agrees. 
LEE COURT, continued on B4 


after the morning of testimony, he 
said. 

The settlement was paid by the 
insurance companies for Madsen 
Overhead Door and Kay-Bee 
Toys, Aetna and Liberty Mutual 
respectively. Greylock Security 
had no insurance. 


sense.” F 


faa 


“Tt’s a devastating blow to us,” 
he said. ‘‘All of a sudden Laura, 
in effect, is being fired.”’ 

Airoldi said the Southern Berk- 
shire division, which has seen 
motor vehicle cases alone in- 
crease more than threefold in the 
past five years, cannot afford to 
lose Rueli-Rilla. The court han- 
dles civil, criminal and juvenile 
cases from the 15 towns of South 
County, Airoldi said, and the pace 
with which it processes those 
cases will be slowed considerably 
by her departure. 


“It’s wrong,” Airoldi said of 
Hodgkins’ decision. ‘‘He is taking 
away from the people he repre- 
sents.” 

Rueli-Rilla said she is confused 
by Hodgkins’ move, which devi- 
ates from the consolidation plan 
laid out for court staff last Mon- 
day. The staff was told that the 
Southern Berkshire division would 
lose $70,000 of its annual budget — 
$40,000 by not replacing retired 
probation officer George Ullrich, 
$20,000 by not replacing retiring 
probation secretary Jane DeF- 
reest and $10,000 by streamlining 
operations, cutting out $4,000 in 
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To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


All we need in Lee is traffic. 
lights by Joe’s Diner [Eagle, Jan 
18]. 

Come summer, anyone that | 
lives on Summer Street will never 
be able to get off the hill and onto _ 
Route 20. As it is now most people 
end up going down Park Street to | 
Main Street. When the lights turn | 
red, traffic will be backed up past | 
the state police barracks and all | 
of Main Street. f 

As far as accidents, once in a | 
great while someone runs into the | 
diner or laundromat. but that’s | 
about it. 

There are other ways to spend | 
money. Such as installing a | 
streetlight or reflectors at the 
Route 7 end of Summer Street, so | 
when you try to find the road at | 
night you could. Ever come from | 
Lenox at night and try to find the 
Summer Street turn on your left? 

CLAIRE HOFFMAN 

26 Summer St. 

Lee /+-29-Jo 


Court consolidation 
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rent payments for the Lee facili- 
ties and moving full time to Great 
Barrington. 

Rueli-Rilla said Hodgkins gave 
no indication that her $47,000 sal- 
ary would be cut as well until 
Thursday, when Hodgkins told 
Robert J. Donelan, presiding jus- 
tice in Southern Berkshire, that 
consolidation could leave Rueli- 
Rilla jobless, Donelan, too, said it 
was an unexpected disclosure. 

“This is not at all what was said 
earlier in the week,’’ Donelan 
said. He declined to comment 
further on the matter until he 
discusses it with Judge Samuel 
Zoll, chief administrative justice 
for the state’s trial courts. 

Reached at home in Salem yes- 
terday, Zoll said he has heard 
nothing about Rueli-Rilla losing 
her job. It is his understanding, 
Zoll said, that she will hold a full- 
time floater’s position and stay on 
the payroll. 

Hodgkins, who was married 
Saturday night and is on his hon- 
eymoon, has stated plainly that 
she will not. 

Waiting for Hodgkins’ return so 
they can discuss funding for her 
position, Rueli-Rilla remains un- 
certain about her future. do 


Otis officials have talk 


By Madeleine Swindlehurst 
Special to The Eagle 


OTIS — Eric J. Herzlich, pres- 
ident of E.C.H. Will Manufactur- 
ing Corp. of Lee, met with town 
officials Jan. 16 at Town Hall to 
discuss Will’s interest in finding a 


’ site for a new plant. 


Herzlich, whose West German 
company bought the Lee firm of 
Clark-Aikin Matik in November, 
is looking for land on which to 
build a 100,000-square-foot manu- 
facturing building. E.C.H. Will 
makes machinery used in the pa- 
permaking industry. 

In acquiring "Clark-Aikin, 
E.C.H. Will bought the business 
but not the manufacturing plant. 
Therefore, it needs about 15 acres 
within 15 miles of Lee on which to 
build a plant in order to retain its 
current work force of 115. 

Herzlich’s meeting with Otis of- 
ficials reportedly was ‘‘non- 
committal” on both sides. Plan- 


ning Board member Joy M. 
Brown described the session as 
“mainly informational.” 


After Herzlich left the meeting, 
Otis officials continued their dis- 
cussion of the company’s needs. 
Three sites were suggested. One 
is the Corbin property in the 
Mountain Grove area off Route 8 
near the Becket town line, and 
one is off Algerie Road in East 
Otis. The third site was not iden- 
tified. 


Selectmen Chairman Gary J. 
Thomas asked Russell Loring, a 
member of the Board of Asses- 
sors, to look into tax breaks as a 
possible inducement to E.C.H. 
Will to locate in Otis. The plant 
could add an estimated $10 mil- 
lion to the real estate base. 


Herzlich has already met with 
officials in Lee and Great Bar- 
rington about possible building 
sites. 
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How to show 
some Trespect 
ae /27/7o 
.D, Nelsen said it in thi a 
S Space 
last week. Teachers need re- 
spect. What she didn’t 
_ that parents need be leaders 
_ ing that respect for those wh 
our children. 
__ It doesn’t matter if the popu 
_ is Johnny Can’t Read, A eae 
Risk, or an echoing of Education Sec. 
_ retary Lauro Cavazos bemoaning the 
sorry state of reading and writing 
skills among American school chil- 
dren. Critics are quick to paint all 
teachers with the same un- 
complimentary brush. After all, if 
students aren’t learning, then teachers 
must not be teaching. 
We've heard the foolish comments as 
frustrations and tempers rise. 
_ “Teachers just aren’t like they used to 
| be,” “They just like the 9-to-3 hours” 
(as if papers get graded and lessons 
get planned by Mary Poppins), or 
“They only do it to get summers off,” 
These attitudes can translate into 
actions and inactions that see salaries 
and benefits stagnate and teachers’ 


Say was 
in foster. 
0 educate 


‘A teacher affects 
eternity. . .’ 


work environments become increas- 
ingly intolerable, especially for those 
who know what needs to be done to 
provide quality education. 
A wise nun once warned me about 
pointing fingers: When you point one 
_ finger at someone, take a good look at 
| whom the other fingers on your hand 
| are pointing to. In this instance, it’s 
_ back at us parents. 
| My kids have spent a lot of years in 
_ public school (my son’s a senior and 
-my daughter a freshman), exposed to 
a lot of different teachers. What I’ve 
seen is that teachers, like the rest of us 
| are simply a human mix. Many doa 
| good job at their chosen profession 
despite obstacles thrown in their way 
by Prop 21% and the like. Some do a 
‘really good job, some should never had 
| been teachers at all. A few are ex- 
-traordinarily skilled educators. All fall 
/under Henry Adams words: ‘‘A 
teacher affects eternity; he can never 
‘tell where his influence stops.”’ 
| Parents whose youngsters spend six 
or more hours in the hands of teachers 
should have a vested interest in sup- 
porting the good, the very good and the 
extraordinary, and in helping admin- 
istrators weed out the others. 

One way to support good educators 
is to foster respect for them and their 
key role in our communities. Support 
can stretch from simple recognition 
for a job well done to the financial _ 
advocacy needed to keep and recruit 
the very best teachers. 

Good teachers, ones who challenge 
‘and push and prod our kids to work up 
to their potential, ones who expect our 
young people to act responsibly but 
don’t let them drown academically 
without a lifeline of extra help, deserve 
| to be recognized. They need to be 
thanked, to have their efforts and suc- 
cesses brought to the attention of ad- 
ministrators and school committees. 
Children need to hear their parents 
hold those educators in esteem. 

But respect is more than simple — 
recognition. Respect also means being 
willing to advocate that teachers have 
a strong professional voice in what 
they do. It means listening to them as 
the experts on what’s needed in the 
classroom. When I was on the Lee 
_ | School Committee I always wanted to 
| | see the teachers’ original budget 
submissions. I wanted to know what 
| the experts felt they needed to get the 
_ | job done. I was impressed with how 
_| frugal and creative most teachers 
| | were with public money. 
|| Speaking of money, there does need 
to be financial investment in teachers 
'| in order to reap benefits in the future. 
| Our society clearly plead i a 
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By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


— A grass-roots organiza- 
a dedicated to halting the $45 
Mion co-generation plant pro- 
4 ed for Columbia Street ended 
ts frst meeting last night by cir- 
wating a petition decrying the 
} id by vowing to meet 


‘ect all 
Ae Selectmen to air their 


concerns. 

About 100 people attended the 
gession at the Senior Center. Co- 
‘rditator Scott Dinan, an abutter 
fp the plant site, said he had 
railed the meeting because of the 
complexity of the project. 

He noted that the Massachu- 
setts Energy Siting Council is 
nlaming a public hearing on the 
proposal Feb. 15 at 7 p.m. at Lee 
Central School. 

“But it’s difficult to have public 
comment without knowing what’s 
ing on,” he said. “This is one 
project where you can’t just go 
down to the library with the kids 
and take five minutes in the 
eading room to check it out.’’ 

The group has planned another 
meeting Wednesday at 6:30 in the 
lee Library. All interested resi- 
dents, not just abutters, are asked 
fo attend. 


The plant, which would manu- 


___ The Berkshire Eagle, Friday, February 2, 1990 fm B g 
ating plant opponents 
yoice fears, launch petition 


facture steam for Kimberly-Clark 
Corp. and electricity for Com- 
monwealth Electric Co. on Cape 
Cod, would be built on a parcel on 
Columbia Street owned by Kim- 
berly-Clark. The 4.2-acre, indus- 
trially zoned parcel, part of the 
13-acre Columbia Mill property, is 
adjacent to the Housatonic River. 

The plant would be constructed 
by Tenaska Inc. of Omaha, Neb. 
Dinan said Tenaska, as far as he 
can tell, is a limited partnership. 
The company is contracting out 
the construction work and will not 
operate the plant. 

“It sounds,” said a -.resident, 
“as though someone who doesn’t 
live here wants to come in and 
use our town, sell the product 
somewhere else and get out when 
they’re done.” 

Residents expressed particular 
concern over a proposed 10-inch 
pipeline. Tenaska’s plans call for 
the pipeline to wend its way for 
four miles through several resi- 
dential neighborhoods and pass in 
front of Lee High School. The 
high-pressure pipeline would 
propel 24 million cubic feet of 
natural gas to the plant daily. Its 
capacity is beyond state re- 
quirements, which means the 
company will need a variance to 
build it. 


Dinan said Tenaska has not laid 
out any safety plans regarding the 
pipeline, nor was he sure the local 
volunteer fire department could 
handle a gas explosion in such a 
dense residential area. 


150-foot stacks 


Residents also’ expressed con-’ 
cern that Tenaska plans to build 
two 150-foot smokestacks on the 
site.as well as four turbines. 


The noise, said one, “will be 
like someone running a_ truck 
outside your house all day.”’ 


Another abutter pointed out that 
the company will have to truck 
acid and other hazardous mate- 
rials through town to get to the 
plant. Others asked about the 
impact of increased traffic. 

The group agreed to appear at 
the Selectmen’s meeting Feb. 12 
to discuss their objections to the 
project. 

Abutter Charlotte Davis sug- 
gested submitting a petition to the 
Selectmen. But the question of. 
how that could done before the 
siting hearing was raised. : 

“Well,” Davis said, flourishing 
several pieces of paper, ‘I just 
happened to draw up a petition in 
case we needed one. We can all 
sign it after the meeting.” ’ 


fi 


Lee, Lenox 


Lenox High and Lee High kept 
pace atop the girls’ basketball 
Southern Division last night by 
posting victories while Wahconah 
lost ground to idle Monument 
Mountain in the North. 

Lenox, playing its second game 
in as many nights, wasn’t partic- 
ularly sharp but rode a 26-point 
effort by Samantha Herrick and a 
strong second-half defensive ef- 


_ fort to a 52-43 victory over Wah- 


conah. Lee, meanwhile, stayed 
even with Lenox in the division 
Standings by posting a 54-30 win 
over Hoosac. 
_ Elsewhere, Pittsfield High won 
its fifth consecutive game, beat- 
ing Mount Greylock 58-46. Ann 
Whitney had a season-high 32 
points as Drury topped St. 
Joseph’s 58-45 while Taconic 
edged Mount Everett 49-45. 
Whitingham edged McCann 
Tech 30-26 in the night’s only non- 


_ league action. 


| Girls’ Basketball 
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Cutting South County court staff would hurt services 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


The closing of the Lee court- 
room and the consolidation of the 
Southern Berkshire District Court 
in a single location in Great Bar- 
rington quite properly raises the 
issue of the number of employees 
needed to operate the court. The 
“Tn Brief”? comment of The Eagle 
(Jan. 30] prompts this reply. My 
answer calls for recognition of the 
minimum requirements of a jus- 
tice system in the face of the 
budget crisis engulfing state gov- 
ernment. 

The authorized strength of the 
court as established by the Legis- 
lature is 10 positions, not includ- 
ing the two justices. Since the 
reorganization of the Massachu- 
setts courts in 1978, the Southern 
Berkshire division has been a 
single unit sitting in two places, 
Lee and Great Barrington, with a 
clerk-magistrate and an assistant 
clerk-magistrate. All District 
courts in Massachusetts, except 
for a handful of the very smallest, 
have at least these two positions, 


_ with larger urban divisions like 


Springfield having as many as 
nine. 

In Western Massachusetts 
courts with caseloads comparable 
to Southern Berkshire have these 


same two positions, i.e., North 


Adams and Westfield. 

This court has been able to op- 
erate efficiently, albeit with diffi- 
culty, because of the constantly 
increasing caseload. The statistics 
are instructive: The number of 
hearings conducted by the clerk- 
magistrate and the assistant 
clerk-magistrate has increased 
from 1,325 in 1986 to 2,087 in 1989. 
The overall caseload has jumped 
in the same period from 13,949 to 
16,118. 

The dollars generated by the 
court are impressive: Five years 
ago, the court had revenues of 
$422,000, a figure this year now 
almost tripled to over $1.5 mililon. 
This money is divided between 
the state treasury and the 16 
towns in our jurisdiction. The op- 
erating budget of the court this 
year is $332,000, meaning that the 
court produces more than three 
times the amount needed to keep 
it going. 

Consolidation will have no effect 
on these numbers. The court is 
losing a building, not caseload or 
revenues. 

What the court will lose, apart 
from the elimination of an assis- 
tant clerk-magistrate, are two 
and possibly three other positions. 
These vacancies will stretch our 
capacity to the limit, even with 


the transfer to the court of the 
probation officer formerly as- 
signed to the now-disbanded 
Berkshire Juvenile Probation 
District. 


On the plus side, as far as the 
budget is concerned, there will be 
a savings of about $66,000 in sala- 
ries not counting the approxi- 
mately $10,000 saved by the elim- 
ination of rent and utility costs at 
the former Lee facility. In short, 
this small court will have done 
more than its share toward the 
reduction of the deficit. 


However, the permanent loss of 
the position of assistant clerk- 
magistrate, in addition to the un- 
fillable vacancies, makes the 
continued viability of the court 
questionable. 


The clerk and the assistant 
clerk are magistrates exercising 
quasijudicial functions, meaning 
they have the power and duty to 
do those things (without a black 
robe) which otherwise only a 
judge could do, i.e., to conduct the 
2,087 required hearings in 1989 
which determined on the criminal 
side whether complaints would 
issue in a given matter or on the 
civil side, whether a motorist was 
responsible for a motor vehicle 
violation and if so to assess and 


collect the statutory penalty. The 
schedule for these hearings is now 
reasonably current contrasted 
with the situation in many other 
courts. 

Other magisterial responsibili- 
ties include the issuance of search . 
warrants and arrest warrants... 
Acting in this capacity, a magis-_ 
trate must bring to bear a back- 
ground in the law, expertise, | 
judgment and discretion that a 
judge would exercise. 

On the civil side, the magistrate 
acts as a mediator in small 
claims actions and hears petitions 
for Children in Need of Services 
(CHINS). In our division, the 
clerk-magistrate and assistant 
clerk-magistrate handle all the 
proceedings of civil business other 
than the actual trial. 

Leaving Lee has not changed 
the kinds of things that the clerk- 
magistrates do, or reduced the 
volume of the business. What will 
change as personnel decreases 
are the number of magistrates 
hearings, the revenues flowing to 
the towns and the quality of jus- 
tice in South County. { 

ROBERT J. DONELAN 
Alford 

The writer is first justice of © 
the Southern Berkshire District © 
Court. ' 
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To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— j 


The New England Telephone 
Co. has requested a rate hike, and 
it is my hope that their request is | 
denied by the Department of_ 
Public Utilities. | 

Having little or no competition, 
New England Telephone has a | 


public-be-damned attitude, giving © 


poor service, using antiquated 


equipment here in Berkshire | 


County, and worst of all exorbi- 
tant toll charges for long distance 
calls. 

It costs 60 cents per minute to 
call Pittsfield from Lee. Busi- 
nesses depend on good phone 
services to get and keep custom- 
ers. Installing new phones into 
businesses and homes is usually 
delayed. Many elderly citizens, 
many parents with children with 
life-threatening illnesses have 
difficulty in reaching the doctor 
due to poor communication and 
inability to afford a long distance 
call. 

In the Boston area people within 
a 35-mile radius can call toll free. 
Why couldn’t Berkshire County 
have a toll-free network within 
the county? Why should students 
at Monument Mountain have to 
pay a toll to call their homes and 
vice versa? 

I urge everyone to let their 
feelings be known to the DPU and 
the state representatives. Until 
the citizens of Berkshire County 
get better service for the price 
they pay, a rate increase should 
be denied. 

JOHN R. COPELAND 
Lee 
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The folks in Lee must get ready 
for the latest environmental out- 
rage to come down the tubes, or 
up the smokestacks, as it turns 
out. This newest Mickey Mouse 
project — called co-generation — 
is being brought to us courtesy of 
the town’s puny zoning bylaws 
and those development-oriented 
officials devoted to serving our 
best interests. 

A co-generation energy plant 
(co-generation being the latest 
scam to hit the Berkshires since 
condos) has been proposed at a 
site on Kimberly-Clark Corp.’s 
property. Only one glance tells us 
we're in for a repeat of the Al- 
tresco fiasco in Pittsfield. 


Blind intersection 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


The Jan 29 letter by Claire 
Hoffman of Lee says a street light 
or reflectors at the Route 7 end of 
Summer Street would be good so 
one could see the road at night. It 
is a blind intersection. 

A while ago, I was ready to 
make a turn onto Summer Street 
from Route 7 with my directional 
signal on. When I looked in the 
rear view mirror the second car 
behind me pulled out and passed 
both my car and one just behind 
me going like a shot. 

If I hadn’t looked instead of 
turning, I certainly would have 
been killed and perhaps the two 
who were with me. 

(Mrs.) MILO JENKINS 

Lee 


1) A high-pressure, therefore 
highly dangerous, gas line (more 
than twice the pressure mandated 
by state guidelines) would run 
from near Stockbridge through 
the town of Lee, passing schools 
and many residences, to the pro- 
posed plant site miles away near 
Lenox Dale. 

2) Smokestacks 150 feet high 
would spew pollutants (let’s face 
it, it won’t be pure air) onto hill- 
top homes on such as Pease Ter- 
race and Navin Avenue and other 
residential neighborhoods both 
near and far. 

3) And this, all this, has been 
proposed in a flood plain. 

This should galvanize the Lee 
Conservation Commission and 
serve as a call to action. It’s time 
for that as-yet-uncontroversial 
body to step forward and take its 
rightful place in the 1990s as 
guardian of the town’s environ- 
ment and in all related matters, 
its inhabitants. 

The bottom line is our children 
and the future scenario we create 
for them now. Please voice your 
opinions at a hearing on Feb. 15 
at 7:30 p.m. at Lee Central 
School. 


DEIDRE CONSOLATI 
57 Main St. 
Lee 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Congratulations to Lee Select- 
men Diane Roosa and Joseph 
Dupont for voting against the re- 
cent proposal for a special town 
meeting to consider a light indus- 
trial zone off Stockbridge Road. 
It’s about time that reason started 
to prevail in Berkshire County 
when it comes to dealing with 
land use and development. 

Reason requires time for all 
parties to discuss an issue and 
think it through to a logical con- 
clusion. The idea of rezoning the 
center of this residential neigh- 
borhood into a light industrial 
zone lacked this essential ele- 
ment. I commend these two Se- 
lectmen for the courage to short- 
circuit an attempt by Selectman 
William B. Bean to railroad this 
proposal. 

The real issue is a change in 
zoning for the large central por- 
tion of a residential area to ac- 
commodate the needs of a com- 
pany that has not even made a 
commitment to the town of Lee. 
Whatever others may choose to 
call it, this is spot zoning! Spot 
zoning is the same issue that 
decided the fate of the proposed 
industrial sludge landfill in adja- 
cent property off Fairview Street 
not that long ago. 


If a light industrial zone is ap- | 


proved off Stockbridge Road, you 
| don’t have to be a rocket scientist 
_ to predict what’s next. Once the 
' precedent is set, every piece of 
open land in Lee may be subject 


to rezoning. Factorj 
fast-food joints are fine 
place. Their place js ned 
ee a residential ne; 

ood. is i ing ; 
ends S is what Zoning 

Although there will not 
special town meeting to eo 
it, I don’t believe that this ig 
dead yet. If it does come loa 
at the next reguiar town mea 
I urge all town representatiy, 
vote against it and Maintain 
integrity of all residential] z0ni 
the town of Lee. 


JOHN CA 
Lee 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Today in the Berkshires several 
cogeneration plants are either 
proposed or currently under con- 
struction. One of these is a 120- 
megawatt plant to be built in Lee 
on the Kimberly Clark Columbia 
Mill site. Tenaska, an outside 
corporation from Nebraska, will 
coordinate the project. 

Amory Lovins, a noted envi- 
ronmentalist, in the iate ’70s es- 
poused cogeneration as an envi- 
ronmentally acceptable way to 
produce electricity, with the left- 
over steam used as a ‘“‘free divi- 
dend”’ to heat buildings or, as in 
the case proposed to Lee by 
Kimberly Clark, to dry paper. 
The savings to the mill could be 
substantial. The electricity gen- 
erated by the plant would not be 
used locally, but sold by the out- 
side firm constructing the plant to 
Commonwealth Electric Co. and 
used jn a more distant part of 
New England. 

is ironic that the same envi- 
ronmental laws that protect wet- 
lands for migrating birds may al- 
low a 120-megawatt power plant 
roughly the size of the Altresco 
plant in Pittsfield to be built in 
the middle of a residential neigh- 


714° Lee can live without a coge 


borhood where mere humans live. 

In theory, cogeneration, espe- 
cially when a clean fuel like nat- 
ural gas is used, is a solution to 
our energy needs without relying 
on nuclear power or imported oil 
for fuel. Conservation is also an- 
other important way to ‘‘produce”’ 
energy, as many utilities have 
already discovered. , 

However, the siting of a 120- 
megawatt power plant and build- 
ing a high-pressure gas line in a 
residential neighborhood is not a 
theory but a monstrous fact that 
the people in Lee will have to live 
with every day for at least the 
next 20 or 30 years. 

The report filed by Tenaska 
said that negative impact on the 
site will be ‘“‘insignificant’’ be- 
cause: 1. The property is already 
commercially zoned, and 2. a 
single 125-foot smokestack, 5 feet 
in diameter, and a 30-foot high 
building already exist on the 
property. 

The proposed structure will be 
almost twice as large and will 
have three 150-foot smokestacks, 
with two of them 10 feet in diam- 
eter and one 3 feet in diameter. 
The noise level will be 10 dB 
above the 45 dB produced by the 


a a ees 


current plant and the new plant 
will operate 24 hours a day. 

In addition: 1. A high-pressure 
(450 psi) 10 inch, 34 mile long gas 
main is needed, much of which 
will pass through a residential 
neighborhood not far from Lee 
High School and St. Mary’s 
school. 2. An electric transmission 
line with poles roughly twice the 
height of the current 34-foot tow- 
ers will be needed to carry the 
115kv power lines. This is not an 
“insignificant” impact. 

There isn’t anything good in this 
proposal for the town of Lee. 
Kimberly Clark gets free steam. 
A distant part of New England 
gets the electricity. An outside 
firm will make a profit arranging 
for a $45 million plant to be built 
and a profit in selling the elec- 
tricity. It is unlikely that the plant 
will have any significant impact 
on the tax base in Lee because: 

1. The land is already taxed. 

2. Taxes on the equipment in 
the building go to the state. 

All that stands in the way of 
this plant being built is approval 
by the state siting council for the 
plant and the gas line, and ap- 
proval of a building permit by the 
Selectmen, as the site is already 
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neration ‘monster’ 7 4, 


industrially zoned. 

Kimberly Clark argues that it 
needs this plant to survive and 
that it may have to leave town, 
taking 275 jobs, if the plant can’t 
be built. Even if the plant is built, 
there is no guarantee that Kim- 
berly Clark will stay in town. 
There is always the possibility 
that the company will leave, and 
we, the citizens of Lee will be left 
with the plant, generating profit 
for some outside firm and elec- 
tricity for some faraway part of 
New England. Yes, 275 jobs at the 
mill and the temporary construc- 
tion jobs that may be created are 
important, but so are the lives 
and property of the many families 
and individuals that for the next 
20 years or more will live nearby. 

We cannot survive with a mon- 
ster like this sitting in our back 
yards. A meeting of the state sit- 
ing council will take place Feb. 15 
at Lee High School. Help support 
your neighbors and yourselves. 
Otherwise we will find ourselves 
providing a free lunch to electric 
consumers in distant New Eng- 
land and the shareholders of 
Tenaska and Kimberly Clark. _, 

DAVID C. OLKEN , 
Lee 
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gh Berkshire Eagle Staff teachers smoking on the grounds. d fi F | t 

ly LEE — The School Committee The teachers now smoke in the | propose or ee Sl e 
jast night approved spending janitors’ room at the high school. 


$11,632 for several repairs to Lee She said they pointed out that — |- 


erated by the plant, suggested that the 
Central and Lee High schools. the teachers may be smoking in a 


By Derek Gentile 
petitions also be sent to that company. 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The money, which was appro- 

riated at last year’s annual town 
meeting, will cover repair of 
windows and retubing the boilers 
at Central School and replacing 
the freezer at Lee High. 

Chairman Judith L. Olds an- 
nounced that the committee will 
host a budget meeting Tuesday 
night at 7:30 in the administration 
building on Crossway Street. She 
said school administrators will 
discuss potential program and 
staff cuts in an attempt to level- 
“fund next year’s budget. 

The Selectmen have urged all 
town departments to level-fund 
their budgets in the face of more 
potential cuts in state aid. 


Students concerned 


Olds told the committee that 
she had met with representatives 
from the high school’s student 
advisory board and that they ex- 
pressed concern about the budget 
situation. She said she told them 
fo urge their parents to attend 
next week’s meeting and to speak 
against the program and _ staff 
cuts, 

The students, Olds said, also 


Ret 


place where hazardous or flam- 
mable materials are stored. She 
added that the students believed 
that if they are prohibited from 
smoking on campus, the teachers 
should be as well. 


Superintendent Henry T. Zu- 
kowski said the state law banning 
smoking in school buildings ex- 
empts teachers. He added, how- 
ever, that he will check with the 
custodians to see if any flamma- 
ble materials are stored in that 
area. If they are, he said, he will 
change the location of the teach- 
ers’ smoking area. 

In other business, Olds reiter- 
ated a policy announced last year 
that the committee will not re- 
spond to anonymous letters. She 
and member Carol LeProvost 
said they have both received 
anonymous letters over the past 
few weeks. Neither would elabo- 
rate on what they contained, but 
they said the letters were de- 


stroyed without being read 


through. 


Long-term care crisis 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


A crisis once again looms in 
Massachusetts. Long-term care 
patients have become pawns in 
our state’s fiscal crisis. 

The elderly, handicapped and 
retarded are at risk of losing 
needed Medicaid benefits, 

As caring, concerned citizens 
we need to take action and protect 
patients in long-term care facili- 
ties. We have to care for, not take 
away from, those who cannot care 
for themselves. 

Please contact your state rep- 
resentative and senator today and 
urge them to pass the tax bill. 

RANCIS X. DOWNING 
Lee S474 .2-9-9o 

The writer is owner of 

McClelland Drug Store in Lee. 
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LEE — About 120 opponents of a pro- 


posed co-generation facility on Columbia’ 


Street packed the town library last night 
and made plans to actively oppose the 
project. 

These plans include taking out an in- 
formational advertisement in a_ local 
publication, possibly the Pennysaver; 
distributing leaflets and petitions at 
Price Chopper and other strategic points 
in town; contacting local radio and tele- 
vision stations for added coverage, and 
appearing as a group at next week’s 
Selectmen’s meeting with petitions in 
hand. 


Big turnout sought 


“T think one person delivering a peti- 
tion with 500 signatures has an impact, 
but I think 200 people delivering the 
same petition will have a different im- 
pact altogether,” said Scott Dinan, one 
of the group’s organizers. 

The group is slated to speak to the 
Selectmen at 8:15 on Monday. 

Dinan also organized a group to dis- 
cuss strategy for the Massachusetts En- 
ergy Siting Council hearing, scheduled 
for Thursday, Feb. 15 at 7 p.m. in the 
Lee Central School. 


Charlotte Davis, another organizer, 
advised residents to petition the siting 
council for intervenor status at that and 
subsequent hearings, slated for Boston. 

Intervenor status means residents who 
are granted that right will be full party 
to the hearing process and can submit 
requests for information that Tenaska 
Inc., the plant developer, would be re- 
quired to answer. Intervenors can also 
cross-examine witnesses presented by 
the company and present witnesses of 
their own. When the hearings are com- 
pleted, they can submit a brief on their 
position. 


Intervenor status 


Davis urged everyone present to file 
for intervenor status. Filing forms can 
be obtained by an attorney, she said. She 
also urged residents to attend the siting 
council’s hearing. 

“The siting council is trying to set up a 
fair hearing,” she said. “‘They’ll listen to 
what we say. But we all have to be there 
to show our concerns.” 

“T think it’s time the town was uni- 
fied,’ Dinan said. “This will affect not 
just abutters but a lot of other people.” 

An employee of Kimberly-Clark Corp., 
one of the customers for the steam gen- 


“One thing Kimberly-Clark does not 
like,” he said, ‘is bad publicity. If they 
see how many people are against this, 
they’ll cave in.” 

The co-generation plant will burn nat- 
ural gas to produce steam for Kimberly- 
Clark and generate electricity for the 
Commonwealth Gas Co., a utility that 
provides power to Cape Cod. 

Plans call for construction of the plant 
at Kimberly-Clark’s Columbia Mill 
property, adjacent to the Housatonic 
River. 

Tenaska is an energy developer with 
headquarters in Omaha, Neb. The com- 
pany was founded in 1987. The Lee 
project would be its second co-generation 
plant. The first, in Paris, Texas, went on 
line in December. 


Concerns vary 


A groundswell of opposition to the 
project began surfacing last week. Res- 
idents are concerned about a number of 
factors connected with the proposal. 
These include noise pollution, increased 
traffic, the visual impact of the 150-foot 
smokestacks the plant will need and 
hazardous waste on the site. 

Another resident pointed out that the 
proposed pipeline will carry 24 million 
cubic feet of natural gas to the plant 
daily. Should the pipe crack, he said, the 
explosion would correspond roughly with 
a 20,000-pound bomb. 
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blems, according to a report in the daily press. 


decision over Mark Renzi, Dan 
; Lanoue won a technical fall on 
is | Chris Forte, Dan Faucher won.a 
~ | decision ‘over Chris Arnold and 
? | Lucas Fletcher won by forfeit. 
; es Mount Everett had no wrestlers in 
: most weight classes, and thus lost 
points to forfeit. 
The Lee girls won over the 
, Hoosac Hurricanes, 54-30, in hoop 
| play Feb. 1, while Taconic topped 
| Mount Everett, 49-45. 
ings boys’ basketball Feb. 2} 
onument won over 
Pe Hoosac, 
in cross-country skiing last 
weekend, Monument boys came in 
fifth and the girls fourth in snow 
Tracing at Notchview in Windsor. 
Lakey Pryjma of Monument was 
first placer in girls’. wae 
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Railway Appeals To State 


LEE — John W. Herbert, president of Berkshire Scenic 
appealed to state Transportation Secretary Frederick P 
for a hearing on the deteriorated condition of north 
South County. The scenic railw 
tracks by owner Guilford Tran 
fon as an excuse, ; 

Mr. Herbert, according to a report in the § 
that railroad maintenance is non-existent. 


employes indefinitely 


Railway, has 
Salvucci, asking | 
co south rail lines in 
ay, It is expected, will be denied use of the 
Sportation this summer, with track condi- 
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_ Residents denounce co-generation plants 


Tuesday, 


Lee opponents hand over 
petition with 1,407 names 
to surprised Selectmen 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire. Eagle Staff 

LEE — More than 120 residents 
packed the Senior Center at last night’s 
Selectmen’s meeting in a show of oppo- 
sition to a proposed co-generation plant 
on Columbia Street. 

The leaders of the Concerned Citizens 
Party presented the Selectmen with a 
petition opposing the plant that was 
signed by 1,407 residents. 

Scott Dinan, one of the coordinators of 
the coalition, said the signatures were 
obtained in about a week’s time. He said 
he expected ‘“‘many more to come.” 

Deidre Consolati, another organizer, 
told the Selectmen the coalition was 
probably the largest group ever assem- 
bled in town. 

The group has drawn more than 100 
residents to each of several meetings 
called to plan strategies for stopping its 
construction, 

“We consist of environmentalists, 
mothers who are concerned for the 
safety of their children, homeowners, 
business people, lawyers, scientists and 
engineers,” she said. 

“We ask you to recognize what we are 
saying here. We do not want this co- 
generation plant here.” 

The Selectmen had designated Con- 
solati’ to serve as the spokeswoman for 
the group at last night’s meeting, in the 
interest of keeping the meeting brief. 

Selectman William D. Bean said he 
was “surprised that this many people 
would get out and get this many signa- 
tures,”’ 

Bean urged the group to attend a 
hearing on the project with the state 
Energy Siting Council, slated for Thurs- 
day at 7 p.m. at Lee Central School. 

“If you show them you feel strongly 


about this project, it will make a big 


difference with the council,” he said. 
Bean also urged residents to examine 


‘We ask you to 
recognize what we are 
saying here. We do not 
want this co-generation 
plant here.’ 

— Deidre Consolati 


a project review pamphlet put out by 
Kimberly-Clark Corp. If the plant is ap- 
proved, the company will be one of its 
customers. 

“We don’t know how this is going to 
turn out, but we urge you to listen to the: 
proposal,’’ he said. 

The co-generation plant would be built 
on Kimberly-Clark’s Columbia Mill 
property adjacent to the Housatonic 
River. Constructed by Tenaska Inc. of 
Omaha, Neb., it would provide steam for 
Kimberly-Clark and electricity for the 
Commonwealth Gas Co. of Cape Cod. 
(See related story, Page C1.) 


Partner disclosed 


Yesterday Charter Oak Energy, a 
Subsidiary of Northeast Utilities, an- 
nounced that it will be a 50 percent 
owner of the facility, pending approval of 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. 

In addition to approval from the En- 
ergy Siting Council, the facility will need 
a special permit from the town. 

Over the past few weeks, residents 
have expressed fears about a number of 
aspects of the project, including the size 
of the smokestacks, the possible safety 
hazard posed by the high-pressure natu- 
ral gas pipeline that would run through 
town and the possibility of air and noise 
pollution. tat 
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pITTSFIELD — A subsidiary of 


Northeast 


ar F 
comrenaska co-generation plant 
i 


ici both 
d for Lee, officials of 
a anies said yesterday. 
The subsidiary, Charter Oak 


Energy, 
generation c 
May as a means 
diversify 
Dae 
Pied Massachusetts Electric 
Co., which serves customers in 
Pittsfield and 13 other Berkshire 
unities. 

red aitioaver: vice president 
Tenaska, said that selling off 
the project to Charter Oak 
makes sense because it enables 
Tenaska, of Omaha, Neb., ut 
“share the costs and investmen 

i roject.”” LEM z 

cre Palstidcahip is still in pe 
preliminary stages and subject x 
the approval of the Securities ane 
Exchange Commission, pee 
originally approved Charter Oa ; 
said Brian E. Curry, eat 
co-generation for Northeast Utili- 


part of 


i h 
“Qur involvement, throug 
Charter Oak Energy, makes the 
Lee project more substantial, 
Curry said. 


Public hearing snot 

said the officials decided to 
aicles the nature of the devel- 
oping relationship at yesterday’s 
news conference at the Western 
Massachusetts Electric Co. build- 
ing on West Street because of the 
public hearing on the Tenaska 
project in Lee Thursday night. : 

The 120-megawatt plant woul 

be located at Kimberly-Clark’s 
Columbia Mill. It would use natu- 
ral gas for power that would gen- 
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Lenox earns 
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LENOX — Lee High used four 
different defenses to try to deny 
Lenox’s Samantha Herrick the 
basketball. 

None of them worked very well. 

Lenox claimed the battle for 
first place in the Berkshire 
County League’s Southern Divi- 
sion, knocking off arch-rival Lee 
63-49 last night. Herrick, the 
county’s leading scorer, poured in 
34 points, and her supporting cast 
Surprised the Wildcats with the 
necessary outside shooting to 
throw off all of their defensive 
schemes. 


Ready for game 


“They were just ready for the 
ball game,” said Lee coach Tom 
Cinella, ‘‘They beat us. No ex- 
cuses from Lee.”’ 

The teams had played twice this 
Season. Lee won the first inde- 


‘pendent contest 41-27. The second 


time around, Lenox rebounded 


< 
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Hoover said that the propor- 
tional share of ownership bar 
Tenaska and Charter Oak is a 
being negotiated but that ae, 
parties are focusing on a 50- 
split. i 
He also said that following the 
construction of the plant, the 
partners would probably bring 2 
a separate company to eeu 
the facility, which is expected to 
become operational in late 1991 or 
yas i that are still 

Under regulations that ¢ til 
evolving, he said, the major utili- 
ties in New England will be re- 
quired to put their power re 
quirements out to bid for suppli- 
ers, ( alin 

lants. Because of its relations 
with Northeast Utilities, me 
Charter Oak-Tenaska plant woul 
not bid on Northeast Utilities 
business, he said. 

Yet the involvement of Charter 

Oak makes sense, he said, be- 
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including co-generation 


Girls’ Hoop 


with a 46-43 league victory, but 
the Wildcats weren’t at full 
strength on Jan. 22. All-Berkshire 
guard Marcie Skowron missed the 
game due to illness. 

Last night, Lee had all its 
starters in the lineup, but the 
Millionaires raised their level of 
play a notch since their previous 
meeting, handling Lee’s pressure 
defense with ease. 

“I can’t believe it,” marveled 
Lenox coach Fred Lafave. “We 
just played so well. We practice 
against pressure every day, and 
for the first time, I think we exe- 
cuted to perfection. The kids 
broke the trap and got down into 
their offense.”’ 

And when they got into their 
half-court offense, the Million- 
aires made it clear early on that 
they’re not a one-woman show. In 
the first quarter, Nichole Field 
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Lee co-generation project 


By Lewis C. Cuyler 
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Gary D. Hoover 


Tenaska vice president 


> Cheaper steam for Kimberly- 
Clark, a major employer in Lee, 
that would allow it to be more 
competitive in the marketplace, 
making its future in Lee more 
"ie Mare electrical pearcalns 
capacity in New England avail- 
able to the New England ae 
Pool, which improves the ery 
ability of energy supplies to 
O customers. , 
Mork opportunity to sd 
natural gas, a clean fuel, into the 
area. This would include using a 
four-mile pipeline that igi 
said would be built to stringen 
Class-4 standards, a level above 
the Class-3 standards that are 
ired. 
eM investment by WMECO, 
since Charter Oak would be using 
er money. 

sata ake ene of 25 people 
upon completion and many more 
during construction _and ie - 
jection of $1 million into the loca 


edge over Lee 


popped in three 17-footers, and 
Kerrie O’Brien nailed another 
outside shot to help free Herrick, 
who was double-teamed through- 
out the game. 

“We definitely have other 
shooters,’’ emphasized Herrick, a 
5-foot-10 sophomore who carried a 
22.3-point average into last night’s 
game. “I have faith in my 
teammates.” 


In turn, whenever Lee moved 
out to cover the shooters on the 
perimeter, the Millionaires simply 
dumped the ball inside to Herrick. 


Took good shots 


“We got shot selection,” said 
Lafave. “I think we took four bad 
shots the whole ball game. The 
kids are starting to shoot better, 
and that means we're going to put 
more points on the board.” 

Although the Millionaires 
trailed 13-12 after a quarter, it 
was clear they were starting to 
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| dictate the tempo of the game and 
frustrate the Wildcats, who at 
their best, are a running team. 

“We wanted a_ half-court 
| game,’’ said Lafave. “They 
wanted a full-court game, and we 
got our half-court game. The bot- 

| tom line is we took our time. We 

| had patience. We got into the 
| right offense, used excellent shot 
Selection and closed off well on 
defense.”’ 

In the second quarter, freshman 
guard Sherry Zabian drilled two 

| three-pointers to put the Million- 
aires up by four points, then Her- 
rick maneuvered inside for a 
couple more buckets to help boost 
Lenox to a 27-19 halftime lead. 

Lee couldn’t get any closer than 
eight points in the third quarter 
and six points in the fourth. 

Jessie McManmon Popped in a 
soft 8-footer to close the gap to 39- 
33 with 5:52 to play, but Lenox 

| rattled off the next nine points for 
/a commanding 48-43 lead with 
2:39 to play. 

The Wildcats spent the final few 
minutes firing up three-pointers 
on offense and, on defense, fouling 
the Millionaires in the back court 
to try to conserve time. But, 
Lenox sank 18 of 23 foul shots in 
the final period to seal the vic- 
tory. 

Herrick went 9-for-10 from the 
line in the fourth quarter, O’Brien 


| was 6-for-7 (to finish with 10 


points) and Holly McCormack 


| Was 3-for-4 to lead the way. 


“Everybody’s head was in the 


| game,” said McCormack. 


“Everyone did their part,” 
added Herrick, who had a team- 
high 20 rebounds along with her 34 
points. 

For Lee, Skowron finished with 


| 16 points, including two trifectas, 
| and McManmon added 12, includ. 
ing 10 in a gutsy fourth-quarter 
| display. 


The Wildcats won the jayvee 


_ game 47-15. Sharon Heath led the 


| winners with 18 points. 


Py: 


er 


By ELENA BUA 

— The energy developer 
anning to build a cogeneration 
ant here announced yesterday a 
tive agreement for joint 
hip of the facility with a 
diary of Northeast Utilities. 


Charter Oak Energy Inc. of 
lin, Conn., established last 
y as a wholly-owned, unregu- 
ted subsidiary of Northeast Uti- 
ies, has signed an agreement to 
own the 120-megawatt facility 
with the developer, Tenaska Inc. 
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The subsidiary’s commitment to 


— the project is subject to approval 


of the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission, said Brien 
E. Curry, Northeast Utilities’ di- 
rector of the cogeneration project. 
A decision by the commission 
could take up to four months. An 
environmental impact report is 
being drawn up, Curry said, and 
will address air quality and other 
environmental issues in a more 
detailed manner than submitted 
to the siting council. 
Representatives from Tenaska 
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and Charter Oak made the an- 
nouncement yesterday at the 
Northeast Utilities offices in 
Pittsfield. Curry and Gary D. Hoo- 
ver, vice president of Tenaska, 
said they wanted to be upfront 
about their plans, particularly be- 
cause of the project’s recent oppo- 
sition from residents. 

The proposed cogeneration 
plant, to be located on Kimberly- 
Clark property, is aimed at 
addressing the growing need for 
energy in Western Massachusetts, 
the developers said. 


near for 


The plan has been under fire by 
residents who are concerned 
about the height of the smoke- 
stacks and the impact of noise on 
surrounding communities. 

Opposition to such projects is 
familiar in Berkshire County. 
Plans by the Berkshire Gas Co. to 
build a gas pipeline through Rich- 
mond to the Altresco cogeneration 
plant in Pittsfield have been 
fought by residents of both com- 
munities. The Altresco plant 
would burn natural gas to create 
steam heat for General Electric 
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Lee plant 


Co. in Pittsfield and electr;.; 
sell to Massachusetts Basen ‘ 
We're very sensitive to a 
local customers,” Curry said “We 
think our involvement in the 
project will benefit Western Mase 
Electric rate payers, the town 
Lee and the New England area “ 
According to Curry, the proje 
will provide revenue to Westen 
Mass Electric Co. and provide 
needed power to other New En 
gland utilities such as Common. 
wealth Electric in eastern Massa 
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Pact slated for Lee 


Continued from Page 1 
chusetts. 


It will benefit Western Mass 
Electric Co., he said, by improv- 
ing the reliability of its energy 
supplies and by bringing natural 
gas to the New England area, re- 
ducing dependence on foreign oil. 


“It is important to Western 
Mass Electric’s core business to 
retain large industrial customers 
like Kimberly-Clark through such 
projects,” Curry emphasized. 
“They help stabilize rates, so 
Western Mass Electric customers 
benefit. The project also adds con- 


’ 


struction and operational jobs 
whose associated benefits will 
help keep the local economy 
strong, and the town benefits 
from additional property taxes. 


“We're aware of the public 
hearing on Thursday and the resi- 
dents’ concerns. Some of their 
questions are legitimate. There is 
always a worry about the environ- 
ment.” 


The Massachusetts Energy Sit- 
ing Council will hold a public 
hearing on the proposed cogene- 
ration plant Thursday at 7 p.m. at 
the Lee Central School. A group of 
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more than 100 residents who 
oppose the project is expected to 
petition the siting council for in- 
tervenor status. Intervenor status 
would enable the residents to sub- 
mit questions to the developer, 
who would be required to answer. 


Plans call for a four-mile pipe- 
line connected from Kimberly- 
Clark’s Columbia Mili to the Ten- 
nessee Gas pipeline in South Lee. 
An electric power line would run 
from the plant two miles to the 
Western Mass Electric Co. trans- 
mitter. 


Lee Mass Cogeneration Co., an 


Narn Newle ° 8/92 


ogeneration plant © 


affiliate power company, has a 
contract to sell 47 megawatts of 
power from the first phase to 
Commonwealth Electric Co., 
which will use the power to meet 
its obligations to the New England 
Electric Power Pool, an associa- 
tion of New England utilities. 
Steam generated at the plant will 
be purchased by Kimberly-Clark 
for its paper mill. 

The plant is scheduled to start 
operation of the first phase late 
next year and will employ about 
20 people. The 120-megawatt 
plant would serve about 75,000 
people® 


Cogeneration in Lee 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Most comments from a small 
group on the proposed co- 
generation plant in Lee have been 
negative. The complaints are of 
dangerous gas lines, health haz- 
ards, excessive noise 24 hours a 
day, pollution, safety hazard to 
Schools and homes and minimal 
benefits to the town. One would 
think that those making these 
comments had looked over the 
project summary carefully. 

The proposed plant and pipeline 
are of greater quality and stan- 


~wwwo 


+ enum 


\ dards than federal and state law 


requires. There is little or no 

danger or nuisance to any of us. 
All of the above concerns will 

be answered tonight at the Lee 


Central School. Let’s hope that we | 


all have open minds and are not 
just riding a bandwagon. We have 
lost Kay-Bee and, most likely 
E.C.H. Will. We have a $559,000 
shortfall in state aid. We don’t 
have the money to participate in 
the recycling project. The town’s 
industrial base has dwindled over 
the last 10 years. 

Who is going to provide the tax 
base to educate our children and 
provide the essential services to 
our town? Will the town survive 
= = tax oe of motels and con- 

ence stores? Will the children 
of Lee have a place to work in 
five or 10 years? Will we accept a 
5-fold- or 10-fold-increase in our 
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Alda Sires says no to a co-generation plant in Lee. 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


G. | 


a, -Fo 


In Lee, 400 jam hearing 
on co-generation plant 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Neither rain, nor snow, nor sleet nor 
hail prevented about 400 residents last night 
from attending the state Energy Siting Council’s 
hearing on a proposed co-generation plant at the 
Columbia Mill. 

Residents opposing the plant seemed to out- 
number those in favor by a significant margin. 
They were also easier to pick out, as about 50 
carried signs with such slogans as ‘‘No Co-Gen 
In Lee,”’ ‘‘Tenaska, Altresco, fiasco!”’ or sim- 
ply, “NO.” 

While the session was orderly, opponents 
waved their signs when proponents got up to 
een ere the massive turnout at Lee Central 


_ The siting council's lawyer, Steven Klionsky, 
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explained to the crowd that this would be the 
only public hearing on the project. Klionsky said 
residents could attend two judicial-style hear- 
ings on the project, tenatively slated for Boston 
in a few weeks. 

Klionsky said the siting council would then 
weigh the evidence presented in all three hear- 
ings and rule on the propriety of the Columbia 
Mill site for the co-generation plant in a few 
months. ; 

The plant is proposed by Tenaska Inc., an 
Omaha, Neb., developer. It will convert natural 
gas into steam for the Kimberly-Clark company 
in Lee and electricity for a power company 1n 
Cape Cod. , 

The meeting began with Tenaska official Gary 
Hoover presenting a brief outline of the nature 
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LEE — With visions of sooty air, 
noisy neighborhoods, exploding 
gas lines and plummeting real 
estate values dancing in their heads, 
hundreds of town residents are ex- 
pected to turn out for a public hear- 
ing tonight to oppose permits for a 
proposed electricity generating 
plant. 

The hearing, the only one to be 
held locally on the highly con- 
troversial proposal, will begin at 7 
p.m. at the Lee Central School. 
Opposition ‘to the plant is so 


strong that organizers — Concern- 
ed Citizens of Lee — anticipate a 
lengthy and heated session. In an 
effort to control debate leaders will 
require anyone intending to speak 
to sign up prior to the session. 
The plant is the idea of Tanaska, 
an Omaha, Nebraska, based firm, 
which is looking to construct a $60 
million, 120-megawatt co- 
generation power plant in the 
southern section of town to provide 
steam to Kimberly-Clark’s Colum- 
bia Mill and electricity to the New 
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England Power Pool. 

Electricity generated by the plant 
will go to Commonwealth Gas on 
Cape Cod. 

Charter Oak Energy, a subsidiary 
of Northeast Utilities, has entered 
into a_ tentative agreement to 
decome a 50 percent partner, That 
investment, however, is subject to 
the approval of a number of state 
and federal regulatory agencies. 

The plant would be built in two 
phases. and would eventually have 
three 155-foot smokestacks. 

The use of steam from the plant 


@ LEE, from Al 


and scope of the project. Hoover 
said construction of the plant is 
expected to begin this fall and 
conclude 18 months later, 

Hoover said the plant would 
employ 150 during construction 
and 25 after that: He said the 
plant’s budget would be about $4 
million annually, much of which 
would be spent locally in wages, 
taxes, maintenance contracts and 
supplies. 


Hoover added that Kimberly- 
Clark would use the steam to dry 
its paper products, thus enabling 
the plant to operate on a lower 
budget and more competitively 
with other paper-making mills. 
Others in favor of the project 
cited other economic benefits. 
_Robert Wright told the council 
» that construction of the plant was 
“a significant opportunity to stem 
the loss of jobs in town,” 
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Expressing reservations about gas lines that would run thro 
proposed co-generation plant is Selectman William D. Bean. 


Crowd flocks 


“The future of our children is 
on the line,” said Patrick Mele of 
Pittsfield, who is business agent 
of the Laborer’s Union, “They’re 
not staying here and that’s sad.” 


Voice objections 


Opponents, including Selectmen 

William Bean and Diane Roosa, 
cited potential safety hazards at 
the facility. John F. Cysz, an en- 
gineer, told the council that the 
proximity of the plant to schools, 
housing projects and churches 
was a major concern. An emer- 
gency at the plant or with the 
pipeline leading to the plant, Cysz 
said, could be disastrous. 
_ Cysz said that since the town is 
In a valley, emissions from the 
smokestacks could cause’ signifi- 
cant air-pollution problems. 

Other residents expressed con- 
cerns over the high-pressure 
pipeline that would wend its way 
through residential areas, poten- 
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to Lee hearing 


tial noise pollution on the site and 
the 150-foot smokestacks that 
would loom over the town if the 
project were built as planned. 

State Rep. Christopher J, 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, told the council 
he was angry the electrical power 
generated by the plant would go 
elsewhere. Lee and the surround- 
Ing area, he said, had the highest 
utility bills in the state. 

“This plant will be producing 
many, many megawatts of power 
that we will not get,” he said. 

Hodgkins also faulted the coun- 
cil for not waiting for an envi- 
ronmental impact report. 

“How can you go ahead and 
make a decision on this facility 
without knowing the potential en- 
vironmental problems?’’ he 
asked. 
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to many of her friends. 

A large representation is ex- 
pected at tonight's Massachusetts 
Energy Facilities Siting Council 
hearing at the Central School at 7 
p.m., the only hearing on the pro- 
ject scheduled at this point to be 
held locally. Subsequent sessions 
will be in Boston. 

Those against the power plant 
have presented a 1,407-signature 
petition to the Board of Selectmen. 
The petition says, in essence, that 
the signers want no partof any 
aspect of the plant in Lee. 

Concerns range from. en- 
vironmental to safety, from expec- 
tations of more pollutants going in- 
to the South County atmosphere to 
a possibility of explosions in 
residential or school zones from the 
high-pressure gas line. 

Critics also say the project will 
be noisy, will generate hazardous 
wastes, will increase traffic, will 
create excessive heat in the at- 
mosphere and will be ugly. 

They say research in other areas 
which agreed to house similar 
plants indicates a drop of as much 
as 50 per cent in real estate values. 

“We've worked very hard all our 
lives to own our own homes,”’ Ms. 
Davis said. 

““Now they are going to .be 
depreciated tremendously by. this 
monstrosity .”’ 

And, according to Concerned 
Citizens member David Olken, the 
Massachusetts Energy Facilities 
Council has. under consideration 
newer and stricter. guidelines for 
such plants which it hopes to im- 
pose in 199]. 

*‘The least we can do is stall this 
until they re in place,’” he said 

Finally? 
unable to determine if the Council 
is even covered ‘by the provisions of 
the Massachusetts Environmental 
Policy Act which regulates other 
potentially hazardous projects in 
the Commonwealth. 

‘One state agency says 


opponents say, they are 


*tyeg?”, 


another *’no’’,”’ an opponent. said 
Tuesday, noting that no en- 


vironmental impact study on the 
Lee project has even been started 
yet. 

Opposition - to the Lee plant 
comes on the heals of similar public 
outcry elsewhere in the county. 

— In Pittsfield, residents are pro- 
testing an Altresco co-generation 
plant which was constructed much 
larger than was indicated on plans 
presented to city boards for review: 

— In Richmond, residents op- 
pose construction of a new, high- 
pressure gas pipeline; 

— And in. Williamstown, 
residents oppose a co-generation 
facility which would also” use 
natural gas. 

Proponents of the project suggest 
that co-generation is a more effi- 
cient use of fuel. They also say the 
high-pressure gas pipelines will 
never be used to full capacity. and 
will be closely monitored. 
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LEE — In what may be a preview of a battle on 
the town meeting floor, about 200 parents, teachers, 
students and other residents decried proposed cuts 
__ in next year’s school budget and advocated overrid- 
_ ing Proposition 21 to pay for the increases. 


The meeting Tuesday was called by the Lee 
School Committee to hear reaction to five proposed 
cuts in personnel that would reflect a $95,000 reduc- 
tion in the committee’s preliminary budget. 


The school committee plans one more budget 
meeting before submitting a final budget. Commit- 
tee Chairman Judith L. Olds said this meeting will 
help the committee decide what budget to submit. 


The Selectmen are asking the committee to level- 
fund next year’s budget — a total of $4,050,537 — in 
anticipation of reductions in state aid. In response, 
the school committee has come up with a budget of 
$4,279,888. This represents a 6 percent jump. Olds 
said her group has already made several cuts to get 
to that point. 


Selectman William Bean said that Lee will prob- 
ably be short-funded by the state by about $900,000 
next year. Bean said town employees have already 
been asked to give up a pay raise for next year. He 
added that even if all the towns’ departments level- 
fund, “it might not get us through. The town sup- 
ports education, but the dollars just aren’t there.” 


Sports budget 


About 200 people disagreed, however. Many ad- 
vocated no more cuts in education, even though the 
administrators stressed that the cuts would have a 
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‘Proposed school 
cause strong outcry in Lee 
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cutbacks 


minimal impact on the district’s educational qual- * 


ity. 

Others suggested cuts they believed would have 
less of an impact on students, such as the district’s 
$90,000 athletic budget. 

“Sports are fine, but we need teachers,’ com- 
mented one parent. : 

Neil Clark, a teacher in the district, urged resi- ° 
dents and the committee ‘‘not to second-guess the 
taxpayer. Get behind a reasonable increase and ~ 
make sure your representatives know what you . 
want. I think we’re doing this all wrong. We - 
shouldn’t think about cutting any more. Our sports 
programs are good and so is everything else.”’ } 

Other proposals included cutting the administra- 


tive budget. But Lee High School Principal Richard .. 


Salinetti said the district has one of the smallest 


administrative staffs in the county. Lee does not. «. 


have a business manager or an assistant principal, 
Salinetti said. 


Override advocated 
The consensus, however, echoed Clark’s senti- 


ments. Many residents advocated an override of the . 


tax levy limit, something Lee voters have never 
approved. 

“We do it all the time,’’ said Monica Bond of Otis, 
which is in the school district. “Try it, you’ll like 
it? 

But several town representatives warned resi- 
dents that older voters on fixed incomes would fight: ” 
the increase in their taxes. na 

“We all want everything for our kids,” said’” 
James F. Nolan, a town representative. ‘“‘But look at’. 
what’s happening. The world is falling apart. You- ’ 
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_Tenaska plan 
raises fears 
about safety 


Five-hour hearing 
_ yields questions, 
not many answers a 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — In the aftermath of Thursday 
night’s meeting with the state Energy 
Siting Council on the co-generation plant 
proposed for Columbia Street, a number 
of residents who attended said yesterday 
| they came away with many more ques- 
| tions than answers. 

A total of 67 residents, town and state 

officials and business people spoke at the 
hearing, which lasted five hours at the 
| Lee Central School. 
Although several speakers spoke of a 
| need for the plant to foster economic 
stability, the meeting was dominated by 
individuals who decried the facility as 
poorly planned and situated in a resi- 
| dential area, which could have disas- 
trous consequences in the event of an 
industrial accident. 

“It’s just that simple,” said Scott 
| Dinan, one of the organizers of Lee Con- 
cerned Citizens. an opposition group. “It 


Tenaska plan raises questions in Lee 
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“It’s something we have to 
work on,” he conceded. ‘“‘We have 
to have more than one person in 
town to meet with residents and 
answer their questions.” 

To that end, Hoover said, the 
company has planned a number 
of smaller, face-to-face meetings 
with citizens’ groups. 

“People don’t know who we are 
and we have to change that,’”’ he 
said. 

Young company 


Tenaska is a group of 16 devel- 
oper-investors based in Omaha, 
Neb., Hoover said. The company 
is only 5 years old. It is actually 
an offshoot of a Midwestern gas 
transportation company called 
Northern Natural Gas. 

In 1985, Northern merged with 
Houston Natural Gas. The officers 
of the company, Hoover said, de- 
cided to relocate in Houston. 

“We had a choice,’ Hoover 
said, “of going south to Houston, 
finding other employment or 
forming our own company. We 
decided to form our own com- 
pany.” 

Tenaska, Hoover said, is an 
amalgram of Texas, energy and 
Nebraska. The company, shortly 
after it was formed in 1987, 
needed a name quickly because it 
was bidding for a co-generation 
project in the Midwest. The 
project fell through, but the name 
stuck. 


Hoover was one of the original 
four people who began the com- 


pany. His official title is vice 
president of business develop- 
ment. 

“But we don’t really have titles, 
because we’re so small,”’ he said. 
“Mostly, my title is ‘the guy over 
there in the corner.’ ”’ 

President Howard L. Hawkes 
was chosen to lead the group be- 
cause of his experience with 
Northern Plains Natural Gas Co., 
the managing partner of a con- 
sortium of five natural gas com- 
panies. Northern Plains built the 
823-mile, $1.3 billion Northern 
Border Pipeline through Canada, 
Montana, the Dakotas, Minnesota 
and Iowa. 


Hoover said Tenaska is an 
“equity developer,” which means 
the company has a stake in the 
projects it develops. 


‘Ongoing concern’ 


“We don’t just go in and build 
something and sell it,” he said. 
“‘We have an ongoing concern.”’ 

Dinan disagreed with that 
statement, saying instead that 
Tenaska is “‘a bunch of traveling 
salesmen. They’re a_ syndicate. 
They don’t own anything and 
when they put together the deal, 
they get out.”’ 


The company has developed two 
other co-generation plants. At a 
plant in Big Springs, Texas, the 
company took a fee in lieu of 
equity. At the second plant, in 
Paris, Texas, the company is a 36 
percent equity holder. Tenaska 
plans to hold 50 percent equity at 
the Lee plant. 


Tenaska’s co-generation plant 
in Paris was completed last year. 
According to William Lamb, 
managing editor of the Paris 
News, the facility was welcomed 
by residents there, who saw it as 
a way to bring more jobs into 
town. 

“There was very little contro- 
versy here,’’ said Lamb. ‘‘Most 
everybody was glad to have an- 
other plant here because of the 
jobs it would mean.” 

“Dealing with the Tenaska 
people has been a very positive 
experience,’ said Edward Her- 
nan, a vice president of the 
Campbell Soup Co. and manager 
of the company’s Southwest re- 
gion. The Paris plant was built 
behind the Campbell Soup plant 
and feeds steam to the facility. 

“The Tenaska people were ex- 
tremely capable businesspeople, 
extremely professional and com- 
pletely above-board in their deal- 
ings with us,” Hernan said. 

If there is a key difference in 
the Lee and Paris sites, however, 
it is the location of the two plants. 
The Paris plant sits behind the 
Campbell Soup plant on a 1,500- 
acre lot. 

“This is not right in the middle 
of a residential area,’’ said Her- 
nan. “We sit on the outside edge 
of the city and we’re on a big 
piece of land. We simply did not 
have any questions about the sit- 
ing of the plant. I never heard the 
concern raised.”’ 

Hoover said the Lee site was 
chosen because several members 


of the group knew Joseph Tondu, 
a developer who had proposed a 
co-generation plant in town a few 
years ago. When Tondu failed to 
bring together the necessary fi- 
nancing, Hoover said, Tenaska 
stepped in. 

Hoover said he was not dis- 
couraged by Thursday night’s 
meeting. 

“T think there were a number of 
valid points,”’ he said. ‘“‘We real- 
ize we will have to answer all the 
technical questions put forth, and 
we will. I still think it’s a good | 
project.”’ 

Ironically, Dinan agrees. 

“Tt is sound technology,” he 
said. “But’ it’s in the wrong 
place.” | 
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Tenaska plan 
raises fears 
about safety “ 
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Five-hour hearing 
yields questions, 
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not many answers oe 
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By Derek Gentile ‘a 
Berkshire Eagle Staff INS) 


LEE — In the aftermath of Thursday 
night’s meeting with the state Energy 
Siting Council on the co-generation plant 
proposed for Columbia Street, a number 
of residents who attended said yesterday 
they came away with many more ques- 
tions than answers. 

A total of 67 residents, town and state 
officials and business people spoke at the 
hearing, which lasted five hours at the 
Lee Central School. 

Although several speakers spoke of a 
need for the plant to foster economic 
stability, the meeting was dominated by 
individuals who decried the facility as 
poorly planned and situated in a resi- 
dential area, which could have disas- 
trous consequences in the event of an 
industrial accident. 

“It’s just that simple,’ said Scott 
Dinan, one of the organizers of Lee Con- 
cerned Citizens, an opposition group. “It 
doesn’t belong in the middle of a town.” 


Inaccuracies 


Others told the. council that informa- 
tion about Tenaska Inc., the developer, 
was sketchy and that the informational 
volumes the company submitted for ex- 
amination were too technical and con- 
tained many inaccuracies. 

“It is very misleading,’ Dinan said. 
“Tf you look at the environmental notifi- 
cation form and the information the 
company provided in the library, there 
are a lot of inaccuracies.” 


So. intentionally or not, Tenaska has 
become the embodiment of the faceless 
corporate developer: the bad guy who is 
coming into town to build something 
many people don’t seem to want. 

The company, of course, does not see 
itself as a bad guy. But after witnessing 
Thursday night’s meeting, Tenaska Vice 
President Gary Hoover admitted that his 
company’s image was its own fault. 


TENASKA, continued on B4 
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etting ready 


(Le, 4 f 7 y Ge LEE 
y colleague, Mary Carroll, 
told me that when the first 
Earth Day ve eget 20 
: her 4th grade class wen 
j yernide ond picked up litter. She still 
( picks UP litter today. 
At college, we celebrated with half- 
parbecued chicken and rock 'n’ roll. I 
_ was in charge of checking ID’s when 
the free-beer truck arrived. You can 
imagine how polite everyone was. 
While we partied out on the lawn, the 
serious speakers my friend Janet had 
arranged for were in conference rooms 
upstairs, lecturing about recycling, 
overpopulation, pollution and more. 
Unfortunately, not many made it up 
the stairs to hear what Earth Day was 
really about. I was one who didn’t. 
“Poo heavy, man,’’ I can imagine 
someone whining back then. Now that 
Earth Day is coming around again, it’s 
even heavier. It’s easier to turn off the 


When recycling hit 
Pittsfield and other 
communities last 
month, response was 
overwhelmingly 
positive. 


overwhelmingly bad news about ; 
crowded landfills, polluted water, soil, 
and air. It’s too hard to deal with 
complicated and conflicting facts, un- 
believable cleanup costs and the health 
risks we all face — especially when the 
state budget is in crisis, when taxes 
already eat up paychecks, when so 
many are struggling for essentials. 

The good news is that when recy- 
cling hit Pittsfield and other commu- 
nities last month, response was over- 
whelmingly positive. I never expected 
it, not right away. 4 

I’ve had to freeze mid-action with 


Videotapes8 
of hearingsy 
selling well <= 


LEE — Anyone interested in 
eliving Thursday night’s hearing 
ith the state Energy Siting 
ommittee on a proposed co- 
Seneration plant at Columbia Mill 
May purchase one from Joseph 
Sorrentino at Cutting Edge Video 
on Center Street. 
| Sorrentino, who filmed the five- 
our hearing, said yesterday that 
Opies of the tape are selling well. 
“Yeah, it’s kind of weird,’’ -he 
said. “We're getting quite a run 
on them.” 
Sorrentino, who opened the 
Video business two years ago, 
Pes weddings, social events, 
Sporting events and parties. This 
Was his first town hearing. He has 
already made three copies for 
Customers and said he will be 
Working throughout the weekend 
Several more orders. 
Anyone wishing to order a copy 
Will have to pay $40 and probably _ 
‘a until the middle of next | 


| ‘I never did a town meeting 
refore,” he said with a laugh. 
_ Maybe I ought to more often.” 


that envelope. newspaper or cereal box | 


Lee co-generation 
interests children 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


- The people of this town don’t 
need what I call a ‘‘basically use- 
less eyesore’ (the proposed co- 


| generation plant) ruining what’s 


left of our town’s landscape. 
This not only concerns adults of 


| the community, but young chil- 
_ dren who will have to grow up 
| with this danger hovering over 


them. Se 
The topic arose in my social 
studies class (I am a_ student 


| teacher) when a child asked: 


“How can we help in stopping 
it?” I answered by saying that I 


| had signed a petition, and sug- 


gested that we come up» with one 
of our own, which we did. I feel 
that it gives the children a way to 
voice their concern for a project 
that would affect their lives and 


_ their safety. (A very highly pres- | 


| will be sticking out of the town | 
| like a sore thumb. | 


| Lee Bank’s. 


LEE — Lee Bank’s assets 
and operatin: 
this week. 

The bank, which is the fifth-] 
county, ended the year with asset: 
of which were in loans. Growth w 

Calling the results “excellent,”’ 
Bruce said, “We are especiall 
Increase in our operating earni 
In our capital position. While le 


in 1988, it is a reflection of 
market.”’ 


After- 
Bruce e: 
securiti 
gains. 

With capital increasin 


capital to assets is a tra 
strength. 

Lee Bank doubled j 
$640,000, but Bruce said non 
percent of assets, and the 
| good shape.”” Commerc 

bank’s portfolio. 

Last year marked the retirem 
Sitzer, who had been w 
replaced him. 

At the bank’s annual meeti 
oA corporators were elected: Rich 
sis _ Flint of Lenox, and Thomas Mi 


surized gas line will be placed in 
the general area of the schools.) 
The co-generation facility will | 


| pollute the air, contaminate the | 


river, produce a noise capable of 
deafening people in its immediate | 
area. Its overwhelming beauty | 


This is a very serious issue, | 
serious enough for the children to | 
get involved. It’s about time we | 
stopped and listened to exactly 
what we’re in for. 

CHRISTOPHER E. A | 


106 Summer St. g 
Lee ,2-/6-90 FB, Ae 


Lee co-generation 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I am seriously concerned wit. 
Kimberly-Clark’s plan to build a 
co-generation plant on the bank of 
the Housatonic River in Lee. 

This appears to be another case 
of the corporation acting without 
considering the needs and/or de- 
sires of the local community. To 
date we have been told very little 
about the purpose of the plant and 
who will benefit from it. What we 
have learned is that a high pres- 
sure gasline is going to be laid 


| down a residential street past the 
| front of the high school and that 


the electrical power generated 
will be sent out to Cape Cod. 

I have several questions on the 
project: 

1. Who is building the plant? 

2. When will the environmental 


impact study be done? And will 


the local citizens have access to 
the findings of the study? 

3. What measures will be taken 
to keep the noise level down? 

4. What benefit will come to the 
people of Lee? 

5. Why does the gas pipeline 
have to go through a residential 
area? 

6. What is the company’s cost 
justification for building the plant 
— i.e., will it save oil or some 
other fuel? 

7. How much polluted waste will 
be spilled into the river? An effort 
is being made to clean the PCB 
pollution just above the Kimberly- 
Clark plant. Will this new. facility 
replace that pollutant with some 
newer, 4) one? 

JOHN F. SWEGEL 
Lee Go 2-/6-96 
The writer is a plant man- 
ager for Kimberly-Clark. 
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School budget cuts 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I attended the Lee School 
Committee meeting Feb. 13 con- 
cerning the budget. Lee school 
system must cut $90,000. As a 
concerned parent I oppose any 
budget cuts in academic pro- 
grams. 

Where and why should we make 
academic cuts? It is the future of 
our children as well as our own as 
parents. Do we cut academics to 
meet standards for the low eco- 
nomic status of our state at the 
expense of our children? Do our 
children have to suffer because of 
poor state mismanagement or do 
we as parents take a stand and 
assume responsibilities to fill this 
void? 

Lee residents must and should 
fight for continuance of education 
— our children are able and de- 
serving. 

One meeting attendant said, 
“We can’t give our kids every- 
thing.” It is my duty to seek 
quality education for my children. 
I do not ask to give them VCR’s, 
Nintendos or cars. I ask for edu- 
cation and more parental in- 
volvement in the educational sys- 
tem. 

Parents truly concerned will 
override the budget cuts and fight 
for our children’s education. I 
urge all parents to call and/or 
write to the Lee town representa- 
tives. 

I will fight for my children’s 
education and pray that 10 to 20 
years from now they will propose 
better laws than those we have 
now. ag 
NANCY SHEA SIMMONS 


Lee .2-/9-90 . AY 


| Gold star mother Cale 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— rit? 


In these days of governmental 
outrages, I think it is noteworthy 
that I receive $5 a month from the 

| US. Treasury Veteran’s Admin- 
istration as payment for my son 
Michael, who received a Distin- 
guished Service Cross and bronze 
stars, and was killed in Vietnam. 


LOUISE WHALEN 


ee i. Ay 


Bad-mouthing volunteer firemen 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— agle 


I was more surprised than an- 
noyed at Gerard E. Miller, presi- 
dent of Local 2647 International 
Asssociation of Fire Fighters, 
uncalled for remarks about vol- 
unteer firefighters [Eagle, Feb. 
10]. His response to a suggestion 
by Councilor Peter Arlos that 
volunteer firefighters be used so 
that fire stations do not have to be 
closed down showed a complete 
ignorance about the effectiveness 
and professionalism of volunteer 
firefighters. They are true public 
servants who asked for nothing 
but to serve their fellow citizens 
and they don’t deserve to be bad- 
mouthed by Mr. Miller. 


44le, 2-/7-96 
assets up 


incréased 5 percent during 1989, 
g Income was up 12 percent, the bank reported 


argest savings bank in the 
$ of $119.5 million, 79 percent 
as slightly behind 1988 levels. 
Lee Bank President David J. 
Y satisfied with the healthy 
ngs, and the continued growth 
nding activity was slower than 
the slowdown in the housing 


tax earnings were $774,000, down 21 

. ,000, percent from 1988. 
xplained that 1988 results included $259,000 in gains on 
es sold, while 1989 results included only $16,000 in 


; i & 8.8 percent during 1989, the bank’s 
capital ratio rose to 8.04 percent at year-end. The ratio of 


ditional measure of a bank’s financial 


ts loan loss reserves during 1989, to 

-performing loans are still only 1 
bank’s loan quality is “in pretty 
ial loans account for 15 percent of the 


K ent as president of Richard E. 
ith Lee Bank since 1979. Bruce, 35, 


ng Wednesday, the following 
ard E. Gore of Lee, Charles L. 
nkler of Housatonic. 


I served for four years as a: 


volunteer firefighter in Becket 
and currently I am on the Lee 
volunteer ambulance as an 
emergency medical technician. I 
have personally observed the 65 
Lee volunteer firefighters who 
have training sessions every 
Monday night. They are proficient 
in operating the Jaws of Life. As 
a matter. of fact, Lee has two 
Jaws of Life while the city of 
Pittsfield has only one. The Lee 
volunteers are trained to respond 
to dangers involving hazardous 
waste and inflammable liquids 
since Diesel Dan’s and Exit 2 
from the turnpike are located 
there. 

Any one of them could hold 
their own with a Pittsfield fire- 
fighter. That is probably why in- 
surance rates in Lee or any other 
community with volunteers ha- 
ven’t been affected. 

CHARLES L. ROODE 

Lee 2-20-7o Fa. Ref 
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| Getting ready 
for Earth Day 


y colleague, Mary Carroll, 
told me that when the first 
Earth Day was celebrated 20 
her 4th grade class went 
yoride and picked up litter. She still 
icks up litter today. 

At college, we celebrated with half- 
barbecued chicken and rock ’n’ roll. I 
was in charge of checking ID’s when 
the free-beer truck arrived. You can 
imagine how polite everyone was. 

While we partied out on the lawn, the 
serious speakers my friend Janet had 
arranged for were in conference rooms 
upstairs, lecturing about recycling, 
overpopulation, pollution and more. 
Unfortunately, not many made it up 
the stairs to hear what Earth Day was 
really about. I was one who didn’t. 

“Too heavy, man,” I can imagine 
someone whining back then. Now that 
Earth Day is coming around again, it’s 
even heavier. It’s easier to turn off the 


When recycling hit 
Pittsfield and other 
communities last 
month, response was 
overwhelmingly 
positive. 


overwhelmingly bad news about 
crowded landfills, polluted water, soil, 
and air. It’s too hard to deal with 
complicated and conflicting facts, un- 
believable cleanup costs and the health 
risks we all face — especially when the 
state budget is in crisis, when taxes 
already eat up paychecks, when so 
many are struggling for essentials. 

The good news is that when recy- 
cling hit Pittsfield and other commu- 
nities last month, response was over- 
whelmingly positive. I never expected 
it, not right away. 

I’ve had to freeze mid-action with 
that envelope, newspaper or cereal box 
— remind myself to put it in the pile, 
not the pail. I’ve cursed the clear en- 
velope windows that won’t tear off 
easily, and the extra work that rinsing 
the spaghetti sauce out of the jar 
takes. 

Yet there’s a Thoreau-like simplicity 
here. It’s one small step for the land- 
fill, one big one for the planet. The 
kitchen trash only goes into the plastic 
bag once a week, not once a day now. 
Gazing at the huge, filled container of 
glass and metal at the landfill last 
Saturday, running through the rain to 
take the papers inside the hut, I felt 
connected, like I could really do some- 
thing to help. 

It brought back memories of BCC’s 
old Recycling Center out back. There 
used to be such a sweet sense of ac- 
complishment when I tossed a green, 
brown or clear bottle into the right bin. 

When we kicked off Earth Day 1990 
at Lee High this week, people picked 
one of the 133 Ways to Save the Planet 
out of my Clint Eastwood hat. Many 
rejected the hints about recycling, 
carpools, buying what you need rather 
that what you desire, or using leftovers 
creatively with a proud “‘Oh, I already 
do this!” 

Others weren’t sure what they were 
reading. Complicated schemes to fos- 

‘ter corporate responsibility and value 
all life forms brought puzzlement from 
students. It took me a minute to ex- 
.plain how organizing a potluck dinner, 
or using radial tires, might help save 
us all. 

Last Monday, our Earth Day skit 
went like this in the gym: Junior 
Heather Browne explained what Earth 
Day was, then tried to keep a beach- 
ball globe away from the rest of us 
‘who were kicking and throwing the 
earth around. I, the ‘‘No-It-All,” told 
her to forget it, there was no way to 
save the planet. Cindy Chalen copped a 
“Why Bother?”’ attitude as the rest of 
us struggled over and kicked around 
the huge beachball planet. Matt Haw- 
ley assaulted the world with hairspray, 
pretending that ‘‘Looking Good’’ was 
all that mattered. Gerine Girardey 
only ‘‘giggled’’ while the rest of us 
fought over the earth. Then, Todd 
Roosa shot and beat a stuffed baby 
seal. Finally, math teacher Dian 
Howe, outfitted with Mickey Mouse 
ears and Groucho glasses, demanded 
to know ‘‘How can we save the 
planet?” 

Thirteen students were brave enough 
to come down from the bleachers and 
tell us a way to save the planet. I had 
bribed only about half of them before- 
hand, 

Maybe there is some hope! 

By the way, the 20th anniversary of 
the original Earth Day is April 22, 
1990. Organizers hope for about 100 
million participants worldwide. At Lee 
High, we’ll be taking constructive ac- 
tions and celebrating Earth Day the 
week before spring break. 

Now is the time to ‘‘think globally 
and act locally.” 


C.D. Nelsen teaches English at Lee 
High School and lives in Dalton. 


Krista Schmidinger 
captures national 
super-G slalom 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Krista Schmidinger of Lee dodged disas- 
ter and reached the pinnacle of her young 
skiing career yesterday, winning the 
women’s super giant slalom at the Subaru 
U.S. Alpine Championships in Crested 
Butte, Colo. 

Schmidinger, 19, a member of the U.S. 
Ski Team’s select (or second-level) squad, 
completed her run in 1 minute, 36.80 sec- 
onds, placing her ahead of A Team veteran 
Diann Roffe (1:36.99) and fellow select- 
team members Kristi Terzian (1:37.06) and 
Hilary Lindh (1:38.07). 

Schmidinger’s twin sister, Kim, also had 
her best U.S. Alpine finish ever yesterday, 
placing fifth in 1:38.20. 

Nancy Gustafson of Pittsfield, a member 
of the U.S. Disabled Ski Team, was 40th in 
the field of 47. 

Last year in the nationals, Krista 
Schmidinger was sixth in the super-G, sev- 
enth in the giant slalom and 11th in the 
slalom. Her sister was eighth in the super- 
G and giant slalom and ninth in the slalom. 


Opened Monday 


In Monday’s downhill, the opening event 
of the championships, Krista Schmidinger 
was sixth, Kim 13th and Gustafson 36th in 
the field of 42. 

Heidi Voelker of Pittsfield, a member of 
the U.S. Ski Team’s A Team, will compete 
in the giant slalom today and the conclud- 
ing slalom Friday, along with both 
Schmidingers and Gustafson. 

“This was quite a surprise — and I love 
surprises,” Krista Schmidinger said of her 
victory in a telephone interview last night. 

“J really didn’t expect this. Diann and 
Kristi got some good results in World Cup, 
and I was hoping } could just finish near 
them, maybe take Séconid. 

“TJ wake up every morning and I try to 
think positive,’ Schmidinger added. 
“Sometimes it doesn’t work out. Today it 
did.’’ 

Yesterday’s race wasn’t exactly easy for 
Schmidinger, who had a harrowing moment 
during the race. 

“T almost blew it at the bottom,” 
Schmidinger said. ‘‘I went too straight and 
almost missed a gate, but luckily it just 
kept me going fast.” 

“Tt was a particularly difficult part of the 
course, and she gave us all a good scare,” 
said assistant U.S. women’s World Cup 


champion ;;*, 
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Associated Press 


On the.course at Crested Butte,.Colo., Krista Schmidinger yesterday was. the 


best in the nation. 


coach Chris Poletis, who has coached 
Schmidinger on the Europa Cup circuit for 
the last three years. “‘She came in too fast, 
and frankly I thought it was all over for 
her. But she hung tough. It goes to show 
you what happens if you keep fighting and 
never give up, It was a classic example.” 
The victory was particularly gratifying in 
light of the fact that Schmidinger had to sit 
out a week of competition in December 
because of an ongoing back ailment. She 
credited Pittsfield. chiropractor Stephen 
Tosk with getting her back in shape for 


competition. 

The super-G is probably the least widely 
known of the four skiing disciplines. Intro- 
duced to the World Cup calendar in 1983 
and to the Winter Olympics in 1988, it’s a 
hybrid of downhill and giant slalom. It’s 
faster than giant slalom and has fewer 
gates, but it’s-just a little slower than 
downhill with more gates. 

Krista Schmidinger, who mostly has been 
a specialist in the technical slalom and 
giant slalom events, only recently began to 
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Schmidinger 1s 


@ SKIER, from Al be 1-79 
take part in downhill and super-G 
— the speed events for which she 
claims a particular passion. 

“I do two or three super-G 
races a year, and in the Europa 
Cup this year in Austria I had a 
fourth and a seventh, so I felt 
pretty good about it,” Schmidi- 
nger said. 

“We trained a little downhill 
last summer, and the slalom 
hasn’t gone so well for me this 
year,” Schmidinger continued. “I 
like to go faster, because you go 


with the hill rather than racking 
your brains with the gates.” 


Schmidinger, whose career 
highlight before yesterday was a 
second place in the combined 
events at the Junior World 
Championships in 1988, said her 
experience in the downhill has 
helped her other events, including 
the super-G. 

Chance for overall title 

“J think because of the down- 
hill, it improves my technical 
events,” Schmidinger ‘said. ““The 
downhill is fast and scary, so go- 


super-G 


ing from the downhill to the other 
events is easier.” 


With a sixth in the downhill and 
a first in the super-G, Schmidi- 
nger has a chance to claim the 
overall title in the U.S. Champi- 
onships if she does well in the 
slalom and giant slalom, but she 
refuses to speculate much about 
that. 

“T try not to think about that — 
I just try to block it out,” said 
Schmidinger. ‘I’m psyched about 
the giant slalom, so I’ll just go out 
and do my best. Slalom? Hope- 
fully I can make the top 10.” 


champ 


“This has got to be very good 
for her confidence,” Poletis said. 
“The speed events tend to help 
your giant slalom, so the confi- 
dence could carry over to [to- 
day].” 

Schmidinger is also hoping her 
performance can help propel her 
to the U.S. Ski Team’s A Team. 

“T try to just go day by day and 
do the best I can, and hope they 
put me up there,” said Schmidi- 
nger, who has competed in pe 
World Cup races this season. I 
like to be up there by next 
spring.” 


Lee teen-ager Krista Schmidinger, 
setting her sights on an overall na- 
tional championship, finished third and 
the “Berkshire County Connection’ 
claimed three of the top eight places 
yesterday in the women’s giant slalom 
at the Subaru U.S. Alpine Ski Cham- 
pionships in Crested Butte, Colo. 


Schmidinger, 19, who already has a 
victory in the super giant slalom and a 
sixth in the downhill, finished third in 
yesterday’s two-run giant slalom in 2 
minutes, 38.63 seconds. 

Kim Schmidinger was right on her 
twin sister’s tail yesterday, placing 


Krista Schmidinger 
3rd in U.S. giant slalom 
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A Berksh 


Three Berkshire 
earned top-8 f 


fourth in 2:38.82 to earn her best finish 
ever in the nationals, while 20-year-old 
Heidi Voelker of Pittsfield was eighth 
in 2:39.73. 


Nancy Gustafson of Pittsfield, a 
member of the U.S. Disabled Ski Team 
who is entered in all four events at the 
nationals, was 53rd in the field of 64 
finishers. 

Kristi Terzian of Salt Lake City cap- 
tured her first national title in yester- 
day’s race, posting a winning time of 
2:35.99. That was more than two sec- 
onds ahead of runnerup Heidi Bowes, 
who posted 2:38.01. 


Krista Schmidinger 3rd in giant 


‘Berkshire Connection’ claims 3 of top 8 places in U.S. Alpine event 7. 32-% 


Terzian, who leads U.S. skiers with 
12 top-15 finishes in World Cup races 
this season, paced both runs yester- 
day. She had a 1:17.19 in the first run, 
leaving her 13-hundredths of a second 
ahead of Kim Schmidinger. 


Krista Schmidinger, who was fourth 
in the first run yesterday, leads the 
overall women’s standings heading 
into tomorrow’s final event, the sla- 
lom. 

Despite her impressive third-place 
finish yesterday, she said she was held 
back a little by the distractions from 
her victory the day before. 


Gd 


slalom 
Pale 


“T didn’t want to hold back, but the 
energy from yesterday’s win was just 
overwhelming,” she said. “I tried to 
get it out of my head, but it kept 
coming back. I didn’t sleep well last 
night.”’ 


Kim Schmidinger, while vicariously 
enjoying her sister’s success, was not 
happy about her second run yesterday, 
which dropped her down from her 
second-place standing in the first run. 


“I was nervous coming into my sec- 
ond run,” said Kim, who was 13th in 
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Smokestack Opponents 
_ Talk Five Hours 


LEE — Local residents having 
had their say (and it was mostly 


the town gets a co-generation plant 


complete with 155-foot high 


__ smokestacks, smack in its middle, 
now move to the bureaucratic 


morass known as Boston politics. 

| Some 400 people took more than 

. five hours Feb. 15 at the Lee Cen- 

tral School to try and drive home 

their belief that the plant is poorly 
sited, dangerous and generally an 
unsound idea. 

Of 67 speakers who took the 
floor, the vast majority were 
against the plant. 

Specifically, they reiterated for 
members of the Massachusetts 
Energy Facilities Siting Council 
who attended the session their 
belief that: 

— Running a natural gas line, to 
move 24 million cubic feet of the 
fuel under 450 pounds per square 
inch of pressure to the plant 
through an essentially residential 
neighborhood was unsafe; 

Sending the electricity 

generated at the plant to Cape Cod, 

when Lee’s electric rates are among 


hire Courier, Thursday, 


San pie 
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the highest in the commonwealth, 
makes no sense; 

Emissions from_ the 
smokestack would foul the town’s 
air; 

— That the plant will be noisy, 
will generate hazardous wastes, 
emit excessive heat, create burden- 
som traffic congestion and be ugly. 

To emphasize their point, a 
number of those attending carried 
placards simply saying ‘‘No.”” 

The plant is proposed by Tenaska 
of Omaha, an umbrella organiza- 
tion for a number of investors and 
developers. 

If it receives regulatory approval, 
Northeast Utilities plans to buy a 
large stake in the project. 

The plant would be built in two 
stages along Columbia Street, at a 
cost of $60 million, to generate 120 
megawatts of power. 

That power, in turn, would pro- 
duce steam for Kimberly-Clark 
paper mill operations (the company 
has estimated it would save about 
$2 million annually once the plant 
is on line) and supply electricity to 
the Cape through the Northeast 
power grid. 

Tenaska officials claim construc- 
tion would create 150 jobs and 
operation would require about 25. 
The plant would have an annual 
budget of around $4 million. 

To be sure, not all in attendance 
were opposed to the project. Some 
cited reasons such as _ increased 
employment, increased tax revenue 
and the assist the plant would give 
Kimberly-Clark in becoming more 
competitive in its markets’ as 
teasons for considering the pro- 
posal favorably. 

But after the lengthy debate drew 
to a close, most still seemed to 
agree with Scott Dinan of Concern- 
ed Citizens of Lee, the official op- 
position group. 

“It’s simple,’’ he said, ‘‘this just 
dosn’t belong in the middle of 
town.”’ 

Siting Council attorney Steven 
Klionsky said the hearings now will 
move to Boston where two more 
court-like hearings will take place 
within the next few weeks. 

A decision, he said, could be ex- 
pected within a few months after 
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To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


In response to the Eagle’s Feb 
17 editorial on the prpeced co- 
generation plant in Lee, I would 
like to make the following points: 
__ 1. Kimberly-Clark pays $40,305 
.1 real estate taxes at the Col- 
umbia Mill (proposed co- 
generation site). The residents of 
Navin Heights/Pease Terrace pay 
$42,922 in real estate taxes. Resi- 
dential property holders in the 
_ Immediate vicinity of the plant, 
| the preferred gas Pipeline route 
, and transmission line route pay a 
| total of $291,081 in real estate 
| taxes, which is 8.3 percent of the 
ers real ee taxes in Lee. In to 
_ comparison, Kimberly-Clark 
| $134,176 in real estate tiated for ail 
_ their mills which is 3.8 percent of 
_ the town’s revenue from real es- 
tate. Overall, residential property 
makes up 78 percent of real estate 
| revenue while commercial makes 
Up 10 percent and industrial 
Makes up 12 percent. 
| 2. The treasurer’s office informs 
| me that it requires $250,000 in tax 
revenue to reflect a $1 change in 
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savings to Lee wt 


only 40 cents 
Ings. This is 
residents of Lee. 


per thousand say- 
no savings to the | 
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3. If the plant is built 
abutters will most likely ar ara 
tax abatement that ee 
any small increase j 
taxes from the in ae 
plant. 


would offset 


co-generation 
Also, Property values 
would drop, 


thereby decreasing re 
moe i revenue to the 


4. Lee currently charges a 
4 

percent local sales ta i 
This tax brings m aden, 
$90,000 per year 


bs 2 additional 
: 0 the town, 
mention local Spending es 


stores and restaurants. Thi 
could have a as 
ey tourist 
reducing tax revenue to t 
There are iil 
bel I have 
ave been raised by the citize 
of Lee. These issues far outweigh 
any small increase in tax reve- 
nue. I do not understand why The 
Eagle, Kimberly-Clark or Ten- 
aska would even try to compare 


negative effect on 
economy, therefore 


many safety issues 
not mentioned that 


| the current rate of $15 
per thou- money t 
sand. Tenaska has mentioned that munity. ‘li Anil a aha 
this plant will generate $100,000 in PAUL Di 
| property taxes. This translates to Lee eee 


Kim Schmidinger is 3rd 
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are scheduled to rejoin the U.S. 
Select Team! for Europa Cup 
competition next week in France 
and Spain, while Voelker rejoins 
the U.S. Ski Team for World Cup 
competition in Spain. 

Gustafson, meanwhile, com- 
petes all next week in the World 
Disabled Alpine Championships in 
Winter Park, Colo. She swept gold 

| medals in all four events at the 


World Championships in 1986, and, 


took a pair of third-place finishes 
in 1988. 

Gustafson is scheduled to com- 
pete in the U.S. Disabled Cham- 
pionships March 10-17 in Stratton, 
Vt. 

In the men’s competition yes- 
terday, Felix McGrath, 26, of 
Shelburne, Vt., withstood a blis- 
tering second run by his longtime 
rival, Tiger Shaw, to claim an 
unprecedented third straight na- 
tional slalom title. 


Berea Pea af 


Kim Schmidinger is 3rd in nationals 


By Bob McDonough 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Kim Schmidinger of Lee used a sev- 
enth-place finish in the slalom race to 
vault past her twin sister into a third- 
place overall finish at the U.S. Alpine Ski 
Championships, which concluded yes- 
terday at Crested Butte, Colo. 

Krista Schmidinger, 19, the U.S. super 
giant slalom champion who is 10 minutes 
older than her sister, led the combined 
standings heading into yesterday’s fi- 
nale, but fell back to a fourth-place 
combined finish by placing 20th in the 
slalom. 

_. “J haven’t skied much slalom this 


__-year, so I really didn’t know what to 
» expect,” Krista Schmidinger said yes- 


two-run slalom race in 1 minute, 27.89 
seconds. Giant slalom champion Kristi 
Terzian was second in 1:29.69 and Julie 
Parisien third in 1:30.03. 

Kim Schmidinger was seventh in 
1:31.31, Krista was 20th in 1:36.49 and 
Nancy Gustafson of Pittsfield, a member 
of the U.S. Disabled Ski Team, was 33rd 
in 1:40.38. 

Heidi Voelker of Pittsfield, a U.S. Ski 
Team slalom specialist who was sixth in 
the event in the 1988 nationals and fourth 
last year, failed to complete her first run 
yesterday. 

The third-place finish for Parisien 
lifted the 18-year-old from Auburn, 


Maine, into the overall championship 
with 59.95 points. She entered yester- 
day’s finale in second place behind 
Krista Schmidinger. 

Coincidentally, Parisien’s older 
brother, J.P., is a member of the Wil- 
liams College men’s alpine ski team. 

Second in the combined events was 
Pelletier with 77.96 points, followed by 
bronze medal winner Kim Schmidinger 
(89.16) and Krista Schmidinger (94.89). 

Gustafson, who has been forced to ski 
with one hand since suffering a crippling 
injury when she crashed while practicing 
for the 1985 NCAA ski championships, 
finished 12th in the combined events with 
372.94 points. She was 10th last year. 

Although Krista Schmidinger won the 


7th in slalom enables her to pass twin sister in combined events at U.S. Alpine 


Ao 
rs \ terday. 
e 24,0 Monique Pelletier won yesterday’s 


lion’s share of the spotlight this week 
with her victory in the super-G and third- 
place finish in the giant slalom, her twin 
steadily racked up the points and made 
her move for the bronze medal yester- 
day. 

In the four events at the nationals, 
Kim placed 13th in the downhill Monday, 
fifth in the super-G Tuesday, fourth in 
the giant slalom Wednesday and seventh 
yesterday. Last year she didn’t compete 
in the downhill, so wasn’t eligible for the 
combined title, but placed eighth in both 
the super-G and giant slalom and ninth 
in the slalom. 

With the completion of the national 
championships, the Schmidinger twins 
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‘Courageous @ », 
voices echoing’ 


LEE 
hen the Education Task Force 
of the Sonoma County (Calif.) 
Commission on the Status of 

Women initiated a Women’s History 
Week for the county’s schools in 1977, 
the members could hardly have envi- 
sioned how their efforts would grow 
into a national project. Just two years 
later, commission director Molly 
MacGregor was invited to share the 
group’s work at the Women’s History 
Institute at Sarah Lawrence College. 
Participants readily embraced the 
idea of celebrating women’s history in 
their own organizations and schools 
and decided to seek a congressional 
resolution to declare a national 
Women’s History Week. 

In 1981 Rep. Barbara Mikulski, D- 
Md., and Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, co- 
sponsored the first joint congressional 
resolution for National Women’s His- 
tory Week. The week of March 8 was 
selected because it incorporated In- 
ternational Women’s Day. 

Across the country communities fol- 
lowed the Sonoma example, planning 
their own creative events to uncover, 
recognize and promote women’s his- 
tory. Locally efforts were spearheaded 
by state Department of Education civil 
rights coordinator Barbara Shepetin 
pulling together dozens of Berkshire 
women to promote teacher workshops 
and the inclusion of women’s history in 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I am disappointed by the In 
Brief editorials in The Eagle of 


| Feb. 14 and 17. I expected more 


than a cheap shot at Chris Hodg- 
kins and some half-baked analogy 
comparing siting a 120-megawatt 
co-generation plant 3,000 feet 


from the center of Lee and mere 
" hundreds of feet from residential 
areas to hydroelectric power from 
Quebec. I’m sure any self- 
respecting Canadian would not 
favor such a plant in the middle 
of their town. 

Concerning the tax advantages 
of such a proposed plant — they 
are minimal. The site is already 
taxed and taxes on the equipment 
in the plant will go to the state. 
Current estimates I have heard 
are $100,000 to $250,000 which 
translates to 50 cents or $1 per 
$1,000 on the property tax rate. 
Did The Eagle know that the res- 
idents of Pease Terrace and 
Navin Heights, only one small 
residential ara in the immediate 
| vicinity of the proposed plant, pay 
almost $3,000 more in real estate 
taxes than Kimberly-Clark does 


Cagle 


Lee 
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drive launched for leuken 


on the Columbia Mill and prop- 
erty? 2-25-70 fy. C2 
Or that the property owners 
along the preferred gas line and 
transmission line routes and 
abutters in the immediate vicinity 
of the proposed plant pay $291,081 
in real estate taxes? This is more 
than twice the total real estate 
and personal property taxes paid 
by Kimberly-Clark on all its 
plants and land holdings in town. 


This controversy isn’t about co- 
generation and saving jobs. It’s 
about corporate greed and intim- 
idation of a small town. It’s about 
a corporation that won’t spend the 
capital to upgrade its plant to 
meet proposed emission stan- 
dards and then finds a developer 
who will attempt to put a gener- 
ating facility where common 
sense says it should not go. It’s 
about intimidation of workers and 
the perverse reversal of trying to 
get the workers to blame their 
fellow townspeople for stopping a 
mis-sited co-generation plant 
rather than Kimberly-Clark and 
Tenaska for not proposing a more 


| 
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eo Minimal tax gain from co-generation 


realistic solution to Kimberly- 
Clark’s needs. 

It’s too bad that the fine idea of 
co-generation has been corrupted 
by Kimberly-Clark and Tenaska 


for such transparently greedy and 


self-serving principles. It’s too 
bad that The Eagle can’t see any 
more creative solution to the en- 
ergy problem than building more 
plants and gas lines in residential 
neighborhoods. 

This April will be the 20th an- 
niversary of the first Earth Day. 
There are more creative ways to 
“produce’’ energy through con- 
servation. Recycling materials, 
highly efficient appliances, and 
government incentive to produce 
and utilize more fuel efficient au- 
tos are just some of the ways we 
can do this without building more 
power plants and adding to the 
global warming effect. 

Why can’t the editors of The 
Eagle see the bigger picture 
rather than dumping on the 
communities of Williamstown, 
Pittsfield and Lee? 

DAVID OLKEN 
Lee 


By Holly A. Taylor He has undergone four series of chemo- Katz, president of the registry, said 


One casualty of 
reduced spending on 
education may be 
women’s history 
programs. 


school curricula, to develop an annual 
poster featuring local women as di- 
verse as Sheffield slave Mum Bett and 
Pittsfield skier Heidi Voelker whose 
lives have influenced our community 
and an essay contest for schoolchildren 
to write about ordinary women who 
influence them and others in the 
Berkshires. 

In 1987 another congressional reso- 
lution declared March Women’s His- 
tory Month, 

The theme of the 1990 celebration, 
“Courageous Voices Echoing in Our 
Ears,” is particularly appropriate in 
Massachusetts, where efforts to write 
women back into history may be 
threatened by the disarray in the 
state’s finances. So local women are 
approaching this year’s activities with 
a mixture of hope and concern. 

Hope springs from the sound suc- 
cesses of the past. The outpouring of 
participation across the Berkshires, 
not only in celebrating a single month, 
but in the promotion of women’s his- 
tory year round in local schools shows 
a firm commitment. Former City 
Councilor Mary Ellen Ausman of 
Pittsfield is encouraged by the area’s 
response to celebration activities, es- 
pecially in a year when so much at- 
tention is taken up with budget con- 
cerns. She points out that the real- 
woman essay contest has drawn more 
than 100 entries from local schools. 

But this year does hold concern if 
women’s voices from the past are to be 
heard in the future, for the state’s 
fiscal crisis has community after 
community scrambling to keep their 
educational systems intact. 

In Adams, voters reluctantly voted 
down a much needed school expansion. 
In Pittsfield, there’s talk of closing 
schools five weeks early. 

In Lee, more than 200 parents and 
teachers turned out at a hearing on 
proposed cuts in the school budget. 

If the projected state shortfalls ma- 
terialize and we choose to reduce 
spending on our children’s education, 
one casualty may be women’s history 
programs. 

The goal of women’s history efforts 
is to regain a key part of our heritage 
and to incorporate it not as some kind 
of independent module to be taught in 
addition to ‘‘regular” history, but 
rather as a part of the story of all the 
people who have shaped this nation. 

But that goal is far from achieved. 
Today teaching women’s history still 
requires an investment in teacher ed- 
ucation and the resources to comple- 
ment traditional history approaches. 

The importance of continuing the 
inroads made over the past few years 
is clear. Women’s history is not a frill. 

Author and historian David C. 
McCullough writes, “History is who we 
are and why we are the way we are.”’ 
His words serve to warn us that if we 
ignore or minimize the roles of women 
in the past, it will be much more 
difficult to develop positive attitudes 
about equality in the future. 

So the courageous voices from the 
past need to celebrated and joined by 
persistent voices of today, for in se- 
curing women’s history we build the 
foundation for a stronger future for all. 


Laurie Forfa, a Lee resident, is vice 
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LEE — A group of residents is launch- 
ing a campaign to raise money and find 
potential donors for 35-year-old Carl 
Shirley, a Lee native who is. suffering 
from leukemia and needs a bone marrow 


| transplant. 


“Finding a match for Carl will be like 
finding a needle in a haystack,” said 
organizer Charlotte Davis of Lee. ‘But 
we couldn’t turn our backs.” 

Shirley, an actor who lives in New 
York City, was diagnosed with acute 
leukemia last June, according to his 
mother, Gladys Shirley of Tyringham. 


therapy treatments and remains very ill 
and frail, she said. 

“There is no cure, and only a bone 
marrow transplant can save_his life,” 
said Gladys Shirley. ‘He needs only one 
donor, but it takes 20,000 people to find 
the right match.”’ 


Carl Shirley appeared on Sally Jesse 
Raphael’s talk show Feb. 16 to discuss 
his plight and the lack of donors, al- 
though there is a growing movement to 
encourage more donors. 

The Shirley family is working with the 
New Jersey Human Leukocyte Antigen 
Registry to find potential donors. Eli 


there are seven independent registries 
across the country, plus the National 
Bone Marrow Donor Program under the 
government’s National Institutes of 
Health. 


Volunteers 


The government program provides 
donors to the transplant centers, while 
independent registries help families find 
donors. Katz said his registry is run by 
volunteers and has collected 10,000 do- 
nors in 2% years. He started the registry 
after he searched the world and spent 
$1.2 million on a successful bone marrow 


Lee group seeks money, donors 
for native’s marrow transplant 
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through all three tests and the 
final procedure if indeed they 
match up with a recipient. 

“At every level of testing, the 
donor can say no. We just hope 
they don’t say it at the final 
stage,”’ said Katz. 

In the first test, two small vials 
of blood are extracted from the 
donor and analyzed for leukocyte 
antigens on the white blood cells 
that match those of the recipient. 
This costs about $70, and the do- 
nor’s name goes _ into registry 
computers for matches with fu- 
ture recipients. 


Clinic planned 


Davis said the Lee group is or- 
ganizing a daylong clinic some- 
time in March for Berkshire 
County residents to donate blood 
and become a part of the registry. 
The test will cost donors $60, but 
she said the group hopes to raise 
money to cover the fee for donors 
who can’t afford it. 

If there is a potential match, 
four more vials of blood are 
drawn and more tests are done to 
confirm an exact match. In the 
third and final test, Katz said the 
leukocytes of the donor and re- 
cipient are mixed to see if there is 

| any rejection or reaction. 


When it is time for the trans- 
plant, the donor is hospitalized 
and is put under anesthesia while 
a doctor injects a needle into the 
hip bone and extracts about a pint 
of blood, containing about 11% 
teaspoons of bone marrow to be 
used in the transplant, he said. 

A donor remains hospitalized 
overnight and will be sore for 
several days, Katz said, although 
his body will replace what was 
taken. When transplanted, the 
donated marrow serves as a seed, 
manufacturing new blood cells in 
the recipient. 

The donor pays for the first 
test, and the subsequent tests are 
paid by the recipient’s insurance 
companies. Most private insurers 
cover the $100,000 to $250,000 cost 
of a bone marrow transplants, 
Katz said. 


No insurance 


In Shirley’s case, he has no in- 
surance, His mother and his fa- 
ther, ‘Carl Shirley Sr. of Stock- 
bridge, are trying to cover the 
medical bills, which could exceed 
$200,000. 


The chances are greater of 
finding a match within the family, 
but Gladys Shirley said Carl’s 
only sister provided a blood sam- 
ple, but it didn’t match. A public 
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Carl Shirley 


appeal for donors, she said, 
seemed to be the only route, and 
Davis, her longtime friend, 
agreed to help. 

The group, Davis said, is ar- 
ranging for a bank account and 
trying to attract more members 
from throughout the county. Its 
name, though not official yet, will 
probably be Friends for Carl. 
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_ LEE — In exchange for dump- 
ing residential trash in the local 
landfill, hauler Nelson Daley last 
night offered to handle the town’s 
recycling operation for free. z 
Daley told the Selectmen he 
would accept recyclables from 
residents Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at no charge. He said 
he would set up the recycling fa- 
cility, provide an attendant and 
haul the recyclables away. 

The town is facing a cost of 
about $26,000 to set up a facility, 
pay an attendant and pay to have 
glass, metal and paper trans- 
ported to the state Materials Re- 
covery Facility in Springfield. An 
article to appropriate the money 
has been placed on the town war- 
rant. 

Instead, Daley is asking for a 
waiver of the $5 per load of resi- 
dential trash that his hauling 
company will have to pay to the 
town beginning March 12. He op- 
erates the transfer station at the 
dump. 

The Selectmen said they were 
intrigued by the offer. 

Department of Public Works 
Superintendent J. Peter Scolforo 
told the Selectmen he would have 
to discuss the matter with the rest 
of the DPW board. 

“It sounds like a good idea, 


hauler in Lee — 
offers free recycling | 
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though,” he said. B. BS 
In another matter, the board 
agreed to discuss placing an arti- | 
cle on the warrant rescinding the 
remainder of a $1 million bond for 
repairs to Town Hall because of 
the current state financial situa- 
tion. DPW Chairman Joseph 


’ Castronova said he believed the 


renovations could be put off for a | 
year or more. 

Town Representative James 
Nolan, who had suggested a simi- 
lar move, told the board he was 
not against renovating Town Hall, 
“but there seems to be so many 
other places where that money 
could do more good.” 

“With the roof fixed, it would 
seem that the Town Hall is no 
longer in danger of further major 
deterioration,’ Castronova said. | 
“When we voted that money, we 
were in fat city. We’re not in fat 
city anymore.” 

Town Counsel Jerome Scully 
said the town could rescind the 
vote if it wished. 

The town has spent about 
$275,000 renovating the roof. Se- 
lectmen Chairman Diane Roosa 
said the committee preparing 
plans for more renovations to the 
building would come before the 
board shortly. 

Scolforo suggested that the Se- 
lectmen and DPW board discuss 
the matter at that time. 


| 
| 


_ To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 
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I was appalled by the suspen- 


| sion of 16 students at Simon’s 


Rock [Eagle, Feb. 17). The ap- 
peals committee was wise to re- 
duce the suspensions to social 
probation. 

School officials claim that the 
students who confronted the of- 
fenders were using “terrorist 
tactics and “‘taking justice into 


their own hands.” These phrases 


ia 


_ suggest violence 


and the use of 


force, such as throwing grenades 
or slinging . Yet, no one ac- 


' knowledged that there was any 


violence. 


Even after the suspensions were 
lifted, Dean Elaine Handley and 
others continued to criticize the 
students, and focus their concern 
on the faculty and the ‘‘emotional 
damage suffered by the ac- 
cused.” Unfortunately, this atti- 
tude is not new. It is mirrored in 
our society as a whole and in our 
criminal justice system. Children, 
youth and women who are sexu- 


‘Lee boards fighting each other 
‘consider out-of-court armistice 


if ont By Derek Gentile 
- Berkshire Eagle Staff 
" LEE — In an attempt to un- 
*ravel a legal tangle that is al- 
!ready confusing and costly, 
* members of the Housing Author- 
‘ ity Monday night discussed with 
« the Selectmen the possibility of an 


lh — eee f 


ally harassed or abused are con- 
stantly mistrusted, humiliated 
and punished when they speak | 
up for themselves. This powerful 
system of denial works to protect 
the perpetrators. 


The college is now re-evaluating 
its policy on sexual harassment. I 
am glad that there are some stu- 
dents around with the courage to 


force the issue. 
(Rev.) MARY C. MOSCHELLA 
Lee 
The writer is minister at 
First Congregational Church, 


Lee. 


Polastri to be guest 
of Concerned Citizens 


LEE — The Concerned Citizens 
of Lee, a citizens’ action group 


| opposed to the proposed Tenaska 


co-generation plant, is sponsoring 
an evening discussion with Pitts- 
field Ward 2 City Councilor Sheila 
Polastri on Friday at 7 p.m. at the 
Senior Center. Le. 

The Altresco co-generation 
plant is in Polastri’s ward. The 


_ plant is the center of controversy 


/-as the smokestacks, 


originally 
planned and approved for a height 
of 130 feet, were built to a height 


| of 208 feet. 


Polastri will discuss how resi- 
dents of her district were misled. 
Their experience, she _ believes, 
may relate to the proposed 120 
megawatt co-generation plant to 
be developed by Tenaska Inc. and 


| built at Kimberly-Clark’s Col- 


umbia Mill in Lee. 


-2%7- 7° 
A spokesman for the Lee group 


| said it is composed of Lee resi- 


dents who believe that the gener- 


_ ation of electric power should not 
endanger public safety. Fa, SB 


Wy (, out-of-court settlement between 
a 4. P the two parties. 


At issue is an appeal by the 
Selectmen of a decision handed 
down by the state Housing Ap- 
peals Committee. In that decision, 
the Housing Appeals Committee 
ordered the-town’s Zoning Board 
of Appeals to issue a comprehen- 
sive permit for 16 units of afford- 
able housing off Marble Street. 

The decision was itself gener- 
ated by an appeal of the ZBA’s 
decision to deny the permit in the 
first place. This first appeal was 
made by the Housing Authority in 
January of 1989. 

The double appeal has placed 
the Selectmen against the Hous- 
ing Authority. Monday night, 
Housing Authority attorney Don- 
ald C. Hunter suggested the two 
groups try to achieve an accord 
before the matter is adjudicated 
in Superior Court. 

“Essentially, we’re fighting 
ourselves,” said Hunter. “We’re 
spending our own money.” 


Hunter’s suggestion was to 
phase in the 16-unit project, per- 
haps eight units at a time. The 
principal reason the town has 
balked at issuing the permit, 
Hunter said, is a town morato- 
rium on large developments. The 
moratorium was issued in 1987 
and will probably remain in effect 
until the capacity of the town’s 
wastewater treatment plant is 
expanded. 

Selectman William Bean, who 
was an original opponent of the | 
project, said circumventing the 
moratorium would invite other 
developers to challenge it. 

Hunter replied that the town 
already had a defensible position | 
in such a case: The permit has 
been ordered by the Housing Ap- | 
peals Committee. He added that | 
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other developments in town would 
probably be privately financed. 
This project, he said, was being 
done with tax dollars. 

“The need for this housing is 
there,” he said. “We have an 
out.” 


Housing Authority Chairman 
Francis J. Foley said about 
$130,000 has already been spent on 
engineering reports and site in- 
spections. Another $2 million has 
been set aside to complete it. 


“What makes you think the 
money is even there, given the 
state financial situation?” Bean 
asked. , 

Hunter replied that as far as he 
knew, the money was still avail- 
able. 

Selectman Joseph DuPont sug- 
gested the Housing Authority seek 
existing properties, that, given 
the soft housing market, might be 
available for a bargain. Foley 
said that such units would be dif- 
ficult, if not legally impossible, to 
manage. 

Selectmen Chairman Diane 
Roosa said she was willing to look 
into some way of settling the con- 
troversy and told the Housing 
Authority that the Selectmen 
would discuss it with town counsel 
Jerome J. Scully. 
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| Jt appears that all the contro- 
versy regarding the proposed co- 
generation plant in Lee is made 
up of three major issues: safety, 
_ environment and employment. 
J have not heard Kimberly- 
Clark or Tenaska mention the al- 
 ternatives to the project. There 
_ are alternatives. 
Why doesn’t Kimberly-Clark 
update and modernize their cur- 
- rent boiler system? Modernization 
could reduce cost and make the 
_ plant more energy-efficient. 
4 Why doesn’t Kimberly-Clark 
, Propose a smaller company-run 
co-generation plant to meet its 
own energy needs? Based on cal- 
culations, it would only need a 3- 
megawatt to 5-megawatt plant. 
Why are they proposing a 120- 
megawatt plant to be run by an 
outside company? 
The Berkshire Hilton in Pitts- 
field and Pfizer in Adams have 
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These plants are less than 5 


megawatts and satisfy all the 


safety, environment and em- 
ployment issues that divide the 
town of Lee. 

Is hydroelectric a viable solu- 


tion? Kimberly-Clark is bounded — 


by the Housatonic River. 

Kimberly-Clark does have the 
financial resources to invest in 
Lee and modernize its energy fa- 
cilities. Gross sales in 1988 were 
$5.4 billion and income $379 mil- 
lion. Why does it want an outside 
company (Tenaska) to develop 
and then subcontract out the 
running of the plant? 

The town of Lee has supported 
Kimberly-Clark for years. If it 
needs this plant, why doesn’t it 
consider the opinions of the 6,131 
people who live in Lee and not 
just an outside developer (Ten- 
aska)? 

DORENE DiTOMASSO 

Lee , 
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PHS falls< 


in tourney 


The Lee High girls’ basketball 
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team began its defense of the 
Western Mass. Division 3 basket- 
ball crown on a winning note, as 
Shannon Driscoll poured in a 
season-high 24 points in last 
night’s 64-42 quarterfinal victory 
over Putnam. 

Meanwhile, in Division 1 action, 
seventh-seeded Pittsfield suffered 
a 70-50 quarterfinal defeat to sec- 
ond-seeded Cathedral. 


Girls’ Basketball 


The county’s other two tour- 
nament teams, Monument Moun- 
tain and Lenox, had quarterfinal 
round byes. Monument (19-1), the 
top seed in the Division 2 tour- 
nament, will meet fourth-seeded 
Greenfield (19-2), a 74-56 winner 
over Palmer last night, in the 
semifinals. Lenox (16-4), the No. 1 
seed in Division 3, will face 
fourth-seeded Frontier, which 
posted a 51-33 win over Monson 
last night. 

Lee (17-3), the No. 2 seed in 
Division 3, will play third-seeded 
Hopkins Academy (17-4), which 
beat Ware 68-51 last night. 

The times and dates of the boys’ 
and girls’ semifinals will be an- 
nounced today. 


Lee 64, Putnam 42 


LEE — The Wildcats employed 
a simple strategy: contain Put- 
nam’s Marie Boone on the offen- 
sive end and attack her when she 
played defense. 

Simply put, 
worked. 

Driscoll, at 6-feet-1, fired in 14 
points in the first half against the 
5-foot-6 Putnam center. Driscoll 
tossed in six as Lee mounted a 
quick 18-8 first-quarter lead, then 
she fired in eight more as the 
Wildcats took a 30-19 advantage 
into the locker room at halftime. 


“Boone plays low on their 3-2 
zone,” said Lee coach Tom Cin- 
ella, ‘and we put Shannon Dris- 
coll in her area and tried to go 
inside to her. Shannon was five or 
ae taller than anyone they 

a | at 

Boone picked up three fouls in 
the first half and eventually 
fouled out in the fourth quarter, 
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Level funding in Lee, p 


may cut off override! 
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Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Finance Committee 
told the Selectmen last night that 
if the town level-funds all budgets, 
it may be able to avoid an over- 
ride by using its cash reserves. 

The Finance Committee admit- 
ted this information was based on 
a presumption not exactly set in 
stone — that the state would not 
cut town aid any further. 

‘We have to base our figures on 
that,’ said committee member 
Dennis Mountain, ‘otherwise if 
we get cut again we go under with 
the other 350 towns in the state.” 

Chairman Robert B. Trask told 
the Selectmen that the town’s 
budget will be around $8 million, 
assuming level funding. About 
$4.3 million will come in via taxa- 
tion, $1.7 million via local receipts 
and $1.6 million in state aid. That 
left a $400,000 shortfall that the 
committee estimated could come 
from available free cash. 


Contingency plan 
Selectman William Bean, who 


| told the Finance Committee he 
| did not want to attempt an over- 


ride of the tax levy limit, asked 
committee members if they had a 
contingency plan should the an- 
ticipated state money fall 


through. 


Mountain said no, simply be- 


cause if the state withheld the 
spring payment, it would happen 


there would be little to do. 


| so late in the fiscal year that 
| 


‘“‘We’ll have to assume the state 


has some way of helping us,” he 
| said. ‘‘They have to know that 


every town in Massachusetts 
would be in big trouble if they 
held the payment.”’ 
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with 4:49 to play. Although she 
scored a team-high 11 points, that 
was below her 16.2-point average. 
“We knew most of their offense 
revolved around Marie Boone,” 
said Cinella. ‘‘I knew if we didn’t 
play her properly, she can domi- 
nate a game, but Michele Naventi 
au a real good job defensing 
er.” 
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Bean asked Lee Superintendent 


of Schools Henry T. Zukowski, 
who was also at the meeting, if 
any thought had been given to 
closing the schools on May 30. 
Zukowski replied that such a 
move would be illegal and the 
state would require Lee to keep 
the schools open 180 days. 


“State law says we have to keep 


the schools open 180 days,’’ he 
said, ‘‘it’s our duty to figure out 
| how.” 


joined two of her fellow starters 
on the Putnam bench. Guard 
Kristie Bedinelli made an early 
exit in the third quarter, and 
forward Katie Manning left the 
game with five fouls before 
Boone’s departure. 


Meanwhile, Lee kept rolling up 


the points. The Wildcats were up 
47-34 through three quarters, as 


In other business, the board told 
the Lee Concerned Citizens it 
would consider a request by Bean 
to put a ballot question on the 
annual town warrant concerning 
co-generation. The question would 
ask residents how they felt about 
siting a co-generation plant in 
Lee. 

But members of the group were 
not in favor of such a question, 
saying they were concerned that 
its wording would send conflicting 
signals to residents. 

“J would hate for the question 
to be construed as being for or 
against industry,’’ said Scott 
Dinan, one of the group’s mem- 
bers. 

“That’s not the issue here.”’ 


More information 


Dinan said the residents of the 
town need more information 
about the Tenaska project, which 
is proposed for Kimberly-Clark’s 
Columbia Mill site in town. Ten- 
aska, he said, has not been forth- 
coming with environmental and 
other facts about the plant, which 
is sited in a largely residential 
area. 

He suggested the town order an 
environmental study of the 
project using an outside engineer. 
Tenaska would be required to pay 
for the study, under town bylaws. 
Other residents echoed this re- 
quest. 


Selectmen Diane Roosa and 
Joseph DuPont agreed that they 
did not have enough information 
about the project and told the 
group they would discuss both 
suggestions. 


In other business, the Selectmen 
agreed to ask the Department of 
Public Works to lend workers for 
about two hours at the beginning 
and end of the holiday season to 
put up Christmas lights. 


The request came from several 
members of the Chamber of 
Commerce, who told the board 
that all that would be needed is a 
man or men to take the lights out 
of storage, test them, and replace 
any that were dead. The town’s 
cable company strings the lights 
up. 


Driscoll tossed in 10 more points, 
then they rattled off a 16-2 run to 
start the fourth quarter and put 
the game away, 63-36 with 3:30 
remaining. 

Along with Driscoll, Jessie 
McManmon and Katie Cinella hit 
double figures for Lee with 10 
points apiece. McManmon also 
pulled down a team-high 11 re- 
bounds, and Marcie Skowron 
dished off eight assists. 
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By Derek Gentile 
Special to The Eagle 


LEE — Apple Tree Books, a 


"store specializing in books and 


handmade greeting cards, opened 
last month at 87 Main St. 

Owner Denise Talabach of 
Washington said the new store 
was her first foray into a business 
of her own. She used a loan of 
$40,000 to finance refurbishing the 
space and stocking the shelves. 

. The 1,600-square-foot space was 
previously the home of a jewelry 
_ Store and, briefly, a consignment 
shop. 

Talabach said she spent from 
‘November until January renovat- 
ing the space. The renovations 
included installing a new rug, re- 
pairing the ceiling, painting the 
interior and installing reinforced 
shelves. The old shelves, she said, 
were not strong enough to hold 
books. 

Talabach stocks both hard- 
cover and paperback titles, as 
well as greeting cards, handmade 
candles, some jewelry and book- 
related games. She said the 
greeting cards are mostly hand- 
made and offbeat. 

“T tend to lean toward the un- 
usual as far as the greeting cards 
go,”’ she said. “I want to offer 
something no one else has.” 

Talabach said her store offers a 
large selection of children’s 
books, as well as a playroom. The 


A Book anal card store 
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Derek Gentile 


Apple Tree Bookstore owner Denise Talabach, rear, and her daughter Chelsea Bernazzi. 


playroom, she said, allows moth- 
ers to browse while their children 
are occupied. 

Talabach runs the store with 
her daughter, Chelsea Bernazzi. 


The store is open from 9:30 until 
5:30 Monday . through Saturday, 
although Talabach admitted 
sheepishly that her extended 
commute sometimes means she 


sometimes doesn’t make it in un- 
til about 9:45. 

“Maybe we should say quarter 
of 10 to 5:30,” she said with a 
laugh. 


School board approves spending 


$199,000 for roofing, furnaces jy be 
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Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The School Committee 
last night approved the expendi- 
ture of $199,200 to cover the cost 
of the latest phase in the district’s 
capital improvement program. 

According to building supervi- 
sor James Gralla, the funds will 
cover reroofing the Hyde wing 
and the new wing at the Lee Cen- 
tral School and replacing two 
furnace burners at the high 
school. Gralla said the price tag 
includes $33,000 in contingency 
fees because the project was de- 
signed two years ago. 

District Superintendent Henry 
T. Zukowski told the committee 
the Selectmen have approved the 
placing of the article calling for 
the money on this year’s town 
warrant. That article, he said, 
will be tabled, however, and re- 
called at a meeting set tentatively 
for October. 


The town plans to schedule a 
special town meeting in October 
to address many of its special 
warrant expenditures. Zukowski 
said the later meeting will take 
place after the town has been ap- 
prised of the state aid situation. 

The two articles will also re- 
quire approval from the town’s 
capital outlay committee. Zuk- 
owski said he has a meeting with 
that group next week. 

Gralla said the tabling will not 
hurt the construction table for the 
two projects, as they would not 
have begun until next summer 
anyway. 

Gralla also told the committee 
that two other capital improve- 
ment projects already under way 
would be completed by the July 30 
deadline. The two projects are 
replacing 115 windows and retub- 
ing two boilers at the Central 
School. The Capital Outlay 
Committee approved the expense 


with the proviso that they be done 
by July 30. 


Zukowski also told the board 
that police have questioned two 


Suspects in connection with recent | 


vandalism done to the high 
school. Zukowski said he will re- 
quest financial restitution for the 
damage done to the outside walls 
of the school. 

In other business, the board: 

> Voted to appoint Robert Ec- 
cher assistant varsity baseball 
coach at a salary of $1,212. 


> Announced that the PTO will 
sponsor a presentation by Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts. profes- 
sor John Hruska on ‘Parenting 
and Schooling Children in a 
Stressful World.” The talk is 
slated for March 14 at the Lee 
Central School Cafeteria at 7. 

» Approved the transfer of 
$1,500 to fund repairs to a refrig- 
eration unit at the high school. 
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John D. Ejisenhour, left, executive vice president of E.C.H. Will Manufacturing 
Corp., and Uwe Lemburg, president, said the slowdown in orders fore one-week 
layoffs of 20 employees and permanent layoffs of 10 others this winter. 4 ag 
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E.C.H. Will: Orders slu 
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delays construction of plant 


By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

LEE — E.C.H. Will Manufacturing Corp., the 
West German company that bought the assets of 
Clark-Aiken Matik Inc. last November, has put 
plans for a new plant on hold for about a year. 

Uwe Lemburg, who last month abruptly suc- 
ceeded Eric J. Herzlich in the top post, said that 
the local priorities had changed during the three 
months of the company’s ownership. 

Alluding to the softening of orders the company 
has experienced in the past several weeks, he 
said “our first priority is to organize the com- 
pany in a way to make it ready for future 
business.”’ 

His associate, John D. Eisenhour, executive 
vice president, said the company’s focus in the 
next few months “‘is to build a team so that we 
can aggressively approach the marketplace.” 

E.C.H. Will announced in November it would 
immediately begin to seek 15 to 20 acres in the 
Lee area to build a state-of-the-art, 75,000- to 
100,000-square-foot plant. The original schedule 
anticipated a spring ground breaking. 

The new building plan has not been abandoned, 
Lemburg said, only postponed. 

“We just decided that project was too much to 
undertake right now so we have lowered it as a 
priority,’ he said. ‘‘We simply would rather 
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.for sales with a base at the com- 
‘pany’s only other U.S. plant in 
Sheboygan, Wis. He said he was 
.transferred to Lee in January to 
consolidate some sales and engi- 
neering efforts. In early Febru- 
ary, he said, he was asked 
whether he would consider ac- 
cepting the job of president to 
replace Herzlich. 


Searching for employment 


_ Herzlich, reached at his home 
in Connecticut, said that his de- 
parture was unexpected and that 
he is now looking for another job. 
He had been associated with 
Clark-Aiken since 1988. 


Lemburg, 46, said he has been 
associated with E.C.H. Will for 21 
years with positions in its U.S. 
operations since 1979. Eisenhour, 
44, said he had been associated 
with Beloit Corp.’s Jones Division 


in orders for plant delay 3“ 


spend money and effort on strengthening the core 
of our business operation instead of on bricks and 
mortar. 

Lemburg also said the company will have to 
invest in new machinery to stay competitive but 
declined to estimate the amount of that invest- 
ment. 

Both executives pointed out that the company’s 
business has historically experienced peaks and 
valleys. Their objective, they said, is to achieve a 
more consistent work flow, partly through more 
aggressive marketing and partly through better 
coordination of work with the parent company. 

The Lee plant manufactures folio size sheeters, 
a name that refers to the machinery that at- 
taches to paper-making machines to cut the rolls 
of paper into appropriate “‘sheets.”’ 

E.C.H. Will, with headquarters in Hamburg, 
West Germany, is the world leader in the manu- 
facture of ‘‘cut-size”’ sheeters, a smaller version 
of the product made in Lee. 

The elevation of Lemburg to the No. 1 job in 
the company’s Lee plant and the departure of 
Herzlich came as a surprise to both. Both said 
they were not familiar with the details of the 
decision, and knew only that it had been made by 
the company’s “‘board’’ in West Germany. 

Lemburg said that he had been vice president 
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cently as director of o i 
and administration. od eee 
E.C.H. Will is part of a much 
larger conglomerate called the 
Koerber Group, a holding com- 
pany for 16 companies in West 
Germany, France and the United 
States with total annual sales of 
$650 million. The Lee operation is 
one of six E.C.H. Will companies. 
Lemburg and Eisenhour said 
orders have eased off in the last 
few months as part of the down- 
turn in the overall economy. As a 
result the company instituted one- 
week layoffs for 20 employees this 
winter and permanent layoffs for 
10 others, leaving a current em- 
ployment of 114. That number is 
expected to be maintained. 
Although .orders are off, they 
said they are maintaining their 
sales goal of $10 million for the 
year. Sales include replacement 
and spare parts for the sheeters. 
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a Berkshire County school. 


Lenox (17-4) and 


__‘Top-seeded 
second-seeded Lee (18-3), the 


tournament’s defending cham- 


pion, made certain of that last 


night at Cathedral High. Lenox 
knocked off fourth-seeded Fron- 
tier 44-34 in the 


opening game, 


and Lee edged out third-seeded 


Hopkins Academy 56-53 in the 


nightcap. 

That sets up a Saturday morn- 
ing showdown at 10:45 at the 
Springfield Civic Center between 
the South County arch rivals. 

“Tm just so happy Lee and 
Lenox are in,’’ said Lee coach 
Tom Cinella with a wide smile. 
“One of the two is going to win.” 

The teams have met three 
times this year. Lee took the first 
independent contest, 41-27 on Dec. 
15, then Lenox won both Berk- 
shire County League games, 46-43 
in Lee on Jan. 22 and 63-49 in 
Lenox on Feb. 12. 


- Lenox 44, Frontier 34 


The Millionaires might not have 
reached the final if not for the 
inspired fourth-quarter play of 
sophomore Samantha Herrick. 

Frontier held a slim 28-27 lead 
through three periods when the 5- 
foot-10 Lenox forward finally 
started to assert herself on the 
offensive end. 

With 7 minutes to play, Herrick 
powered her way inside for two 
points to push Lenox ahead by a 
point, then after Frontier’s Betsy 


Div. 3 Girls i yp) 


Skribiski answered at the other 
end, Herrick banked in a feed 
from guard Sherry Zabian to put 


‘the Millionaires ahead for good. 


“We just finally had someone 
who knew where the money was,” 
said Lenox coach Lafave. “Sherry 
Zabian made some unbelievable 

es.”” 

Herrick canned an 18-footer to 
up the lead to 35-32, and after 
Skribiski banked in another hoop, 
Herrick and center Nancy Farr 
took over for the Millionaires. 

Farr nailed a 17-footer from the 
baseline with 3:29 left, then Her- 
rick converted a rebound of her 
own miss plus a foul shot for a 40- 
34 advantage with 2:14 to play. 
Herrick drilled a feed from Holly 
McCormack with 1:45 remaining, 
then Farr netted another feed 
from McCormack with 30 seconds 
to play to ice the victory. 

The Redskins frantically fired 
up three-pointers in the closing 
minutes, but they couldn’t connect 
on any of those or their offensive 
rebounds. 

“We have to play 32 minutes, 
and we only played 27,” said 
Frontier coach Vi Goodnow. ‘‘The 
last five minutes, we lost it on the 
defensive end, and that cost us 
the game.” 

In the final quarter, the Red- 
skins hit just 3 of 11 shots, while 
Lenox swished 8 of 11. 

The Millionaires were nearly as 
hot in the first quarter, sinking 6 
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To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 

Why are there so many power 
plants being proposed in Berk- 
shire County? There are four 
plants in the planning process: 


+ two in Lee, one in Pittsfield and 


one in North Adams. 


The power generated by these 
four plants (Tenaska, Lee, 120 
megawatts; O’Brien/Mead, South 
Lee 66 megawatts; Altresco, 
Pittsfield, 160 megawatts; Merid- 
ian, North Adams, 120 mega- 
watts) will equal 40 percent of the 
total power of Seabrook in New 
Hampshire. 

All of these plants will consume 
a large amount of gas, oil or coal 
on a daily basis. For example, 
Tenaska will use 24 million cubic 
feet of natural gas or 115,000 gal- 
lons of oil per day. We must not 
forget what happened back in 
December to oil and gas prices. 
Everyone should take a closer 
look at how much fuel these 
plants will be using and remem- 
ber the supply and demand theory 


when we go to purchase oil and 
gas for our personal or business 
use. 

The majority of the electricity 
being generated by these power 
plants will go to the New England 
Power Pool and then on to eastern 


| 


i 
| 
\| 


Massachusetts. Depending on the 


county, eastern Massachusetts 
electric rates are up to 40 percent 


lower than the Berkshires. In ad- - 
dition, if eastern Massachusetts — 


doesn’t need all this power in the 
future, our local utility companies 
will be forced by law to buy this 
excess power, thus passing the 
additional cost to its customers. 


It doesn’t make sense for the © 


residents of Berkshire County to 
get dumped with the problems 
associated with these plants — 
noise, site, safety, environment 
and high utility cost, not to men- 
tion lower property values — for 
the rest of our lives, while eastern 
Massachusetts and the outside 
developers reap the benefits. 

PAUL DiTOMASSO 
Lee 
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of 10 attempts as they raced to a 
15-4 lead. 

The hot streak didn’t last, how- 
ever, and Lenox didn’t score an- 
other point against Frontier’s 
changing zone defenses for the 
next 5:16. 

“They played good defense,” 
said Lafave, ‘‘and we just didn’t 
move against their zone. We just 
didn’t pass the ball well.” 

Frontier closed to 15-11 early in 
the second quarter before Herrick 
finally broke the cold spell with a 
short jumper in the key with 3:09 
to play in the first half. 

The Redskins soon narrowed 
the margin to two points on foul 
shots ,by Skribiski and Holly 
Drake, before Herrick struck 
again with 1:32 left to put Lenox 
up 19-15. 

Frontier guard Brenna Smith 
answered wih a_ three-pointer 
from the top of the key, but 
McCormack’s elbow jumper gave 
Lenox a 21-18 lead at the half. 

“Tt’s been nine days since our 
last game,”’ said Lafave, ‘‘and it’s 
difficult to keep up the intensity 
after such a long layoff. I didn’t 
like the way we practiced yester- 
day, and the way we played to- 
night.” 

But alas, it was good enough for 
a win. 

“Tt wasn’t pretty,”’ said Lafave 
with a smile, ‘“‘but tomorrow 
morning, the ‘W’ will look pretty 
good.” 

Herrick led Lenox with 22 points 
and 10 rebounds, and Farr backed 
her with 12 points. 

Skribiski paced Fronter with 10 
points. 


Lee 56, Hopkins 53 


Like Lenox, Lee found itself 
scrambling in the fourth quarter. 

The Wildcats took a slim 39-38 
lead into the final period and 
quickly pushed the margin to 11 
points behind three-pointers by 
Marcie Skowron and Katie Cine- 


Ila, but when Skowron fouled out | 


with 5:34 left, the pesky Golden 
Hawks clawed their way back into 
the game. 


“We're playing like the Boston 


Symphony Orchestra,” said Lee 
coach Cinella, ‘‘and she’s our 
conductor.” 

To boot, center Shannon Dris- 
coll and forward Jessie M¢Man- 
mon were battling foul trouble as 
well. Each finished with four. 

With 4:43 to play, Hopkins sen- 


Earnings, assets increase 
at First National in Lee 


ae 


ior guard Terri Ciaglo drained a 
trifecta to cut the lead to 50-42, 
and after Driscoll sank a free 
throw for Lee, sophomore center 
Kathy Jekanowski banked in an 
offensive rebound to slice the lead 
to seven points, 51-44. 

The teams traded hoops to 53- 
46, and then the fast and furious 
fun began. 

Hopkins missed and pulled 
down the rebound five consecutive 
times, only to come up short, with 
Driscoll finally stamping out the 
assault with a rebound. 

After a Lee turnover, Hopkins’ 
Kate Kelley nailed an 18-footer 
with 1:53 left to close the gap to 
five points, at 53-48. 

Then came a critical intentional 
foul call that sent Kate Cinella to 
the line with 1:36 to play. 

“J think it brought our kids 
down psychologically,’’ said 
Hopkins coach Rick Berger, who 
disagreed with the call. 

“The girl actually grabbed 
Katie’s shirt,”’ said Coach Cinella. 
“That was a big play. She made 
one of the two foul shots and we 
got the ball back, and at that 
point, the ball was like gold.”’ 

Cinella dribbled around the 
backcourt, taking precious sec- 
onds off the clock, and finally 
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By Daniel Pearl 


Lee 


Div. 3 final 364 


drew another foul. A lin 
negated the shot, but Lee had 
54-48 lead with 1:21 anq th 
Golden Hawks were forced to fi 
up three-pointers. " 

Kelley sank a miss of one wi 
36 to play to cut the lead to 54-50, 
but Michele Naventi sank ty, 
pressure foul shots with 33 se 
onds left to lift the margin back 4 
six points. 

Kelley came through again w; 
a trifecta with 11 secant 
maining, but the Golden Hawk 
didn’t have enough time to mak 
up the difference. 

Hopkins fouled Naventi wit} 
three seconds left, and eve 
though she missed and the Golde 
Hawks got the rebound, the 
couldn’t manage anything but 
last-ditch bomb from the back 
court as the buzzer sounded. 

“We just did what we had to d 
to win the game,”’ said Cinella. 

Skowron, gutting out the lag 
two quarters after a halftim 
asthma attack, led Lee with 1 
points. Naventi backed her wi 
14, largely converting easy hoo; 
off the fast break, and McMa 
mon had 12. 

Kelley and Jekanowski had 
points apiece for Hopkins, an 
Ciaglo pitched in with 13. 
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LEE — The First National 
Bank of the Berkshires posted 
record earnings of $560,000 last 
year, with assets up 10.5 percent 
from 1988. 

_ The bank’s earnings rose from 
$557,000 in 1988. Shareholders re- 
ceived $5.82 per share as a cash 
dividend, and the remaining 
$432,000 remained in the capital 
accounts, the bank said. Its capi- 
tal‘to-assets ratio rose from 8.2 
percent in 1988 to 8.5 percent at 
the end of 1989. 

With assets of $44.8 million at 
year’s end, First National is the 
second-amallest in the county, but 
‘its return on average assets is 


among the best in the county. 


_Its officers are proposing set- 
ting up a holding company that 


; {azul allow it to acquire other 


ae “ 


banks or expand into new serv- 
ices. A special shareholders 
meeting is expected in May to act 
on the proposal. 


Bank president William J. 
Napolitano assured stockholders 
during an annual meeting last 
month that the bank would follow 
the same conservative policies 
under the new form of ownership. 


Most of the bank’s 1989 growth 
came from the deposit side, wit 
deposits rising 10 percent, to $40.6 
million, and outstanding loans up 
just 3 percent. Loans account for 
70 percent of the bank’s assets, 
down from 75 percent at the end 
of 1988. 

The bank made $1.1 million 


available to lower-income fami- 
lies in south Berkshire and North 


Adams to buy homes through the .- 


Massachusetts Housing Agency. 


- 
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Friends create creche 
in classmate’s memory 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_. LEE — Realizing they would no 
Tonger be able to build a friend- 
ship with her, five students at the 

entral School have built some- 
thing for the memory of a class- 
mate who was killed in an auto- 
mobile accident Dec. 17. 


The five, William Jansen,,Jen- 
nifer Felton, Tabitha Pennington, 
Grace Murray and Phillip Brez- 
nick, were 13-year-old Jennifer 
Williamson’s closest friends at the 
school, according to school offi- 
cials. Williamson was killed in 
December when the car she was 
riding in, driven by her brother 
Scott, struck a telephone pole. 


~ Yesterday, her friends pre- 
sented a set of finely crafted Na- 
tivity figures to Williamson’s 
grandparents, A. Maxwell and 
Margaret Williamson of Pleasant 
‘Street. Williamson had been living 
“With her grandparents for several 
*years following the divorce of her 


Se 


parents. 


“They were all very close to 
Jennifer,’ said Central School 
psychologist Warren Reynolds of 
the five students. ‘‘They had built 
something with her. They wanted 
to do something they thought 
would show Jennifer’s grandpar- 
ents how much they missed her.”’ 


Williamson and her five friends 
were unusual students in more 
ways than their togetherness. All 
were in regular classes at the 
Central School that were aug- 
mented by special tutored ses- 
sions, as well. They were drawn 
together by their individual chal- 
lenges. 


“They all worked very hard,” 
Reynolds said. ‘‘they were in dif- 
ferent classes together and built 
some very close ties.”’ 

By all accounts, Jennifer Wil- 
liamson was one of the hardest 
working students in the school. 


“She accepted challenges and 
completed them very diligently,’’ 
said resource room teacher Eliz- 
abeth Leahey. ‘‘If she didn’t do 
well the first time, she would 
never complain, she would just 
bounce back. She had already 
won one spelling contest this year 
and was on her way to winning 
another.” 

The prize, Leahey said, would 
have been a certificate to a local 
pizza shop. 


Worked with children 


Williamson was also a helper in 
the school library and worked 
with younger special-needs chil- 
dren at the school, Leahey said. 

“She enjoyed working with the 
little kids,’ Leahey said. ‘‘She 
was just the most pleasant girl 
I’ve ever had.” 

The ceramic Nativity figures 


Displaying creche they made in memory of 13-year-old 
Jennifer Williamson are William Jansen, Jennifer Felton, 


were sculpted by the three girls, 
while the two boys made the 
manger. They began work on it 
soon after Christmas break — 
soon after they heard of the trag- 


edy. 

Reynolds said that Jennifer had 
few friends outside her tiny 
group, but that this year she had 
begun widening her circle. 
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Tabitha Pennington, industrial arts teacher Phil O’Rourke, 
Grace Murray and Phillip Breznick. 


“It’s funny,’ he said. ‘When 
you’re in a kind of closed group 
like that, it’s not easy to mix. But 
she was just starting to branch 
out. Her friendships were widen- 


ing and things were going well for 
her. We believed that this year 
was going to-be a very good year 
for her. That’s why this is so 
ironic.” 


Love scene 


William Gangell, left, and Paula Pixley, standing in center, 
portray Roger and Mary in a scene from the Lee High 
School Drama Club’s production of ‘‘Voices From the High 
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Pay 


By Carol Sliwa B- 107 qo 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

NBC hypes its “‘Breakfast at Wimbledon” 
with strawberries and cream. 

Lee coach Tom Cinella calls this morn- 
ing’s Western Mass. Division 3 final ‘“Cof- 
fee and Donuts at the Civic Center.”’ 

At 10:45, his second-seeded Wildcats (18- 
3) will tangle with top-seeded Lenox (17-4), 
kicking off a full day of tournament bas- 
ketball games at the Springfield Civic Cen- 
ter. 

“Maybe we’re going to have to consult 
biorhythm charts to see how many are 
morning people,’’ said Cinella with a laugh. 
“But, I have a lot of these kids in class, and 
they seem like morning people.” 


Lenox shouldn’t have any major problem 
adjusting to the game time either, since the 
Millionaires practice every Saturday and 
Sunday at 11 a.m. 


{9% 4 
Humason will play 


‘Doreen Humason Xé¥* 
AM 


es 


A more pressing concern for them will be 
the game’s site. The Millionaires have 
never played in the cavernous Civic Center 
— whose background often gives teams fits 
in their debuts — while Lee has consider- 
ably more experience in arena-type halls. 


The Wildcats are the defending Western 
Mass. Division 3 champions, having won 
the title last year at the Civic Center, and 
they went on to claim the state champion- 
ship at the even more cavernous Worcester 
Centrum. 

“My son Jeff said maybe we should bring 
a tape measure down like they did in 
‘Hoosiers,’’’ said Lafave, recounting a 
scene from the popular basketball movie, in 
which a coach measures out the court to 
prove to his players that the dimensions are 
no different than those at any other gym. 

Although Lafave acknowledges his team’s 
unfamiliarity with the Civic Center could be 


in All-State Band 


LEE — Doreen Humason, first | 
chair clarinetist with the Lee 
High School Band, has been se- | 
lected for the Massachusetts All- 
State Band. | as 


Humason, a senior, is the | 
daughter of Larry and Jane | 
Humason of Otis. She will join 
other high school musicians who | 
were also selected on the basis of | 
successful auditions to form the 
All-State Band that will perform 
at the All-State Music Conference | 
on March 17 at Algonquin Re- 
gional High School in Northboro. 
This conference, which is spon- 
sored by the Massachusetts Music 
Educators Association, will also | 
feature the All-State Orchestra, 
Chorus and Jazz Ensemble. 


Humason has been selected to 
the Western Massachusetts Dis- 
trict Band for four consecutive 
years. She also plays piano in the 
school Jazz Ensemble. She was 
appointed to the All Senior Honor 
Band at the University of Massa- 
chusetts, was a member of the 
Berkshire United Way Band, per- 
formed as a member of the West- 
field State College Wind Sym- 
phony and attended the Westfield | 

| 


@ GIRLS, from D1 


mon (15.5 ppg) 


coll (9.7 ppg) at center, 


fense,’’ said Lafave, 
want a half-court game.” 


State College Summer Music 
Camp. 
- She is an honor student at Lee : 


High School and plans to major in 
- music at college in the fall. : | 


g eal 
Lee, Lenox 


Lee counters with a more bal- 
anced offensive attack, predicated 
on a running game. Kate Cinella 
(7.8 ppg) and Marcie Skowron 
(12.1 ppg) get the ball rolling, 
with the athletic Jessie McMan- 
and Michele 
‘Naventi (7.3 ppg) at the forward 
spots and 6-foot-1 Shannon Dris- 


“They want a 7-second of- 
“and we 


The teams have met three 


times, and when the Millionaires 
have controlled the tempo, they- 
’ve won. When Lee has, it’s won. 


The Wildcats beat Lenox 41-27 
in an independent game on Dec. 
15, but the Millionaires edged out 
Lee 46-43 in Lee on Jan. 22 and 
beat the Wildcats soundly, 63-49, 
on Feb. 12 in Lenox. 


“J think Fred Lafave said it 
that night: They played an almost 
perfect basketball game,’ ”’ said 
Cinella, commenting on the 
teams’ last meeting. ‘‘We didn’t 
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School”’ by Peter Dee. The play will start at 7:30 tonight : 
and tomorrow in the Lee High cafetorium. Tickets are $4 
for adults and $3 for students and senior citizens. 


| Lee, Lenox girls have 10:45 breakfast date 
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a factor, he also points out that his team’s 
strategy ‘‘is not an outside game.” 

The Lenox coach preaches shot selection, 
and as he points out, the Millionaires either 
“shoot from the elbow, go for a layup or 
give the ball to Sam.” 

Sam, of course, is 5-foot-10 sophomore 
Samantha Herrick, who won the Berkshire 
County scoring title with a 23.8 average. 

The shots from the elbow generally come 
from guards Nichole Field and Sherry 
Zabian and, of late, center Nancy Farr, 
who “red in 12 points in Lenox’s 44-34 
semixnal victory over Frontier Regional of 
South Deerfield. 

Feeding the ball to them are point guard 
Kerrie O’Brien and forward Holly McCor- 
mack, who had several big assists to Her- 
rick in the fourth quarter of the Frontier 
game to help vault her team into the finals. 


GIRLS, continued on D2 
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have breakfast date 


shoot as well as we could have 
and we made some mistakes, but 
they played a perfect basketball 
game.”’ 

He notes that an accumulation 
of little factors could decide the 
outcome. It might come down to 
foul trouble or who shoots better. 


And, between neighboring arch 


rivals, the intangibles are always 
a huge factor, too. 


“T think the bottom line,” said 
Lafave, “‘is which teams wants it 
more.” 


MAE 
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State Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, right, looks forward to spending TE with his family, 


from left, Patrick Kelly, Deborah Kelly Hodgkins and Jonathan Kelly. 


Hodgkins won't 5 


By Susanna Cooper 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — For the same reason 


that state Sen. Peter Webber de- 
| cided not to seek re-election to his 


sixth term in a time-consuming 
office — his family — state Rep. 
Christopher J. Hodgkins said yes- 


_\terday he will not campaign for 


Webber’s seat. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, told reporters 


_|at Town Hall that he will focus 


instead on his new role as hus- 


_|band and father. Hodgkins mar- 


ried the former Deborah Kelly in 
late January and now lives with 
her and her two sons, Patrick, 15, 


~\and Jonathan, 10. 


He described his first month of 
married life as an intense expe- 
rience. 

“Tt makes you realize that other 


oy 
_ Hodgkins jot a can 


_ for Webber’s Senat 


_ LEE — State Rep. Christo 
| B sigpah : pher 
__ J. Hodgkins said yesterday he will 
not run for the state Senate seat 
to be vacated by Peter C. Webber, 


dependent. 


not seek election to a sixth term. _ 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, has scheduled _ 


mre 
didate. 
e seat 


Edelman of Monterey has said he 
is considering running as an in- 


BL 


things are less important,’ he 
said. 

The travel associated with 
Webber’s seat, which covers a 
district of four counties, was one 
of the reasons Hodgkins decided 
against a Senate campaign. He 
said his current duties as state 
representative, with a much 
smaller constituency, saw him 
home for dinner only once this 
week. 

Hodgkins said he plans to run 
for his fifth term as state repre- 
sentative from the 4th Berkshire 
District, adding that he will not 
officially announce his candidacy 
until late April. 

He looks forward to continuing 
his chairmanship of the House 
Committee on Local Affairs, 
Hodgkins said, a position that will 


3-76-99 


eek Senate seat 


allow him to concentrate on 
planning issues, among others, 
and bolster his status as a leader 
in the House. 

He said he also looks forward to 
a re-election campaign that, for 
the first time in two elections, will 


offer some competition. Republi- ~ 


can Bruce C. Hull of Great Bar- 
rington has announced his candi- 
dacy and Independent James V. 
Edelman of Monterey has indi- 
cated an interest in the seat. 


Hodgkins. said his House seat is 
on the Republican’s “‘Top 10’? list 
of targets in the November elec- 
tion. He added, almost gleefully, 
that he welcomes the challenge 
and anticipates a ‘‘fun cam- 
paign.”’ 

He did not rule out a future run 
for state Senate, adding that “‘if I 
hadn’t just gotten married, I 
probably would do it.’’ 


He did not endorse any Senate 
candidate yesterday, but said the 
names of Bruce A. Garlow, circuit 
rider for Richmond and West 
Stockbridge, Pittsfield Sheriff 
Carmen C. Massimiano and West 
Stockbridge Selectman William 
Graulty have all been raised as 
possible Democratic candidates. 
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| a Pittsfield Republican who will 
| 


_ 4 press conference this afternoon __ 
_ to outline his political‘plans for 
ui this year, which include a cam-. 

paign for his fifth two-year term __ 
_ as state representative from the 
_ 4th Berkshire District. The press | 
5 aah eg will begin at3 at Town 

__ Sources close to Hodgkins said 
‘j yesterday that he has been pres- 
_ sured by both colleagues and 
_ Constituents to seek Webber’s 
(3 seat. Though he spent much of 
_ this week considering the possi- 
"| bility, Hodgkins said, he recently 
_ decided against it. 
He said he will use the press 

conference ‘aS an opportunity to 
' explain his decision not to run for 
State Senate. He emphasized that 
today’s event will not be a formal 
announcement of his candidacy 
for representative, but instead an 
informal discussion of his imme- 
diate political future. 

_ Unopposed in the last two elec- 
tions for state representative, 
00dgkins will be challenged in 
_ November by Republican Bruce 
_C. Hull, a 27-year-old Great Bar- 

Tington ho announced his 

a month. James V. 
‘ } “oe ‘ 
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Developers finding 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


The 1990s are off to a flying 
start in Berkshire County as wit- 
nessed by the shifting political 
base toward the environmental 
movement. 

This promises to make a major 

difference in future city and town 
politics as development-oriented 
officials find their ideas facing 
stiff opposition from this powerful 
new coalition. 
It is the job of every taxpayer 
and voter from here on in to vote 
out any official, put down any | 
warrant article, and vehemently 
oppose any proposals that com- 
promise in any way our sur- 
roundings, our children’s safety, 
our futures, or these blessedly 
beautiful Berkshire hills. 


ROBERT WALSH 


an alert populace io 
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Wildcats beat Lenox — 


to repeat ae Div. 3 
a 


By Carol Sliwa 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

SPRINGFIELD — Lenox 
claimed the last two battles 
against archrival Lee, but yes- 
terday morning at the Civic Cen- 
ter, the Wildcats were not to be 
denied. 

Second-seeded Lee (19-3) 
jumped to a 10-0 lead and never 
let up, posting a decisive 51-30 
victory over the top-seeded Mil- 
lionaires (17-5) in the Western 
' Mass. Division 3 championship 
game. 

“We owed ’em,” said senior 
captain Marcie Skowron. 


Rematch is next 


The payback gave the Wildcats 
their first back-to-back Western 
Mass. titles in the history of the 

- school and sends them to a state 
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semifinal rematch with Central. 


“td: 


Mass. champion North Brookfield © ts 


(22-0) on Wednesday afternoon at 
4 at the Civic Center. 

“At the beginning of the year,” 
said Lee coach Tom Cinella, ‘‘we 
set a goal to be a better team. 
Now, we’re the best Division 3 
team in Western Massachusetts, 


and no one can take that away ~ 


from us.” 

Of course, last year, the Wild- 
cats also won the Division 3 state 
championship, and they’ll have a 
shot at achieving another first in 
the school’s history — back-to- 
back state titles — now that 


they’ve gotten past chief nemesis — 


Lenox. 
The Lenox roadblock was 


something Lee couldn’t underes- — 


timate. After beating the Million- 
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To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


With respect to the letter to the 
Editor submitted by Mr. Leon 
Serra of Pittsfield, I would like to 
correct some misconceptions. 


Interested parties who had 
taken the time to attend the Mas- 
sachusetts State Energy Siting 
Council meeting Feb. 15 would 
have obtained a factual under- 
standing of the opposition to the 
proposed Tenaska co-generation 
plant to be located in Lee. 


There are several human 
safety, environmental and eco- 
nomic questions and problems 
with the proposed project. The 
proposed plant is to be con- 


_ structed in a “grandfather” in- 


dustrial zone that is located in the 
center of town. The proposed high 
pressure gas pipeline will pass 
through several heavily populated 
residential areas and in front of 
or in close proximity to the town’s 
schools. 


we ages 
| i, Co-generation — what price? as 


With respect to jobs, Kimberly- 
Clark has been reducing their 
employment in the local mills 
over the past 10 years. What fu- 
ture will there be when the Kim- 


oT re 


berly-Clark mills reduce further | 


or even pull out? This proposed 
project will not be the economic 
savior of South County. 


Is it the perception of the letter 
writer that because Lee is a “‘blue 
collar” town that placement of 
this proposed co-generation plant 
is acceptable? 


The county needs industry, but 
not at the level of sacrifice to 
public safety that is required to 
accept the present situation. 

As MICHAEL F. McDERMOTT 
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By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
E — A total of 21 residents 
and town officials have applied 
for intervenor status at an up- 


en 


= 21 ask to join Lee hearing 


“tt 


status. Timothy Grey, one of the 
residents who applied, said he 
was not surprised at Tenaska’s 
request. 

Grey added that the gas explo- 


coming hearing of the state Siting M)sion Tuesday in Blenheim, N.Y., 


Council on the proposed Tenaska 
project on Columbia Street. 


Included in the group are 
lectmen Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa, Selectman William B. 
Bean and Tri-Town Health In- 
spector Peter J. Kolodziej. Many 
of the others are members of Lee 
Concerned Citizens, a group or- 
ganized to block the project. 

Tenaska Inc., of Omaha, Neb., 
wants to build a 440-megawatt co- 
generation plant at Kimberly- 
Clark’s Columbia mill site. The 
plant will generate steam for 
Kimberly-Clark and electricity for 
the New England power grid. 


Intervenors in the hearing can: 


participate directly in the hear- 
ing, call their own witnesses and 
cross-examine witnesses called by 
the developer. They are also privy 
to information presented by the 
developer as evidence. 

Tenaska has requested that all 
21 applicants be denied intervenor 


raised the possibility of a similar 
explosion in Lee, where Tenaska 


seS> 1S proposing to install a high- 


pressure gas line. 

“Every time something like this 
happens, they tell us that the line 
is 25 years old, 50 years old and 
their pipes will be new,”’ he said. 
“That’s not an answer. What are 
they going to say in 25 years?”’ A 
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‘Oak n’ Spruce officials 
deny that resort is closing 
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Aenean — 


om ae 


OR 


By Daniel Pearl 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Financial difficulties at 
the Oak n’ Spruce Resort have 
produced layoffs and late pay- 
ments to workers, but the man- 
ager and owners denied rumors 
the resort is about to close. 

“We’re open, and we’re not 
closing,”’ said Paul J. DiCroce, a 
Hinsdale contractor who became 
general manager of the 40-year- 
old resort last October. “‘I think I 
would be the first to know if we 
were going to be closed.”’ 

DiCroce confirmed that Oak n’ 
Spruce is. experiencing a cash 
shortage as the traditionally slow 
mud season begins, but he said 
the owners, Diversified Resorts 
Inc. of Falmouth, intend to hang 
on. 


Refinancing debt 


John P. Taylor, director of op- 
erations for Diversified, said yes- 
terday the company is refinancing 
its debt on the Oak n’ Spruce 
complex. Records show the com- 
pany got a $2.6 million loan from 
First Atlantic Savings and Loan 
Association in New Jersey in 
October 1986, when it began an 
expansion that included a health 
club, a 200-seat dining room and 
48 hotel rooms. 

The complex also includes more 
than 100 time-sharing condomin- 
ium units. The time-sharing and 
hotel operations are run sepa- 
rately, but the resort’s amenities 
are used by both time-share own- 
ers and hotel guests. 

In recent weeks, the following 
developments have led some 
people to conclude the resort is 
going under: 

> Oak n’ Spruce management 
closed the restaurant and kitchen 
March 5, cleared out the tables, 
and laid off about-15 people, ac- 
cording to a former employee who 
would not give his name. The 


Daniel Pearl 


Paul J. DiCroce 
‘We’re not closing.’ 


employee said workers were 
given their final paychecks and 
told the restaurant would not be 
reopening. 

DiCroce said the restaurant was 
just closed for minor renovations, 
like rug cleaning. ‘‘While things 
are slow we have a chance to get 
cleaned up,’’ he said. He said it 
will reopen April 20, when the 
first wedding of the spring is 
booked, and the ‘‘good help’’ will 
be rehired. ‘ 

> Time-share salespeople are 
claiming they have not been paid 
in full for their recent condomin- 
ium sales. Cora Kampfer of 
Lenox said she earned $7,000 in 
commissions for January but has 
been paid only $1,000. She said 
that out of 17 salespeople, seven, 
including herself, quit because 
they were waiting too long to be 
paid. 
Raymond M. Whalen of the 
Massachusetts Department of 


Gy. C1 


Labor and Industries said the 
Pittsfield office has received 10 
inquiries from Oak n’ Spruce 
employees and has launched an 
investigation. Diversified Resorts 
officials denied that they are be- 
hind on payments to time-share 
employees. 

Kampfer said the resort is in 
trouble because it lost funding 
from one of its banks. She said 
the bank won’t accept condomin- 
ium units as security for a loan, 
because the units are owned by 
the people who purchase the right 
to use a unit for one week each 
year. ‘“‘There are 4,000 owners 
that own it for 75 years,” she said 
of the resort. 


» The Berkshire County Asso- 
ciation for Retarded Citizens sued 
the resort for $8,350 last month in 
Central Berkshire District Court, 
saying Oak n’ Spruce paid less 
than half of the bills for four re- 
tarded clients the resort hired in 
January 1989, but who are no 
longer working at the resort. 

The agency has gotten a $10,000 
attachment on Oak n’ Spruce. 

“We're slow paying, but they’ll 
be paid,” DiCroce said. ‘You 
have to take into consideration 
that we did have retarded citizens 
working there. It was a good 
thing. The staff at Oak n’ Spruce 
treated them very well, and we 
liked them, but we ran into a 
problem. Money was tight, and 
things were slow, and we had to 
let them go.” 


DiCroce said Oak n’ Spruce’s 
hotel operation has 40 employees 
now, down from 75 in the sum- 
mer. There has been a complete 
turnover of management since 
last November. 

“Tm not denying that we’re 
having a hard time. Everybody’s 
having a little bit of a hard time,”’ 
DiCroce said. “‘But I want every- 
body to get the rumor that we’re 
closing out of their heads.” 


_ Lee girls reach state final; Drury boys fall 


ore Wildcats advance 
with 56-47 victory 


To aaliaiee Eagle Staff 3 <1 ] Ya, y! 

SPRINGFIELD — It’s getting eerie the way the 
Lee High girls’ basketball team is following last 
year’s master plan. 

A year ago today, at Assumption College in Wor- 
cester, the Wildcats staved off a final spirited 
charge by Central Mass. champion North Brook- 
field, winning the game 60-53 to earn a trip to the 
Division 3 state championship game. 

Yesterday, at the Springfield Civic Center, Lee 
again bolted shut the floodgates in the game’s 
closing minutes, holding on for a 56-47 win, spoiling 
22-0 North Brookfield’s perfect season. 

The victory means the Wildcats (20-3) will have a 
shot at a feat no other Berkshire County basketball 
team has achieved: back-to-back state titles. Only 
Eastern Mass. champion Seekonk (22-3) stands in 
their way. Game time is Saturday morning at 10:45 
at the Worcester Centrum. 

“Once you’ve been there,’’ said junior forward 
Jessie McManmon, who scored 13 points in yester- 
day’s semifinal win, ‘‘you can’t settle for anything 
else.” 

“Tt’s an extremely hard thing to do, getting back 
to the state final,’’ added Lee coach Tom Cinella, 
“and these kids did it. It’s just a credit to them, 
coming to play a team that was 22-0 and almost 
totally outplaying them in every aspect of basket- 
ball.” 
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Wildcats start strong 


The Wildcats came out smoking, showing no evi- 
dence of any nervous jitters. They fired in 8 of 14 
shots in the opening quarter, as 6-foot-1 junior 
center Shannon Driscoll tossed in 8 of her game-high 
19 points. 

But the shot that really stung the Indians was 
Marcie Skowron’s NBA three-pointer with two sec- 
onds on the clock, lifting Lee to a 19-11 first-quarter 
lead. 

“TI thought it was going to be the other way 
around, to tell you the truth,’ said North Brookfield 
coach Ellen Thompson, commenting on the opposi- 
tion’s fast start. “‘We missed a couple of easy shots 
and let them get off to the big lead, and once you’re 
down to a team like that, it’s not easy to come 
back.” 

Lee’s man-to-man defense frustrated the Indians 
into 5-for-14 shooting in the opening period and 17- 
for-51 (33 percent) for the game. 

Lee’s game plan was a rather simple one: control 
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Materials to be recycled would include metal, paper and glass. 
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Lee High returns to the Worcester 
Centrum this morning in quest of a feat 
no Berkshire County basketball team has 
ever achieved: a second straight state 
championship. 

And, to hear the players talk about it, 
the second means as much as the first. 

“Last year, we weren’t so hooked on 
winning because we didn’t know what to 
expect,”’ said senior tri-captain Marcie 
Skowron. ‘“‘Now, we know what it feels 
like to win the state championship, so 
we’re going to work even harder this 
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The Wildcats (20-3) will kick off a full 
day of tournament action at the Centrum 
at 10:45 against Eastern Mass. champion 
Seekonk (22-3), a school making its state 
title game debut. Tickets at the door will 
be $7. 


“We came into the season hoping to go 


-12-8 and just get into the tournament,” 


said Seekonk coach Robert Kulaga. 


Seekonk coach favors Lee 


When asked which team was the fa- 
vorite, Kulaga issued a quick reply. 
“Lee — by far,’’ he said, ‘“‘based on 


their experience.” 

Lee romped past Norwell, 61-35, in last 
year’s Division 3 state title game, and 
although the Wildcats lost one senior and 
three other key contributors, they’ve 
nearly equalled their accomplishments 
of a year ago. 


Two disappointing regular-season 


seek state title encore this morning 


” 


time, our whole attitude changes,” said 
junior forward Jessie McManmon, who 
led the team with a 15.3-point average 
during the regular season. ‘‘You have to 
really go for it in every game because 
you know it might be your last. I think 
we’re just hitting our peak.” 

Lee pummeled Putnam 64-42 in the 


Craig F, Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


losses to arch rival Lenox stripped them opening round of the Western Mass. 
of a second straight Berkshire County tournament, outlasted a tough Hopkins 
League Southern Division title, but in | Academy team 56-53 in the semifinals, 
post-season competition, they’ve raised then avenged its defeat to Lenox with a 
their level of play a notch with each convincing 51-30 triumph in the Western 
game. 


“T think when it gets to tournament LEE, continued on D2 


( feserae Sicte) 


More donors needed 
for leukemia victim 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


We are urgently trying to save 
our young friend’s life. Carl Shir- 
ley Jr., age 30, born and brought 
up in Lee, has acute leukemia. He 
has undergone chemotherapy 
treatment at the New York Uni- 
versity Hospital since last June. 
Now, his only chance of living is 
to have a bone marrow trans- 
plant. 


I want to thank The Eagle for 
their efforts to tell our Berkshire 
friends of his need for help. We 
still need donors for March 25. 


‘ May I suggest perhaps organi- 
zations and churches have food 
sales or something to help raise 
money to pay for donors who are 
willing but lack the $60 fee. 


Call me at 243-1092 for an ap- 
pointment to be a donor March 25 
or send a check (any amount) 
payable to ‘Friends of Carl’”’ and 
mail to: Joseph M. Toole, P.O. 
Box 319, Lee, Mass, 01238. 


Many thanks to all “Friends of 
Carl.” VF, Ab 
ZENARLOTIE R. DAVIS 
Lee $a GLe. 3-/]-Fd 


hee ‘ F ; i joi esterday’s Lee High 54-34 win over Seekonk in state 
Katie Cinella dives into the middle of the pile to join i rar fs dire’, bakkolball championship. Story, 


teammates Michele Naventi (20), Dina Souza (22), 
Jen Baker (21) and Sheila Collins (24) in cele 


brating more photos, Page B1. 


eta 
ile 


ewe. 
\ Wet i 
Wie 


Niet 
miners 


Hache 


